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PREFACE. 



The following histotioal and geograpbical aeconnt of Van- 
couwr Island was written towards the end of 1861, and is 
now pabliahed in the hope that the facts it contains may 
be generally instructive and entertaining. Many erroneous 
impresnons axe iffevalent with regard to these, the last 
settled and least known of Ute British colonies, to which 
imperfect or faulty informati<m has hitherto deterred many 
ham emigrating; A desire is now apparent in England and 
elsewhere for more accurate acquaintance with their charao- 
teristacs than a few scattered letters and newspaper articles 
are able to furnish. A perusal of this volume may possibly 
serve this most reasonable wish, and will at least satisfy 
all as to the great importance of these coIome& The pre- 
sent work does not profess to go beyond the ordinaiy pre- 
tenaioos of a general "sketch," and lays claim only to the 
merit of accuracy: the facts it contains having been ob- 
tained on the spol^ and tiie author's experience of the locality 
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he describes haying been aaaisted by a reiideDce of nearly 
two years^ and association during that period with the most 
practical and best-informed men aronnd him. 

The recent settlement and present comparatively unde- 
veloped state of both cobnies will accomit for the manner 
in which the subject has been handled. It is necessary to 
view them more as they will be than as they now are ; and 
to treat their importance and position rather as a prospect 
of the future than a fact of the present The apparent pro- 
minence given to Vancouver Island over British Columbia 
arises from the circumstance that the former was the original 
subject of the writer's inquiries and research, while facts 
with regard to the sister colony have since been added. The 
two settlements, however, are not to be r^arded as ritfol, 
but as comhi^ied colonies. 



EsQunuLT, Yakcoittib IsLuno, 
May I, IS62. 
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VANCOUVEE ISLAND AND 
BEITISH COLUMBIA 



INTRODUCTION. 

Thb history of the rise and progress of ike colonies of a 
nation, especially of those which, like Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia^ are far from the parent country^ and 
therefore within less easy reach of its influence and aid, is 
only equalled in interest- by that of the nation itself. Their 
prosperity or adversity is a subject of general concern, 
whether we regard its bearing on the advance of commerce, 
the spread of civilLsation and religion, or on the distribution 
and ascendancy of particular racea Nor does it lessen in 
importance when we hold it as furnishing a mote or less 
just index of the prosperity, and the political, moral, and 
religious influence of the parent country, and of the indus- 
try, intelligence, and capabilities of the race £rom which the 
colony has sprung. 

Especial interest usually centres in the colonies of large 
and influential nations. Hence the attention with which 
these o£^oots of British outeiprise are watohec^ the care 

A 
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that eyerjr loe*% will be foaad eqoilly Ackplad for hit 
calling, or salted to his Umte, ud it caiinot be a mstter of 
indifference in wfast direction he nuiy Um^ his step8» A 
mistake once committed is not easily remedied, for it is 
both inconyenient and ezpenslYe to re-emlg^ratft. He, thefe* 
fore, stands in need of some gnidanee to «aa\>klnm to make 
at the oatset a jndidoiis and deeisiTe selection. 

Our unhappily imperfect knowledge of the greater part of 
Vanconver Island necessarily renders any inqniry respect- 
ing it both incomplete and unsatisfactory. A Uige part of 
it remains to bo explored; onr knowledge, indeed, of the 
island is limited to that comparative)^ small portion of its 
southern extremity which is bounded on the north by Port 
San Joan and Nanaimo. Of its geology, its arable land, 
the nature of its fisheries awaiting development^ and ev^ 
the character and valae of its harbours, we can give but 
little account; while even with the parts already settled our 
acquaintance is in many respects very deficient 

The results of the coast survey now in progress will dis- 
pel much of this uncertainty, more especially as to the char- 
acter of the harbours. An urgent necessity exists for a 
complete survey of the interior of the island ; and until both 
countries have teen thoroughly explored, geoh^cally and 
topographically, any general conclusion arrived at must^ £rom 
the very nature of the case, be crude and premature. 

A large part of British Ckdumbia is thoroughly unknown. 
Fur-trading settlements have long existed in its interior, 
which has therrfore been psrtially explored ; and the gold- 
diggings of more recent date have opened up the country in 
the neighbourhood of the Vraser JBiver; but the north-east; 
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CHAPTER I 

HISTOBT OF THB BI800YBET AND COLONXEAnOH OT TAK- 
COUVEB ISLAND AND BSXTI8H COLUMBIA. 

MnruTX details of the histoiy of these colonies,— neeeesarily 
intimatdy connected with that of the progress of modem 
maritime discovery, llie spread of races, a^d of En g^ colo- 
niaation, — although interesting^ are nnnecesssiy here. Xhe 
discovery of Vancoaver Uand and Kitish Oolnmbia was 
from the southward, and hy sea; its settlement from the 
eastward, overland The two events must therefore be 
separately traced. 

The time, mode, and source of America's first occupation 
by the aboriginal Vidian races are lost in obscurity ; .and 
now form a fertile tiieme for conjecture and controversy. 
The discovery of the continent in modem times, and the 
prc^preas of its subsequent colonisation fit>m Europe by the 
more civilised races, who are fast supplanting its earlier in- 
habitants, are much better known. 

Iceland, Qreenland, and the east coast of North America, 
probably as far south as 80"* N. lai, were unquestionably 
first discovered and subsequently settled by the Scandi* 
navians of North Europe, and probably the Celts of North 
Britain, as early as the year SSI. Columbus and his fol- 
lowers, by sailing from the south of Europe in I4i92-I502, 
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lnoratiye sftle of Euxopean goods, and w eqiudly prc^toble 
barter of fiir% to make known the fine climate, valuable re- 
sonroea, and ample capabilitiea of tbe country. Snch tid- 
ings would bring about edoniiation and competition, and 
a decreaae and ultimate extinction both of the fur-beating 
animala^ and fur-hunting Bidiana. 

It wrna not, therefore, till 1859, when the charter of the 
Hudaoii*a Bay Company had expired, and with it their license 
of exclusive trade, that active colonisation began, forming a 
marked contrast to what previously prevailed Vancouver 
Ishoid and British Ckdumbia^ now under the management of 
the borne government, were declared separate colonies, but 
TfiMced under one governor ; and since the removal of the 
restrictions on commerce and the discouragements to immi- 
gration, the progress of both colonies has been steadily 
progreasiva Victoria has become the capital of Vancouver 
Island, and is the future commercial depot for both colonies. 
In the previous year (1858) a discovery of rich gold-diggings 
up the Eraser Biver, attracted thousands from Cslifomia. 
These made Victoria a place of call and depot for provisions, 
and to this, the capital of Vancouver Island, and the cdlony 
itself are unquestionably indebted, not onfy for the temporaiy 
prosperity they then eqjoyed, but for being first brought pro- 
niinently into notice, for the first development of their com- 
merce, and for a large part of their present success. 

While Victoria has thus risen within the short space of 
three or f onr years from an unimportant Hudson's Bay Com* 
pan/s trading-post to a flourishing commercial town, fair 
progress is evident in the colony elsewhere. An industrious 
agricultoral popubtion now fanna much of the fertile south- 
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gi«Med principtl]^ in ike Kmih^m d^ 
ample evidenee of great igrieoltoial ttdptetoral eqpabalitiee» 
and of valiiAble minexal zeioiiice% which oombine to render 
the fatore of Britieh Goliimbia u promisbg as that of Van* 
oonrer Idand ; although the deyelopmeiit of the two coioniee 
win jieoeseaxily, from the difBnreikce in their reeoorces and 
character, be in a totally different direotion. 

Both colonies now eigoy a remarkable and steadily in- 
creasing prosperity ; and the combined resources of the two 
indicate a future snccess that win probably surpass that of any 
of England's colonies, — a success that will be accelerated by 
the spread of more accurate information, and the removal of 
many erroneous impressions that have so long prevailed in 
England as to the nature of the country, the character of its 
dlmatft, the extent of its resources and capabilities, and its 
many advantages as a colony for settlement 
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OHAFTBR IL 

THX TOPOGRAPHS Of ▼AVOOWXR KLAITD AHD 

OOLUMBU; THDB FRIHCIPAL TOYHSm, HABSOUBS, 
BIVSBS^ £ia 

VAKoouyxB l8LAin> lies on the weit side of North America^ 
506*8 miles due west frmn London; and occnpies in the 
Padfio veiy much the same position that England does is 
the Atlantic Lcmdon and the south of England lie nearly 
in the same latitude as Victoria and the southern end cC 
Vancouver Island Oanada and British Oobunfaiji together 
occupy the entire breadth of North America ; the former 
lying to the east^ and the latter to the west^ of the Bod^ 
Mountains. If a tiaTeller were to leave London and tnvel 
westward, first crossing the Atlantic^ then Canada^ and then 
the Bocky Mountain^ he would enter British CSolnmbia; 
and by continuing his westeriy oourse» would arrive at Van- 
couver Island 

British Oohmibia consists of a tract of country nearly 
twice the siise of Great ftitain» with an area of 200^000 
square milea It extends from lat 49^ to lat 57* north, 
and is contiguous on the south to the temtoriee of tia 
United Stateif, and on the north to Russian America. The 
Bocky Mountain^ lying from S50 to 400 miles inland^ f onn 
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ite eattem bmmdixy; on ihB wttik, its eoiit borden the 
Padflc^ the ooist Una being abonit 450 inilee long. Thia is 
deqply indented by numerous narrow inlets or arms of the 
aea; and appears still moie iiregolar from the presence of a 
chain ol off-tying islands, of which the two largest are Van- 
eonver Island and Queen Charlotte's Island ; the latter lying 
off the north part ci its coast; while the former lies along, 
and close to, its sonthem hall 

The present population of Brittah ColnmU*— miners in- 
<duded— is probably from 6000 to 6000; of which the miners 
form about one-third. 

VlmcouTer Island is elong at ed and hilfy, 270 miles in 
length, and from 40 to 70 miles in breadth; with a super- 
ficial area of 14,000 square miles,— ecarcely one-fourth of 
the siae of Bufj^d and Wales. Its long axis lies along 
the coast of British Columbiaiihe bwer and krger end being 
received into a deep notch in fhe mainland. Its coast, espe- 
cially on the west^ is irregular and deeply notched by dif- 
ferent bays and inlets; its streams are few and unimportant 
The white population of the island, including that of Victoris,, 
ia about 4000 or 5000; but no accurate returns can be ob- 
tained for either colony. The Indian population is said to 
number 16,000, but this is doubtful; and the native popula- 
tion of British Cdumbia is still further beyond the reach of 
present calculation. 

A narrow but navigable channel separates this isUnd from 
the adjacent odhmy ; too narrow and intricate at its north 
end to be of much use, but broad and deep along the south 
coast and the bwer half of the east coast of tiie island, so as 
to permit of eaay and safe access by the Strart-ofFuea to Vic- 
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tori% the oonnnerdalliazlxmr of the colony, — to Biqiiixiult^ 
its nayal harbour^— iad by die Qolf ol Qtat^ to Nanaimo 
and its coal minei^-^HUid to tho Eraser Birei; the laigeat and 
moat important itream in Britiah OolnmbI% and ibe prin- 
cipal outlet for tbe commenM^ and the agEiealtoral* mineral, 
and other prodacU of that odlony. 

Vesaela anMng off the coaat wQl find the access to Vic- 
toria and Esqnimalt Harbours, aafe, easy, and comparatively 
free from danger. There is deep water till within fifteen 
miles of the land, whai it soddenly shoals to ninety fathoms 
and under, — a good guide to the distance from the shore in 
foggyweather. A snug harbour— yti.» Port San Juan — exists 
at its entrance, couTenient and safe in stress of weather. 
The aitsance of the strait is thirteen miles wide, and can be 
readily distinguished at a distance by the appearance of the 
land on either side. A li^^thouse has been placed on its 
right or American side; and as it is neared, the Beholder 
can easily discern the irregular rugged Olympian mountain 
range and the jagged hilly surface ci Oregon, with its snow- 
capped peaks, from the more undulating and less lofty pine- 
clad hiUs of Vancouver Island, which increase in eleTution 
towards the norUu The Strait of Fuca Taries from eight to 
eleven miles in width, and the scenery preserves tlie same 
character throughout On the right is the American terri- 
tory of Oregon, its hilly surface increasing in height as the 
vessel proceeds; tiie hills often appearing to rise diff-like 
from the shores of the strait^ and culminating in Mount 
Olympus, opposite Vktoiia. Hie snow-clad ridges of this 
peak rise to a heii^t of 8000 or 9000 feet^ and slope gradur 
ally dow»<enihe east towards Png^ Sound, and onthe west> 
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towards Oape FUttocy. Here ihej attain the lerel of the 
sea^ after forming a continnoiia wall which atretehea for 100 
miles east and west^ and oonstitates the southern boondaiy 
of the Straitixf Fuca. On the left is the ronnded* hilly, and 
pine-dad, bnt less lofty surface of Vaacoaver Island, which 
gradually slopes and diminishes in height towards its south- 
east comer: while beyimd the farther end of the strait in 
the far distance^ the snowy ridge of the Oascade range may 
occasionally be seen, running in a north and south direction. 
At nighty the strait is very fairly lighted. At its entrance is 
Oape Flattery li|^t|Tisible eighteen miles at sea. Fiflymiles 
up is the Bace Bock lij^t^ seen both from Victoria and along 
the Strait of Foea. Bounding this, the vessel enters Boyal 
Bay, and sights another placed at the entrance of Esquimalt 
Harbour,-— a safe guide both to that port and to Victoria 
Harbour, nine or ten miles oft Both are situated within 
three or four miles of each other at the south-east comer of 
the island. 

Esquimalt Harbour is roomy, safe, and deep ; of easy ac- 
cess by night or day, and at all states of ike tide ; and is 
one of the snuggest along the entire American coast, and 
perhaps in the world. Vessels may lie and unload close 
to the rocks. It is now the naval station, and ought to 
have been the commercial harbour. Indeed, it must be so 
for large vessels drawing more than seventeen feet of water, 
which Victoria cannot admit. The difficulty may be over- 
come by a raQway communication between the two, and 
emaller vessels may th^ unload in Victoria Harbour, and 
larger ones in Esquimalt As yet, Esquimalt village is small 
and unimportant 
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pftrt of the commmiity. Victork is the seal of government, 
and the residence of the governor. 

Nanaimo ia yet email ; and its popniatioh, which nunbers 
from 150 to 200» consists chiefly of coal miners and their 
families. Its harbonr is gooc|» and its eiport trade in coals 
already considerable. The development of its coal-flelds» 
now in prc^gress, will nltimatdy make it a phu^e of great 
importance, with an extensive traffic, and a large mining 
population. Nanaimo boasts of two places of worship — an 
English chmth and a Wesleyan chapeL 

The Barclay Sound settlement — where a saw-mill has been 
erected for the manofictare of spar% and cat timber, for 
^exportation — ^has a population of about lOd 31ie company 
has an extensive grant of land from the local government, 
and both the trade and settlement are rising in importsnce. 

Fort Supert, at the N.E. comer of the isUnd, is an unim- 
portant Hudson's Bay Company's fbr-toading station, with a 
few etnplojfA. 

New Westminster, the capital of British Oolnmbia^ occu- 
pies a commanding and well-chosen position on the north 
bank of the Fraser Biver, fifteen miles from its mouth. The 
anchorage is good, the water deep, the wharfage facilities 
faxTp and steamers of eight hundred tons and drawing fourteen 
feet have proceeded some miles up the stream, as Cur as 
Langley. The shifting sand-banks, however, and the intricate 
navigation at the river's mouth, will unquestionably prevent 
this town from becoming a place of extensive foreign trade. 
Still, it enjoys the daily increasing traffic of the Fraser 
Biver, and derives a large revenue from its custom duties ; 

and will probably become of importance, but only as a local 

B 
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commeroial depot for tLe traffic of the ''lower Frafler** dis- 
trict The greater part of the trade in eonnezioii with the 
mines in the interior has hitherto passed thnm(|^ this cajd- 
tal; but it appears probable that the recent discovecy of 
routes to the gold-digging% and to the agricnltnial districts 
in the interior^ shorter and choicer than Uiose by the Eraser 
Biver, will greatly diminish both tiie traffic and importance 
of this placei A company of Boyal Engineers ia camped 
about a mile higher upi The popnlation of New Westmin- 
ster with its ganison is about 700. It haa an English 
chnroh and two cleigjmien. 

Hope and Tale^ formei^ fbr^trading aettlement^ hate 
become developed within the past few yearsi, since the dis-^ 
coyeiy of the Eraser Binat gold-fields, into small townships; 
with a condderable tradCy which chi^y depend on Ihe 
traffic connected with the gold-diggings hi|^ np. Thefor- 
mer haa a popnlation of 250^ and the lattor of 400. Hop9 
will become of importance as an ootlet for the Similkameen 
district— >a rich sgricnltnial and pastoral coontry along 
the Columbia Bivei. Both Hope and Tale haT£ English 
Church deigymen, and the former a Wesley^ minister. 
TalCb 87 miles abore New Westminster, 102 mffet from the 
mouth of the Eraser River, and 15 miles above Hope, is the 
head of steamboat navigation on this river. 

Douglas; at the head of Harrison Lake; is a rising place 
with aOO inhabitsnts, throuj^ which passes the thiffie 
the ''Douglas route "* to the mines beyond. A Cbaich of 
England clergyman is stationed here. 

lalloet; Seton ; Lytton, withapopulaticmof 200; Oayoosh, 
with 8S0 ; and QuesneUe, with 200 inhabitants, are all thriving 
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places farther up the Fraser River and Harrison Lake routes, 
developed dnce the rush to the gold-fields, and principally 
supported by the diggings and the traffic they cause. Al- 
though most of the tovms in British Columbia depend for 
their existence and support on the gold-fields, they serve to 
encourage and aid agricultural settlement, which is slowly 
spreading round them. 

The Fraser River, and its tributary the Stuart River, with 
other smaller streams, arise in and drain the northern part 
of the interior or agricultural district of British Columbia. 
Uniting at Fort George, the main stream continues to run 
in a general southerly direction, and traverses the entire 
length of the interior, receiving in its course various import- 
ant accessories, especially the Thompson River» till, arriving 
at the south-west comer of the agricultural region, it enters 
the hilly district^ and soon takes a sudden bend and runs in 
A westerly direction through the Cascade and other ranges, 
emptying itself into the Gulf of Georgia opposite Victoria. 
The entire length of the river is about 450 or 500 miles ; 
and may be divided into the ** upper Fraser*' and the "lower 
Fraser,'' the former consisting of that part which drains the 
interior, and the latter of that shorter portion which reaches 
from Yale downwards. It is the only stream of magnitude in 
British Columbia^ except thie north branch of the Columbia 
River, which occupies the south-east comer of the colony. 
The river is navigable by steamers as far as Tale, 102 miles 
from its mouth. The Fraser River district may be said to 
be the only permanently settled portion of British Columbia. 
On it or its tributaries are the principal settlements of this 
colony, — e,g,, New Westminster, Hope, Yale, &c. &c. ; its bed 
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ways are now necessaiy for accesd to its middle and northern 
parts, and to the Cariboo mines. This the inlets alluded 
to will supply ; and Bentinck's Ann« but especially Bute's 
Canal, already promise to be those most frequently made 
use ol In a subsequent page the different routes to the 
interior of British Columbia will be more fully discussed. 
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CHAPTER IDL 

ON THE OLDUTX 07 VAKOOtTVSB ISLAND AJn> BUITISH 
COLUMBIA ; ITS KATUBE AND 8ALUBBITY. 

The nature of the climate of Vanconyer Island and Britifih 
Ck)lambi% putting entirely out of sight its effect on their 
animal and vegetable prodnctiona» is of importance to the 
emigrant in a sanitary point of view; and is, moreover, 
likely to have a material infinence on the progress and nlti- 
mate prosperity of the colonies themselves: for the great 
majority of emigrants will of oonrse prefer a temperate and 
genial climate, more especially if it be at all similar to that 
of their native place. A large proportion of thoee who sail 
for these colonies will no doubt come directly or indirectly 
from the parent country, and will deshre a climate at least as 
mild as that of Engknd. That they may enjoy this on onr 
shores is perhaps as little imagined as any hitlierto un- 
ascertained fact connected with the history of these pkces. 
Not only in England, but even in Canada^ the opinion pre- 
vails that the climate of these colonies is cold and incle- 
ment^ land the country itself bleak and inhospitable; and 
that both are so uzunviting that the formation of a settle- 
ment here appears as unpromising an idea as the foundation 
of one in Banks's Land, the Sundra^ or Tieira del Fuego. 
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3 results of a oontinaed spresd of this delusion in retard- 
; emigration are too obvious to require'conunent Hence 
I importance, not merely to the intending emigrant^ but 
the colonies at laige, of correcting the enroneous impres- 
|iis in circulation. 

It is not our purpose to enter into a>veij lengthy or scien- 
|k discussion on this pointy or to consider in minute detail 
^ causes which affect it^ but rather to illustrate the subject 
y a practical and intelligible sketch : consisting, firsts of an 
ostraet of the usual characteristics of our climate; and, 
leoondly, a comparison of it with others well known, espe- 
dally that of England 

In the table opposite will be found a statement of the 
preyailing weather at Esquimalt for one year, — via., from 
the 1st April 1860 to the Ist April 1861 indusive^-^which 
may be taken as a fair specimen from which to form an 
average condusion. 

This goes far to prove that we e^Joy, as a rule, fine 
weather. Of the 365 days of the year no fewer than 1 87, or 
51 per cent, were fine, tlie remainder being dull, showery, 
rainy, &c. During the winter months, fine weather accom- 
panying frost is by no means uncommon or of short duration. 
Bain fell on 118 days, or once every 8^ days ; most heavily 
and frequently during the winter months from October to 
February. Snow fell on twelve days only» and then neither 
heavily nor for any length of time. The thermometer fell 
only elev^i times below freeaing during the year — a good 
indication of the mildness of the winter. 

Heavy and prolonged fogs prevail during October and 
November. In the summer, mists are usually rare, par- 
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of those winds which occnned during the year with a force 
equal to a fresh breeze : — 

Tablb2. 

Esquimau, Vancouver Idand, 1860-^1.— Table of Winds 
with a force at and above 5, {fresh breeze) 



DinettcnofWlBd. 


1 


1 


1 


t 




1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


Toteland 


Sotttheriy,(dii«flyaW.,) 
NorUittrly..;.... 


11 


5 

1 


6 


4 


e 


2 


••• 


6 

1 
1 
1 


••• 

s 


5 
8 

8 


4 
2 

1 




M»67-47p.c 

U» 18-25 „ 

«» 7-28 „ 

6- 7*28 „ 

4 


FiMtfiriT 


1 

1 








1 


Wetterlv. 










Variable, 






1 




























Totals, 


IS 

1 


6 


e 


5 


6 


S 


4 


S 


8 


11 


' 


11 


88 



Thus it appears that high winds are commonest in April, 
and blow chiefly from the sonth and south-west, forming 67 
per cent of the strong breexes which occur during the entire 
year. Strong northerly winds are rare even in winter. The 
per-centage from the west is, however, unusually large. When 
westerly winds do occur thqr are often violent 

Southerly winds prevail, as a rule, during the year, and 
occur in the proportion of 67 per cent Next to these in the 
order of frequency are the northern, eastern, and western. 
The southerly winds, which blow nearly all the year round, 
and those in winter from the north, may be said to prevail 
in the southern extremity of Vancouver Island. The less 
prevalent easterly and westerly winds usually occur during 
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the winter montH especially December andJannaiy ; in the 
eommer, very nurdy. 

TABLSa 

Eaquimak, Vancouver Idand, 1860-6L — Winds which 
accompanied Rain. 



DfrMtknorWlDd. 
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2 
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BimmiMT. 
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2 
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14 

2 Sontheriy, 59. 
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7 


8.aw., 






1 
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..• 


8.E., 
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••• 


8.8JB.^ 
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N.B.^ 
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1 
8 
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.•• 
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2 
2 
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1 
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N.. 
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5 
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8 
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1 
1 
2 
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1* 
5. 
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.KorOierly^ 28. 
' Eairterlj, 12. 


N.W., 












N.N. W .y..« . ..«»•••• 

B.. 
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... 
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B.aR,.. 










w.aw., 
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2 Werterij,! 
1 
18 


Vftneonver IsUad 
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2 


1 


1 


2 




1 


8 1 


2 


2 


1 


TotAl, 





10 


6 


8 


4 


9 


141810 


18 


14 


8 


118 




^4 




1 



The above table shews that the winds which most fre- 
quently accompany rain are southerly or sea breeaes^ prin- 
cipally S. W. These almost invariably accompany the showers 
of spring and summer, and often occur with the heavier and 
more prolonged winter rains — ^although northeily and east- 
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eriy winds, both land breeaes, are those which usually 
follow the latter, and together form about one-third of 
the winds which snccecd min, 

Tlie followmg are the usual characteristics of the diiftrent 
seasons : — 

Tlie spring is short, and lasts from the beginning or 
middle of March, to the end of April or beginning of May. 
In early March the weather undergoes a marked change, 
and a drier and milder atmosphere forma a decided contrast 
to that of the cold and wet winter months that precede it 
Trees bud and come into leaf ; and, towanls its close, vaiious 
wild plants — e.g., the Colinsia Tvllmm, &c. — are in flower. 
Tlie prevailing weather is characterized by fine mild days, 
still alternated, however, with occasional rain and squalls. 
Towards the latter end of April, fine weather has fairly set 
in, with mild dry south and south-west winds ; but farming 
operations may usually be commenced with the utmost 
safety in the beginning or middle of March, as the keen 
biting "March winds" of the English climate, so detri- 
mental to the budding fruit and vegetation generally, are 
seldom, and never severely, felt here. 

Our beautiful and more protracted summer begins with 
May, and ends with September. During these glorious 
months we are cheered by a bright sun, a clear, and often 
cloudless sky, lasting frequently for days together, with gentle 
sea and land breezes. Kain falls seldom, and never heavily ; 
fogs and mists are rare; the season is delightful Some- 
times, indeed, the power of the sun becomes excessive, and 
the soil very arid from the want of rain ; but these draw- 
backs are but trifling, and do not interfere, to any appreci- 
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able extent, either with individual arrangements, or agri- 
cultural or horticultural operations. The heavy English 
" harvest rains " of August and September are unknown in 
Vancouver Island ; and the crops are usually sown, reared, 
cut, and housed with fine weather. 

The autumn, which lasts during October and November, 
presents a marked change. Cold and moist northerly winds 
succeed the dry southerly breezes of summer ; fogs begin in 
October, and occasionally during the latter end of September, 
with a moist atmosphere and frequent rains. These, how- 
ever, alternate with periods of fine mild weather, sometimes 
lasting for ten days or a fortnight, and forming what, in the 
aggregate, is termed the " Indian summer." So mild, how- 
ever, is the temperature, comparatively speaking, even at the 
Utter end of November, that wild strawberries may occa- 
sionally be seen in bloom. 

During the winter, which lasts from the beginning of 
December to the end of February, cold, moist northerly 
and southerly winds prevail, with frequent rain and occa- 
sional fogs ; the latter, however, less common than in the 
autumn. This state of things is often pleasantly varied by 
periods of fine, clear, frosty weather, lasting from two to four, 
or even eight or ten days. The thermometer is seldom 
much below zero; snow is uncommon, and neither falls 
heavily nor lies long ; nor are the frosts intense or long- 
continued, ice being seldom more than one inch thick. So 
mild is the usual winter weather of this colony, that most 
farmers leave their stock unhoused and at large, during the 
entire season. More severe and prolonged winters occasion- 
ally occur, however, as during the past year of 1 S61-62, and 
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during 1852-53 ; but tbese are exceptional, and do not happen 
more frequently here than in England and other conntrieM 
with similar climates.* 

The climate of the southern extremity of Vancouver 
Island may be more simply ascertained : — 

1. The summer, or dry season, (including spring,) which 
lasts duiiug seven months of the year — viz., from the be- 
ginning of Mai-ch to the end of September ; and, 

2. The winter, or wet season, (iucludiiig autumn,) which 
lasts from October to February inclusive. 

The former is dry and mild ; the weather usually fine in 
the extreme ; the atmosphere clear and serene ; the winds 
dry, light, and southerly ; fogs, mists, and rain, rare : while 
the latter forms a marked contrast, with its moist atmo- 
sphere, cold northerly winds, frequent fogs, heavy rains, and 
occ<isional frosts and falls of snow, alternating with short 
periods of fine, clear, frosty weather. 

In addition to latitude, — unquestionably of first importance 
in determining the temperature and climate of a country, — 
the following are among the most prominent causes which 
combine to influence that of the southern end of the island: — 

1. Its proximity to the Pacific gives an essentially insular 
character to its climate, and is the principal cause of its mild- 
ness and uniformity, its freedom from extremes of heat and 
cold, and the absence of that variability so characteristic of 
England. 

The following table will shew — ^first, the low temperature 

*■ During the past winter, lSGl-62, the falls of anow were heavy and fre- 
quent Snow was on the ground from the middle of December to the 
middle of March, and the thermometer occasionally down to 3** at aight 
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of the aea which bathes the ooajit, as compared with that of 
the air ; second, its relatively high temperature in winter; 
third, its limited annual range ; and fourth, that its average 
annual temperature is about the same as that of the land : 
thus proving, as a whole, its general miifomiity throughout 
the year : — 

Table 4. 

To contrast the Temperature of the Air witii tliat of the Sea. 

Esquhudt, 18G0-61. 



» Masiiniim 
^(iu tiuiumcr.) 



Temperature of Air (ahade,) 
Do. Sea. 



72 



Hfuimnm 
(in Wiuter.) 



234 
41 



Raujrc Average ofj 
(Ycurly.) Year, j 



4S4 
21 






The temperature of the sea which surrounds the island is 
more uniform than that of the land, and varies only 2r dur- 
ing the entire year, while the air ranges 48^^ Its influence 
on the surromiding climate is as importaiit as it is unques- 
tionable. By communicating to it its own uniformity of 
temperature, it lessens, the annual range ; cools it and pre- 
vents it from becoming oppressively hot in summer ; warms 
it during winter, and tends to diminish the otherwise extreme 
cold of that season ; in a word, renders the island warmer 
and less changeable than it otheiwise would be. The greater 
annual range of the temperature of New Westminster (only 
fifteen miles inland) when compared with that of Victoria, 
shews the effect of even a trifling distance from the ocean in 
diminishing the equalizing mfluence of its temperature. The 
chilly evenings so frequent during the summer, especially 
after sultry days, may be similarly accounted for. The land 
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and its atmosphere heats rapidly, but as soon as the sun's 
influence is gone, it as quickly cools ; the comparatively cool 
temperature of the sea having full sway, and speedily reducing 
tliat of the land to its own level. 

This proximity to the sea undoubtedly aflfects the moisture 
as well as the temperature of the atmosphere. Local cir- 
cumstances modify this considerably as regards the southern 
end of the island, more especially the nearness of the Olym- 
pian range; but it is more felt towards the north and north- 
western coasts, and also at New Westminster, where the air 
is damper and the annual fall of raiji greater. 

The influence of the gulf stream in increasing the warmth 
and salubrity of England is now well recogmzed. Although 
tlie ocean currents of the North Pacific are not yet mapped 
«mt with the same accuracy as those of the Atlantic, it must 
be evident that a warm current nmning along this coast 
from a tropical latitude would have a sensible effect on 
the climate of Vajicouver Island ; and that a cmTent of this 
kind actually exists, tliere is every reason to believe. A cur- 
rent, analogous to the gulf stream, and supposed to have its 
origin among the numerous islands which lie along the coast 
of Eastern Asia, runs in a north-east direction across the 
North Pacific towards the shore of Enssian America, where 
it sets to the southward along the mainland, and, after bath- 
ing the coast of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 
finally joins a westerly equatorial current to recommence 
the circuit 

The great in-egnlarity of the tides at the southern end of 
Vancouver Island, resulting from the irregular influx of 
<liflerent currents from tlie Pacific, at the upper and lower 
cmds of the strait which separates the colony from the main- 
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land, has nDqaestionably a certain, though not very appre- 
ciable effect on the temperature, moisture, and salubrity of 
its climate. 

The large bodies of fresh water, consisting chiefly of 
melted snow or rain, originally deposited on the sides of the 
mountain ranges of the interior of British Columbia, aud 
carried down by the Fraser, Harrison, Salmon, and other 
rivers that empty themselves in the strait which separates 
this island from the adjacent mainland, have a marked in- 
fluence on the temperature and climate of this colony. The 
Fraser, which is the river of British Columbia, and its tri- 
butaries, the Bonaparte, Thompson, and other streams which 
drain the greater part of that colony, including the western 
elope of the Rocky Mountains, and partly the Cascade, Coast, 
and Harrison ranges, has an especial influence on the tem- 
perature of Vancouver Island, particularly its southern end, 
opposite which it empties itself into the Gulf of Georgia^ siarty- 
five miles fi-om Victoria. The river has one, and occasion- 
ally two freshets during the year. The first or principal one, 
which occurs in May and June, is caused by the melting of the 
snow on the mountain ranges ; while the second and infeiior 
one, which happens in October, is the result of heavy falls 
of rain in the upper country. So large is the body of water 
carried down during the first of these, that the river rises 
from twenty-five to thirty feet at Hope, and forty feet at Yale, 
fifteen miles higher up. The effect of this may be noticed 
by a marked change in the sea-water of this vicinity, which 
during winter is clear and transparent^ but in spring and 
summer dirty, as if from admixture with melted snow. The 
cool'mg influence of the Pacific on the temperature and cli- 
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mate of this colony has already been alluded to. The effect 
of a still colder body of water carried doivn by the Fraser 
Eiver during two or three of the summer months is equally 
great ; and both no doubt combine to give the summer tem- 
perature of the southern end of Vancouver Island its char- 
acteristic coolness, although it would be difficult to allot to 
each its separate measure of influence. 

2. The proximity of Vancouver Island to the adjacent con- 
tinent, combined with the influence of the vast body of water 
which bathes its coasts has a material efiect on its climate, 
and is the prmcipal cause of its most prevalent winds. 

As is usually the case in temperate latitudes, the winds 
of this coast are essentially vaidable. We never have prr 
longed breezes blowing constantly in one direction, like the 
trades of tropical regions, or the regular north-east and 
j5outh-west monsoons of India and China. Very rarely in- 
deed do they blow more than three or four days in one 
direction; and they often vary several times both in di- 
rection and force during the same day, while intervening 
morning and evening calms are frequent The great pre- 
valence of southerly and northerly currents is, however, 
peculiar, and the cause of it worth inquiring Into. The 
influence of the trade-winds of the Pacific is lost^ many 
degrees nearer the equator than Vancouver Island; and 
although the more prolonged winds, both northerly and 
southerly, may occasionally have some distant affinity to 
those upper and under currents which blow to and from 
the pole in connexion with the trades, the ordinary winds of 
this coast are of a diflierent nature, and their origin is to be 

otherwise expkined They partake more of the character of 

c 
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sea and land breezes. Morning and evening calms are fre- 
quent both in summer and winter. Their true character and 
course is best marked in summer. About eight or nine A.M. 
a sea breeze usually springs up, which blows towards the 
land, and lasts till afternoon or evening, when it declines, 
and is succeeded by a calm^ to be followed during night by 
a contrary current blowing from the land 

Tabus 5. 

To shew the relative Freqtmicy of Northerly and 

Southerly Winds, 



^.N.W.,... 
g N.y.W., 

»U.B. 



Direction. 



Tot&lfl,., 



17 17 



I 



Is 



20 



1,1 ' 

Si* 



4... 



28 



19 



Toftola 
and Per-Ccntage. 



87 
189 

4 
I 56 



S5 



i 



Us 

= 17-29p.c.J 



7'26S7!90 69 3S20,324 



2a4«72-22 p.c. of the 
nortUerly wluds. 



-.4 

2^ 



aw.,... 

S.S.W.. 

&, 



.46 



|jS.S.B. 
I [s.B.,., 



82 



21 



Totals,. 



89 
2 

56 
2 

14 



30(17 



19|.. 
10 
62 
20 
7 



10 



27 



22 



10 



991131139811862873210 

> I 

Ml—64'06 i^e. of the: 

Boatherly winds. { 



28131 



10 



271 = 34-09 p.c.^S« 

5345^43'89p.cJ 
67 



27 48 38 



94 



795 
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This table will shew ihat north is the most frequent of the 
northerly winds^ and next to it N.R ; N.W. and N.N.W cur- 
rents being less common : while of the southerly winds south 
is the most frequent, and next to it S.W. ; S.E and S.S.K 
breezes are of rarer occurrence. Of the northerly and 
southerly winds therefore, currents blowing due north among 
the one and due south among the other are the most frequent, 
and next to them the two opposites, N.E. and S.W. 

The geographical position of Vancouver Island readily 
explains the nature of these winds, and accounts for their 
direction and great prevalence over easterly and westerly 
currents. 

The long axis of the isknd, and the general trend of the 
North American coast along which it lies, take a N.W. and 
S.R direction. A perpendicular to this would point on the 
one hand to the centre of the North Pacific, and on the other 
to the interior of the N.W. comer of America ; correspond- 
ing to the direction in which the prevailing southerly and 
northerly winds of the island blow. This is the identical 
route that we should expect the sea and land breezes of this 
coast to take ; the N. and N.W. winds, so prevalent in winter, 
being land winds, and the S. and S.W. currents, common in 
summer, sea breezes. The difference which usually exists 
between the temperature of the sea and that of the land, 
and the unequal extent to which the two surfaces become 
heated by the sun's rays during the day and cooled dur- 
ing night, account for their origin, direction, and character, 
and the relative prevalence of the two through different 
seasons. 

During the day, especially in summer when the sun is m 
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the northern hemisphere, the land becomes more rapidly and 
intensely heated than the ocean, its atmosphere is rarefied 
and rises, and a sea breeze is the result Throughout the 
summer tlie temperature of the land is usually higher than 
that of the sea, except for brief periods at night, and hence 
the pjreat prevalence of S. and S.W. winds during this season. 
Table 5 shews that 68 per cent, of the southerly winds occurred 
during the five summer months from April to August inclu- 
sive. The facility with which the land becomes heated even 
by the winter sun at mid-day, and the consequent fact that 
its temperature is occasionally higher than that of tJie ocean, 
account for the less frequent southerly and i^outh-westerly 
currents of winter. And it i% worthy of notice that at this 
season the southerly winds assume still more of the sea- 
breeze character and direction than those of summer, and 
blow chiefly from the S.W., — i.e., more directly from the 
ocean ; winds from due south being rare. Hence these are 
emphatically the winds of summer. 

During winter, when the sun's influence is weak, contrary 
currents prevail The sea seldom cools to the same extent 
as the land : the relatively warm water of the Pacific heats 
the superincumbent atmosphere, which rises and gives place 
to a cool current from the land, (whose temperature is per- 
haps below the freezing point,) which forms the N, and N.W. 
winds of winter ; 72 per cent, of which occur during the four 
coldest months of the year — viz., from November to February 
inclusive. Hence the winter winds are from the north. Dur- 
ing summer they seldom occur — especially in June and July 
— as if the balance of temperature at this period were prin- 
cipally in favour of the land. 
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The southerly winds, blowing from the sea and from a 
warmer latitude, are necessarily wann and moisture-laden ; 
while the northerly winds from colder northern regions, and 
which have blown over land whose temperature may be be- 
low the freezing point, are cold. The therraometric range of 
these winds resembles to a certain extent that of the surfaces 
over which they blow. The southerly winds partake of the 
oceanic equability of temperature, and vary less during the 
year than the northerly or land winds. Their difference iii 
character during different seasons, though partly owing to this 
cause, is principally relative. During summer, the southerly 
winds, with their ocean temperature, lower than that of the 
land heated by the sun's rays, although mild, are relatively cold. 
This is increased by their passage across the snow-clad Olym- 
pian range, on which they are deprived of much of their calo- 
ric and rendered still more chilly. During winter, the same 
winds, although actually colder than in summer, feel rela- 
tively mild in contrast with the low temperature of the land 
and the northerly winds : their passage across the Olym- 
pian range deprives them of much of their high ocean tem- 
perature, but does not cool them sufficiently to prevent their 
relative warmth from being apparent So these winds modify 
the rigour of the winter, and of the cold northerly gales which 
prevail during those months. Were there fewer southerly 
breezes, the winter climate of this colony would be less mild 
and less healthy than it now is. 

The difference in the character of the northerly winter and 
summer winds is still more marked. The latter are transient 
and mild, especially in contrast with the chilly breezes from 
the south ; while those of winter partake of the low tempera- 
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tare of the knd, and are excessively cold, espedallj in con- 
trast with the relatively warm southerly winds with which 
tbey occasionally alternate. 

The chilly character of the southerly winds of summer is 
thus more rc4ative than actual ; they appear chilly in contrast 
with the warmth of the suuimer sun. Their mildness in 
winter is both actual and relative ; they still retain mnch of 
the ocean temperature, and appear wanner from contrast 
with colder northerly breezes. On the other hand, the cold 
of the northerly winds of winter is more actual than relative ; 
and although contrast with the milder southerly currents of 
this season makes them appear more chilly, they are essen- 
tially severe in themselves. 

The principal proofs in favour of the belief that the two 
prevalent winds of Vancouver IsLmd are merely ordinary sea 
and land breezes are — 

a. The direction in which they blow with reference to the 
adjacent land and ocean — viz., directly to and from the 
warmer parts of the Pacific, and to and from the neighbour- 
ing continent. 

6. Their ordinary accession, course, and decline, and the 
occurrence of intervals of calm. 

c. Their change in direction according as the sea or land 
becomes relatively the hotter ; and the greater prevalence of 
southerly winds in summer, and of northerly or land enrrents 
in winter. 

3. The relation which the colony bears to neighbouring 
mountain chains has an important influence on its climate. 
The lofty Olympian range, which lies opposite the lower 'end 
of the island, and which, running in an east and west direc- 
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lion, forms the Aouthem boundary of the Strait of Fuca, 
lying from 15 to 20 miles south of Victoria and Esquimalt^ 
has a special influence on the climate of the southern ex- 
tremity of the island. The eflFect- of this range is chiefly 
marked by an influence exerted on the prevailing southerly 
winds, to which it acts as a barrier by stretching across their 
course, and producing a change in their force, warmth, 
moisture, and direction. These continue warm and moist 
until they meet with this obstruction, which first reduces 
their power and perhaps alters their course ; while, on its 
cold sides, they part with a portion of their warmth and 
their superfluous moisture, which is precipitated in the form 
of rain or snow, — ^thence journeying onwards as the dry and 
chilly south and south-west winds of summer. The rare and 
scanty rains, and the dryness of the summer at this end of 
the island, are thus explained. 

No similar mountain range obstructs and modifies the 
most northcftly winds of autumn and winter, and their 
moisture is spent on the island in the form of fog, rain, or 
snow. The hills tend to make the autunm and winter, and 
the prevailing winds of that season, more damp and rainy 
than they otherwise would be, by attracting and condensing 
moisture. Local diflTerences may also be observed, — e.g., 
Esquimalt, lying some miles nearer the hilly part of the 
island, is more damp and rainy in winter than Victoria, 
situated at a greater distance, and on an open and partially 
cleared plain. 

The effect of the more distant Coast and Cascade rangos, 
of which Mount Baker forms the loftiest peak, and of the 
still more distant Bocky Moimtains, on the climate of 



Digitized 



by Google 



40 VANCOUVER ISLAKD AXD 

the southern part of tliis colony, is more indirect than direct, 
acting chiefly through the snow and rain which the rivers, 
especially the Eraser, carry down from their sides to bathe 
its coast, and aid the Pacific in producing that equability of 
temperature which is one of the characteristics of the essen- 
tially insular climate of Vai^coaver Island. 

4 The prevalent winds of Vancouver Island exert a 
most decided influence. The extent to which the climate 
is affected by the southerly winds that prevail all the year 
round, and blow cool and dry in summer, and relatively 
mild during winter, is too obvious to need re-assertion ; nor 
less so, by the cold, damp northerly winds of winter. To 
the former the colony is, to a certain extent, indebted for 
the mildness and uniformity of its temperature and its cool 
summers, and to the latter for much of the rain, fogs, and 
snow of the autumn and winter months. 

5. The efiect of the small annual fall of rain at the southern 
tnd of the island, and the unfrequent and scanty showers of 
summer, in contributing to render the weather drier, though 
occasionally somewhat hot, and the climate more salubrious 
than it might otherwise be, and of the opposite effect of the 
dense fogs and frequent rains of autumn and vrinter in ren- 
dering that season more damp, colder, and less healthy, must 
be very apparent. 

6. The geology of the country, its physical geography, 
the nature of its soil, &c., all affect its climate. 

The influence of the fonner is more indirect than direct. 
The dense impervious trap-rocks and metamorphic clay slate 
formations which prevail in the vicinity of Victoria, and the 
conglomerates and sandstones which abound about Salt- 
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spring, Nanairoo, &c., and the volcanic rocks which form 
the central mountain cliain, are all evidently better adapted 
for the formation of a dry and healthy climate than, for ex- 
ample, porous granite or gneissic formations. These, from 
their tendency to dampness^ and to the formation of nn- 
healthy malaria by the decomposition of their component 
particles, are said to be a fertile cause of disease in some 
countries. 

The scantiness of the soil in many places, its frequent 
gravelly or sandy nature, combined with the hiUy and rocky 
character of the island, and the absence of extensive swamps 
and low lands, all combine to prevent excessive moisture, 
and to aid in carrying off the superfluous water of the 
autumn and winter raina Hence the atmosphere becomes 
drier, less malarious, and more healthy tlian it would other- 
wise be ; although the evident effect of the northern hilly 
part of the island, removed from the influence of the 
Olympian range, is to attract and precipitate moisture, 
which is nevertlieless rapidly carried off The substratum 
of dense tenacious blue clay at the southern end of the 
island, tends to make its surface moist in winter by pre- 
venting absorption, and dry in summer by facilitating 
evaporation. 

7. The gradual spread of settlers, the gradual clearing 
away of superfluous brushwood and timber, which tends to 
make the climate damp and unhealthy, especially in the 
valleys and low lands, and the drainage, tillage, and general 
improvement of the soil, will all combine to increase still 
further the dryness and general healthiness of the colony. 
The climate of the southern end of Vancouver Island 
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presents ceiiain features for which latitude alone will not 
entirely account. 

Its remarkable mildness, equability, and essentially in- 
sular character, are particularly noticeable; and are the 
combined result, first, of the equalising influence of the 
adjacent ocean; second, the cooling effect of the waters 
of the Fraser River, which tends chiefly to prevent a too 
elevated summer temperature; third, the prevalence and 
equalising influence of southerly winds, cool in summer and 
relatively warm in winter ; and fourth, the rarity of cold, 
damp northerly winds in summer, and then frequent alterna- 
tion during winter with warmer southerly currents by which 
their rigour is modified 

Its dryness, especially during summer, is also remarkable, 
and the small annual fall of rain ; both principally the effect 
of contiguity to the Olympian range, which precipitates the 
.superfluous moisture of the prevailing southerly winds before 
they reach the island. 

Although the above data refer, strictly speaking, to Esqui- 
malt and its vicinity, they may for general purposes be 
considered applicable to the colonies generally ; local differ- 
ences not being of great importance in taking an extended 
survey of the climate of a country. 

The climate of Victoria, only three miles off, differs some- 
what from that of Esquimalt The former is more exposed 
to the winds which blow up the Strait of Fuca, and those 
from the N.E., E, and from Puget Sound : while the latter 
is almost land-locked, and is sheltered from wind in almost 
every direction by the trees and hills that surround it ; wbich, 
however, tend to make it more rainy. 
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The climate of both places, and of the southern end of the 
island generally, is modified by local circumstances which 
probably do not affect its northern parts. The influence of 
the Olympian range on the prevailing winds and atmospheric 
moisture, and the cooling effect of the Fraser River, probably 
do not extend beyond the southern third of the island. 
The Strait of Fuca acts like a funnel, and alters their course, 
causing them to blow through it more in easterly and 
westerly directions. There is a perceptible difference in the 
temperature at the outer end of the strait, and strong breezes 
are more frequent outside. The northern part of the island is 
probably more rainy, ovring to its hilly nature and its greater 
exposure to the moist southerly winds which blow over it un- 
modified by the Olympian range ; and also milder in winter, 
on account of the shelter afforded by the hilly backbone of 
the island from the cold northerly winds of that season. 

The climate of the district along the lower Fraser River, 
and probably the whole of the hilly region which forms the 
coast, and about one-third of its western surface, is generally 
more damp and rainy than that of the interior or agricul- 
tural districts, where it is finer, warmer, and drier, in sum- 
mer, and less rigorous in winter. This is especially the case 
along the valley of the Thompson River, whei-e snow seldom 
lies, — ^a circumstance which adds greatly to its value for 
agricultural and pastoral settlement. 

The following table will shew that the climate of New 
Westminster, fifteen miles from the mouth of the Fraser 
River, is scarcely equal to that of Victoria (the data for the 
former being taken from the accurate annual meteorological 
report of the Royal Engineers Camp) : — 
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Table 6. 

To contrast the Climate of Victoria, in Vancouver Idaiut, 
and New Westminster, in British ColuinbicL 



June, 

July, 

August, 

September, «.. 

October, 

November, .« 
December, ... 
January, ~.... 
February,.... 

March, 

April, 

May, 



Mean, 



3 ( Maximum, . 
j| < Minimum,.. 
^ (Bange^ 



ThcrmonKter, i 

all iu sliiide. i 



Divs on trhicb 



Vic- K. We*<-j 
torirt. min^tfT, 



t4jrU. -Qiirutor. 



59-4 

610 

621 

579 

541 

491 

42C2 

3919 

4317 

45-31 

51-7 

55-5 



51-7 



72 
48} 



C5-5 

69-4 
60-6 
50-9 
859 
327 
85 7 
39-7 
467 
507 
56-8 



51-1 



93-0 
-20-0 
1130 



8 

9 
14 
18 
10 
15 
13 
7 
9 
10 



5 
7 
6 
14 
15 
14 
12 
16 
20 
16 
12 
15 



lis 152 



QiiABtity of R&ln. 



tona. 



X.We«t. ^ 
niioMer.l | 



5 

o 



Inebe« 
0-594 

0717 

1770 

4-658 

11-519 

6-275 

4-245 

9-498 

6-652 

4-561 

2-760 

8-260 



Inches 



56*429 26* 



! The average annual 
jfall of rain of 25 places 
in different pans of 
lEngland and Ws^ea 13 
r inches. 



j37ii 



* Clarke on Climate. 
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These are for one year only, and those different years ; and 
therefore can only be taken as an approximation until more 
prolonged observations can be obtained. The table, however, 
shews that although the two capitals have a nearly similar 
annual temperature, the range is much higher in British 
Columbia than in Vancouver Island ; that the summer of tlie 
former is hotter, its winter colder, and that its weather is 
TOOi-e frequently rainy. The great annual fall of rain at 
New Westminster may be explained by the difference in its 
topography from that of Victoria. The former is situated 
in the vicinity of lofty, densely-wooded hills, well calculated 
to attract rain ; while the latter lies on a level, partially-cleared 
plain, and opposite a mountain range on which its principal 
winds are deprived of much of their moisture. New West- 
minster is out of the influence of this range, and its prevail- 
ing southerly winds blow on it as they come from tlie 
ocean. Passing up Puget Sound, they first encounter the 
hills of British Columbia, and on them they deposit their 
moistura 

Vancouver Island owes its milder and more equable cli- 
mate to its insular position. New Westminster-Hiistant 
from the sea — ^is more out of the influence of the ocean tem- 
perature than the former ; and its climate, though fine, is 
therefore not equal to that of Victoria. 

A comparison of the climate of these colonies with that of 
other places in a corresponding latitude, still further proves 
its excellence. 

The climate of Vancouver Island, on the Pacific side of 
North America, is much superior to that of Canada, on its 
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eastern or Atlantic aide, and finer even than that of plac€fl 
having a lower latitude. A map of isothermal lines wUl shew 
that the line for this island takes a deep southward bend as 
it crosses towards Canada ; and that the mean annual tem- 
perature of Vancouver Island is only a trifle lower than that 
of New York, which lies 8** nearer the Equator. This is well 
demonstrated by the following table, which contrasts several 
different insular and inland climates of places in nearly the 
same latitude : — 

Table?. 

To contrast ike Clhnate of Vancouver Island tuUh 

that of Kew York, <fcc. 



Place and lAUtudo. 


Meiin Annual 
Tttmperature. 


Victoria, Vancouver Island, lat. 48** W north, 


51» 77' 


/-Quebec, . . . „ 46M8' 


» 


41*85' 




[Montreal, . . .• „ iS'* 81' 


» 


45* 76' 




Halifax, . . . ,. 44*89' 


»» 


40" 08' 




T'oronto, . . . „ 48M0' 


» 


44* 81' 




L New York, ... „ 40* 43* 


„ ••*•>< 


51* 58' 


Pekin. . . . „ Srcr 


t> 


53* 58' 



In Vancouver Island there is not the comparatively abort 
summer of Canada, nor the scorching heat of its mid-day 
summer sun; nor its long and severe winters, its heavy 
snows and prolonged, intense frosts ; nor does the former 
suffer from the extremes of heat and cold to which the 
climate of the latter is subject This difference is strikingly 
shewn by the following table : — 
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Tables. 

To contrast the Climates of Vancoumr Island and 
Canada. 





HIghMt 

Year. 


Lowact 

Thermorooter durinff 

tear. 


Axmufti itkoga 

of 
Temperature. 


Esooimalt^ ) 
\aneouver f 
l8land,1860.( 
61, ) 


72' 
103* 


234* 

— -ae** (below 
zero.) 


4SJ- 
138* 





In Vancouver Island the climate is comparatively mild as 
compared with that of Canada ; the summer temperature is 
seldom oppressive, its highest range being 72^* while that 
of the latter is 102^ In the former, the lowest temperature 
was 23^*"; that of Canada was — 36^ or 69* lower : and the 
great difference in the annual range of the two equally shews 
that the climate of Vancouver Island is far more invariable 
than that of Canada. 

The climate of the south of England forms a more just 
standard for comparison with that of Vancouver Island. Both 
lie in the same hemisphere and in nearly the same latitude ; 
both are insular, and occupy a similar geographical position 
on the western side of a large continent and contiguous to 
an extensive ocean. 

The accompanying table will shew that the temperature at 

* During Auguftt 1859, the thermometer at Victoria, according to Kr 
Pemberton'fl accarate observations, roee to BV, and fell in January of 1860 
to 17^. 'This difference of range between Egquimalt and Victoria arises 
from tbe greater exposure of the latter to the san*s rays in sommer and 
cold winds of winter. 
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Esquimau contrasts favourably with that of London. The 
former has a slight advantage in latitude, marked by a cor- 
responding increase in temperature : — 

Table 9. 

To contrast the Temperature at London and Esquimalt, 
Vancouver Island 



! 


llaximum. 


MinixDuifi. 


Range. 


Average. 


London, lat 5V 80', 
Esquimau, lat 48* 24', 


86 (June) 
72 (Aug.) 


22 (J»n.) 
2$4 (Jml) 


64 

4Si 


60'Z9 
5177 



The weather of Vancouver Island is milder and steadier 
than that of England ; the summer longer, drier, and finer, 
and the winter shorter and less rigorous. The mean annual 
temperature of the former is higher by 1'5S^ than that of 
the latter. During the summer months the hot weather of 
Vancouver Island is not so oppressive, and the maximum 
temperature is less by 14?** than that of London; while in 
the winter the temperature never falls so low at Vancouver 
Island as in London; and the annual range of the two places 
differs by 154"* in favour of Esquimalt 

The following table shews that during several months, es- 
pecially in summer, the diflPerence in the mean thermometric 
range of the two places is very marked in favour of Vancou- 
ver Island. This is probably due to the cooling influence of 
the waters of the Pacific^ and the melted snow and rain of 
the Fraser River freshets, which prevent the temperature of 
the southern end of Vancouver Island from rising so high 
during suumiet as that of the south of England : — 
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Table 10. 

To compare the Monthly Maximum, Minimum, Mean, and 

Banff e of Temperature ofEequimalt and London. 



1 

i 


ESQUIMALT, 

Vancodver Island. 


LOJTDON. 


Max. 


3lta. 


Ked. 


Rang*. 


Uaz. 


HhL 


Med. 


BAngo. 


April, 


61 
62 
68 
69 
72 
65 
60 
61 
69 
51 
50 
59 


48 
46 

52 
54 
fi5 
50 
45 
40 
28 
28 
29 
S4 


51 
55 

59 
61 
62 
57 
54 
49 
42 
89 
.8 
45 


18 
16 
16 
15 
17 
15 
15 
21 
81 
28 
21 
25 


69 
75 

86 
77 
82 

75 
65 
67 
54 
50 
52 
61 


82 
86 
S8 
44 
44 
40 
82 
27 
24 
22 
25 
29 


48 

55 

60 

68 

63 

58 

51 

43 

894 

37 

40 

42 


87 
89 

48 


Mar, 


June, 


July. 


33 


August, 

September,... 

October, 

Kovember, ... 
December, ... 

Jaiiuar>% 

February, 

March, 


38 
85 
83 
30 
80 
2S 
27 
32 


The entire) \ -„ 
Year, J ; ^^ 


28 


51-77 


49 


86 


22 


50-29 


64 



The following table proves that, as a rale, these changes of 
temperature from month to month, which are so apt to make 
a climate trying to health, are not so marked and intense in 
Vancouver Island as in London ; and shew that the rise and 
decline of its temperature is more gradual, especially during 
the summer. Thus not only are the extremes of temperature 
slighter in this colony than in England, but those incessant 
variations and sudden changes from heat to cold, which often 
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prevail in the bitter country, are rarer here, less sudden aod 
intense, especially in summer : — 

Table 11. 

To shew the difference between the Mean Temperature of each 
month at London, in comparison with thai o/EsqutTnaU. 



The atmosphere of Vancouver Island, especially in summer, 
is drier than the proverbially humid climate of England ; 
and the heavy harvest rains of the English sunmier aod 
autumn months, (especially August and September,) inrhicb 
not unfrequently damage the crops, are unknown amongst us. 
The following table will shew that at Vancouver Island the 
annual number of rainy days was sixty less than at London :— 

Table la 

To shew ihe relative Prevalence of Rain at Esquimalt and 

London. 
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Here we find rain falling at London once every two days» 
but at Vancouver Island only once every three days. The 
results of an accurately kept rain-gauge would be more satis- 
factory. The table, howisver, goes far enough to prove that 
oar climate is drier and less variable than that of England, 
and that rain does not occur so often or so heavily with us 
especially in March and April, when agricultural operations 
are commencing, or during August and September, when the 
cropsp are ripening. The crops in this colony may suffer, 
although rarely to any serious extent, by droughts, but they 
are never injured by an excess of humidity, as they occasionally 
are in England. The rains of the Vancouver Island summer 
have more the character of showera Autumn and winter 
may be called emphatically the "rainy" season, in contra- 
distinction to the summer, which is often* excessively dry ; 
while in England the rain is more distributed over the year, 
and summer and autumn form the rainy season. 

The prevailing winds of Vancouver Island are southerly, 
those of England south-westerly; in the former the biting 
N.R and E. winds, which often prevail during the English 
spring and early summer, give place to mild S. and S.W. 
winds in April, which are followed in May and June by still 
milder summer breezes. Great or sudden barometric varia- 
tions unquestionably affect materially both the climate and 
salubrity of any places although their influence may be less 
apparent than that of temperature. The following table 
shews that these occur less frequently at Esquimalt than at 
London, which indicates a greater equability in its climate, 
and perhaps accounts in some degree for its greater salu- 
brity : — 
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The range daring the winter months at Esqnimalt is slight, 
especially ^n October, December, and January, bnt during 
April it is higher than for any other month at either place : 
this month is known for its frequent squalls, and is the 
period of struggle between the northerly winds of winter 
and the southerly breezes of the approaching summer. 

The salubrity of the climate of these colonies, so intimately 
associated with their physical character, is proved by ex- 
perience, to be equally good No better test can be had of 
a climate than its effect on the health of individuals sub- 
jected to its influence. 

Epidemics, such as small-pox, scarlet fever, and other in- 
fectious diseases, are rare in these colonies, even among the 
natives. Catarrhal complaints and rheumatisms occur, as in 
all countries with a corresponding climate, but less frequently 
and less severely than in England. Epidemics of influenza 
in vajrious forms occasionally prevail, especially during the 
damp foggy weather (October and November) which suc- 
ceeds the warm summer, when individuals are most apt to 
neglect those sanatory precautions necessary for the main- 
tenance of health ; but these are neither lasting nor severe, 
and many of the diseases which do occur may be traced to 
this cause, and to the erratic and often exposed life so often 
led by the floating population of both colonies. It is un- 
questionable that those who take the ordinary precautions 
may enjoy as perfect a state of health in Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia as in any part of the world. 

No statistical returns are yet kept of the health of the 
population, but the salubrity of the dimate has been fully 
proved not only by prolonged popular experience, but also 
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36 cases who had lost flesh, the falling off could be traced 
to slight accidental and remediable causes. 

Actual observation thus goes far to shew that the climate 
of these colonies is superior to that of England both in phy- 
sical character and salubrity, and experience proves that it is 
^ually well adapted for agricultural and pastoral farming. 
Its general mildness and healthiness, therefore, offer one 
great inducement among many which Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia hold out to intending emigrants. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

VAKCOUVEB ISLAND AND BRITISH COLUMBIA AS AGBICUIr 
TUBAL AND PA8T0BAL COLONIES, THEIB ANIMAL AND 
VEGBTABLE PBODUCTIONS, AND THEIB CAPABILITIES A8 
FOOD-YIELDINO COLONIES. 

Cleably the progress and probable fatnre of a colony ynUl 
depend greatly on the nature of its agricultural and pastoral 
resources, and on its capabilities for yielding food. A colony 
which has to draw all its supplies from other quarters, and per- 
haps from distant countries, at high prices, is not so likely to 
succeed, whatever be its advantages in other respects, as one 
which is independent of foreign resources. A period occurs 
in the early history of every settlement when supplies have 
to be drawn, either from the parent country or elsewhere ; 
but the necessity passes away with time ; the colonies soon 
supply their own demand^ and find within themselves those 
elements of growth necessary both for dieir present pros- 
perity and their future progress. 

Vancouver Island has thus far passed favourably through 
this first struggle in her early career ; and although her sup- 
plies are still principally imported, so promising do her agri- 
cultural and pastoral capabilities appear, that there need be 
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no apprehension of her future, or fear that the colony \\ ill 
not — and that at no very distant day — be equal for her own 
snpply, and perhaps for carrying on a considerable export of 
snrplus produce. 

Though destined, however, to attain great eminence, it 
will never acquire the agricultural prominence of California 
or British Columbia. Her fisheries, when developed, may 
become valuable as the source of an extensive export trade, 
but her animal and vegetable produce will always be limited, 
and that of her farms will never be much more than sufficient 
for her own supply; nor should Vancouver Island ever trust 
to herself for more than the supply of her own wants, and 
the development of more important resources, as well as the 
provisioning that large element in her population, her manu- 
facturers, merchants, and miners. 

Neither the geological structure nor the general topogra- 
phical features of Vancouver Island adapt it for develop- 
ment as an agricultural or pastoral colony. By far the 
greater part of the island is hilly and mountamous, and, in 
fact, forms the prolongation of the Olympian range, which, 
branching oflf from the Rocky Mountains to the south of 
California, runs up along the coast, traversing its entire 
length so as to form its backbone. A comparatively level 
peninsula^ contaimng about 150 to 200 square miles, exists 
at the southern extremity of the island, in the neighbour- 
hood of Victoria, formed by the Saanich and Sooke inlets, 
on which several fine farms and sheep-stations are actively 
and profitably worked ; but this cannot be taken as a crite- 
rion of what prevails over the island generally. The prob- 
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ability is, that such another tract, equal in size and fertility 
to the Victoria peninsula just alluded to, is not to be found 
over the entire island. The prospect from Victoria, which 
may be taken as a fair example of the general features of 
the island throughout, though fine, is by no means inviting, 
in a utilitarian point of view. It presents only a series of 
lofty, undulating, pine-clad hills, which rise irregularly one 
behind another, and have small intervening valleys where 
patches of arable land exist; but the hills themselves are 
generally so scantily covered with soil, as barely to afford 
root to the scattered and stunted trees on their sides and 
summits. 

Of the 1400 square miles which form the surface of this 
island, a large part consists of mountain, rock, swamp, and 
waste land, incapable of cultivation. Patches of arable land, 
containing from 20 to 700 acres, are, however, found in 
various parts of the southern end, as at Sooke, Beecher, and 
Peddar Bays, Saanich, Point Holmes, along the banks of the 
Coivitchin Biver, and the few small streams which exist in 
the island ; and similar patches will probably be detected 
near the numerous inlets, bays, and harbours round the en- 
tire island ; but although the soil is often of fine quali^, 
and valuable, as in the Coivitchin Valley, as at Sooke, &c, 
these tracts, being of comparatively trifling extent, cannot be 
said to affect, to any appreciable extent, the character of the 
island. The accompanying table will give an idea of the 
proportions of available and waste land, or rock and swamp, 
&c., on some of the largest and best-worked farms in the 
island : — 
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Table 14. 



Three Parmfl, 


Uader 
CttltiTfttioa. 


IncApable BtiU caDabIa 
Cultivation. CultlvatlotL 


Total. 


Acres. 
430 


Acres. 
1780* 


Acr«fl. 
150 


Acrea. 
2860 



Towards Esquimalt, which lies near the hilly country, 
the land is not so favourably adapted for agricultural and 
pastoral farming as over the Victoria peninsula generally. 
Numerous rounded masses of rock crop out in almost every 
field, and most of this neighbourhood has. so broken and 
rugged a character, as materially to interfere with agricul- 
tural operations; but although much of the land here is 
rocky and incapable of tillage, it will be seen^ from facts to 
be hereafter stated, that what is now cultivated is highly 
fertile. Towards Victoria, however^ the land improves, and 
in the Lake and Saanich districts arable land is more abun- 
dant, and of good quality. 

The subsoil consists of a bluish clay, above which rests a 
light-reddish gravelly sand, and, above all, a layer of rich 
fertile black or brownish-black spongy loam, which consists 
chiefly of decayed vegetable matter, the accumulation of 
ages ; and to the presence, absence, or relative preponder- 
ance of which is to be attributed the difference in the char- 
acter of the soil apparent in different districts, and often 

*0f this quantity, though incapable of caltiyatlon, from. 400 to 500 
acres are woodland and open pasture interapeised with trees, affording 
shelter and some little food to cattle. 
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within comparatiTely narrow limits, and which necessarily 
causes a difference in the valne of even neighbouring farms. 

The agricultural capabilities of Vancouver Island, how- 
ever, such as they are, are good; and instances might be 
given where, with selected land, farming operations on a 
large scale, have been crowned with success, under the ener- 
getic and persevering exertions of practical farmersL Owing, 
however, to the usually scattered condition of the land of 
this colony, its broken nature, and the scantiness of the soii, 
it will be evident that farming operations on an extensive 
scale are attended with great difficulty. In this island, large 
farms are rarely met with, the smaller being more likely to 
prove successful 

That the capabilities of Vancouver Island, for the par- 
poses now under consideration, are by no means unimport- 
ant, notwithstanding these evident disadvantages, is proved 
by many instances of complete succesa Wheat, oats, bar- 
ley, pe^se, and other cereals, with potatoes, turnips, carrots, 
beet, &c., and all the usual products of English farming, 
grow readily in the colony, and are often superior in quality 
to those reared in the territories adjoining ; while the mar- 
ket-gardens and orchards are equally successful in supplying 
the table with vegetables and fruit of a very superior de- 
scription. While we are on this subject^ it may not be out 
of pkce to add the testimony of one of the most practical 
and energetic farmers of the colony : — " Draining is un- 
known in Vancouver Island as yet ; labomr is so high that 
it prevents the farmer from carrying on this improvement 
Could he afford the luxury, the soil would be thereby ren- 
dered equal, if not superior to that of England and Scotland. 
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Our. best soil is low and swampy^ requiring nothing but 
cheap labour and tile-drains to make it equally productive 
with the finest lands in the old country." 

The accompanying table will shew that the average yield 
of good land in Vancouver Island contrasts favourably vdth 
that of England, the finest and most productive of the three 
divisions of Great Britain : — 



Tablb 15. 

Yield per Acre of Land in Vancouver Island in contrast 
mtih that in England, Ireland, and Scotland 



Wheats 


TiBLO Pca ACRK. 


Weight 
per iJiuhcl 

at 
Vancouver 

Island 
(Estimated.) 


^F!t\g\KW\. 


Scotland. 


Iroland. 


Vancouver 
IsLmd. 


4 qrs. 

^\ « 

U „ 

H » 

20 tons 

6„ 

25 fold 

80-40 tons, 
(green) 


31 qrs. 

e „ 

60 „ 

3 „ 

25 tons 

5 „ 

25 fold 

85 tons, 
(green) 


3 qrs. 

4 « 

3 qra. 
25 tons 

7 „ 

80 fold 

83 tons, 
(green) 


3 qrs. 

U» 

4i„ 
25 „ 

^i „ 
15 tons 

i „ 

25 fold 

85 tons, 

(green) 


62 Iba. 
50 „ 
38 „ 


Barley, 


Oats,.« 


Potatoes, 

Pease, 


Tnniips,- 

Clover, ) 
(cut green,) 

Gardens,. 

Tarea,^ •< 
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Table 16. 

Average Prices of Vancouver Island Farm Produce in 

contract with those of England^ Scotland, and Ireland.' 



Wheats.... 
Barley^... 

Oat3, 

Potatoes,.. 
Peaae, 



i 



Turnips, 

Clover, 
(green,) ... 

(hardens, 

Tares (valu- 
able aa sum- 
mer feed,) 



Vanoouvor 
Itland. 



j^,158.p6rqr. 
^2,181. „ 

£2, Os. „ 

£15 to £18 
per acre. 

£2,18ft.perqr. 

£15 per ftcre. 

^12 „ 
^23 „ 

£8 



EaglAucL 



SooU&nd. 



£2, ISs. lOd. 
perqr. 

£1, 15a. 6d. 
per qr. 

£1, Ss. 9d. 
per qr. 

£15 per acre. 

£1, 14s. 2d. to 
£2, 3a. per qr. 



£2, 16s. perqr. 
£1, 168. M 
£1, 58. „ 



£2 per qr. 



IreUad. 



£2,108. perqr. 
^1,108. , 
^1, Os. , 



£5 to £10 per £5 to £10 per 
acre. 

£6 to £8 per £4 to £6 per 
acre. acre. 

£25 per acre. £20 per acre. 
£6 per acre. £5 



£1,1 58. perqr. 

£4 to £8 per 
acre. 

£3 to £5 per 
acre. 

£15 per acre. 



The high prices which the Vancouver Island fiirmer can 
obtain for his wheat, barley, and oats, contrast faTonrably 
with those of England, especially when the close proximity 
of the colony to the eminent grain-growing and exporting 
country of California is taken into account Those obtained 
for pease, tares, clover, but especially for potatoes, turnips, 
and garden produce, are also worth notice ; they are, how- 
ever, counterbalanced by a corresponding outlay for labour. 
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At present^ the farm produce of the island is insufEcient 
for the supply of its own population. Few of the farmers 
having any surplus to dispose of, their exports are nil ; and 
hence the island farms, gardens, and orchards cannot com- 
pete with those longer colonised and better cultivated neigh- 
bour States of Oregon, Washington, and California^ with 
their cheap land and cheap labour, which furnish the greater 
portion of its supplies. When, however, it is more exten- 
sively settled, when labour cheapens and increases, and agri- 
culture is more developed, we may anticipate such an increase 
of this island's productions as will equal, if not exceed her 
consumption, and contribute to a more successful competition 
with the adjacent states, which it will yet surpass in the 
quality, if not in the quantity of its productions. Many 
tracts, both in the neighbourhood of Victoria and over the 
island generally, where the land is too rocky and the soil too 
scanty for agricultural labours, may be easily and profitably 
converted into market gardens or orchards. Market-garden- 
ing and fruit-growing on a large scale will soon be required 
for the supply of Victoria^ and are likely to pay well. 
Vegetables and fruit may be reared in quantities sufficient 
not only for home-consumption, but for exportation. The 
ordinary vegetables^ and^^o the apples, pears, and other 
varieties of fruit grown in temperate climates, are generally 
much superior to those reared in warmer latitudes ; and the 
samples grown here are decidedly superior to much that is 
at present imported from Oregon and California, and its 
production as an article of export deserves encouragement 

On the other hand, the hilly character of the island gener- 
ally, — ^the deficiency of level arable land, — ^the absence of 
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extensive tracts of well-watered pasture and grassy plains, 
and the scantiness of the natural grasses,— combined with 
the occasional dryness of the summer, which often scorches 
and withers what does exist, — all check the development of 
Vancouver Island as a great pastoral colony. Large flocks 
of sheep or herds of cattle, such as are common in the 
Australian colonies, and such as may yet be kept in British 
Columbia, with its extensive prairies weU adapted for pastoral 
purposes, can never be kept in Vancouver Island. The 
number of cattle at the largest farms on the island varies 
from 60 to 100 head. Flocks of sheep consisting of from 
400 to 500 head are kept in the Lake and Saanich districts, 
where the natural grasses are more abundant^ and the land 
more level and better adapted for sheep-farming than near 
Victoria or Esquimalt. These prove most profitable, the 
usual annual increase being about 100 per cent Hogs, also, 
thrive remarkably, their average annual increase being about 
1000 per cent. Much is to be expected in this colony from 
a more extensive clearance of the land, a more rigid economy 
of soil in converting the rocky parts which are unfit for any- 
thing else into grazing ground, and from a more general 
introduction of artificial grasses, — eg,, alfafa^ or Chilian 
clover, &a, &c., — ^a more ample supply of winter food, and 
a more frequent adoption of the practice of housing cattle, 
especially in winter. The risk which now attends the keep- 
ing of stock would be thereby much diminished, and the 
advantages which Vancouver Island possesses, especially as 
to fertility of soil and salubrity of climate, render it capable 
of producing cattle, sheep, and farm-stock generally, of 
superior quality, and sufficient for the colony, if not for ex- 
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portation. The experience of the past severe and prolonged 
winter (1861-62) has rendered most painfully apparent the 
necessity which exists for providing a better supply of winter 
food for cattle than has hitherto prevailed as a rule among 
the farmers here. 

Cattle, sheep, pigs» poultry, &a, originally introduced 
from Oregon, England, or Australia^ thrive remarkably in 
Vancouver Island ; and no finer mutton, beef, or pork can 
be had than that of this colony, except, perhaps, in Enghind ; 
that of Vancouver Island certainly surpasses much of what 
is now imported from American territory. The accompany- 
ing table (17) will shew the average weight attained by our 
stock. The want of labour, the scanty supply of grass and 
other food, &c, prevent the farmer in this colony from pay- 
ing the same amount of attention to stock as in En^^land ; 
otherwise we might rival the mother coimtry. As yet^ 
however, much of the beef, mutton, &c, sold in the markets 
of the colony, is imported from the neighbouring American 
territory, although the colony itself will be able to compete 
with more success when better developed 

The trifling attention paid to dairy produce in Vancouver 
Island is a mistake. Colonial milk, butter, or cheese is sel- 
dom seen as an article of sale. No cheese has yet been 
made ; most of the butter in the market is imported. The 
milk is good and abundant in summer, the climate favourable 
as to temperature, and dairy produce would sell well in the 
colony, and might also be exported. 

Although the climate of Vancouver Island is favourable 
for agricultural and pastoral farming, and much of its arable 
land highly fertile, its general mountainous character pre- 
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eludes the possibility of its ever excelling or even riyalling 
conntries like California and the longer known British colonies 
in the southern hemisphere, — e.g., the Gape of Qood Hope, 
Australia, New Zealand, &a, — ^whose capabilities comprise a 
fine, genial climate, an abimdance of pasture land, and a soil 
well adapted for husbandry. This colony, however, has 
Britiish Columbia on her right to fall back upon to supply 
her markets, — ^a country in every way adapted, by its cli- 
mate, soil, fine pastures, and an abundance of arable land, 
for agricultural and pastoral development, and capable of 
becoming a storehouse of animal and vegetable produce able 
to supply, not orily this island, but the entire Pacific. For 
farmers desirous of possessing large farms, or extensive 
tracts of gra2dng land for cattle-breeding, British Columbia 
unquestionably offers a better field than Vancouver Island. 

Farm-labourers are much required in this colony. Labour 
is scarce and expensive ; and Indian labour cannot supply 
the deficiency. For married men able to purchase and stock 
a small farm of from twenty to sixty acres, and have that 
and their family as an inducement to remain where they 
settle, Vancouver Island is a fine field for emigration. 
Steady, practical fjEum-labourers, with no capital except a 
stout heart and willing hands, are much wanted, and are 
sure to find ready employment^ high wages, and a comfort- 
able home, and may ultimately become independent farmers. 
Cases of this kind are not uncommon ; and instances might 
be given of individuals in this neighbourhood who came to 
the colony as farm-labourers, and are now independent, 
and possess a small property. The following is a table of 
wages :— 
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Table 18. 

To contrast the Wages of Farm^Labourers in Vancouver 

Island with those of England and Scotland. 



VaneoaTer Islavd. 


EnglAiuL 


ScotUud. 

lOs. per week ; no 
rations. 


£4 pey month, with "j 
rations. f 

68, dd. perdaj; no [ 
rations. ) 


£2, 8s. per month ; no 
rations. 



Vancouver Island has no attractions for amateur farmers, 
especially during the present scarcity of labour. Difficulties 
have to be encountered in clearing heavily-timbered land» 
fencing and draining ity in building houses, making roads, 
&C., with which energetic practical fanners alone are able 
successfully to cope. Setting these aside, and the deficiency 
of labour, — ^both great inconveniences, especially on first 
settling, — the emigrant will find that farming in Vancouver 
Island very much resembles what it is in England. The 
usual time of sowing and reaping is almost the same in the 
former as in the latter, with the exception of spring wheat, 
sown in England in February, and of which there is little or 
none sown in this colony. 

Vancouver Island. 

Time of Sowing. Time of Roapinf . 

"Wheat, Ist ISTovember. 

Oats, 

From middle of March to 
end of April 



^ 



Barley,.... 
Pease,.... 
Tares, 

P^***o«*' ^^ ^ ^^ ^y- \ Ist to middle of Norember. 

Turnips, l*t June to middle of July. 



. 1st Angost to end of Sept 
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In England and Scotland the farmer has the advantage 
from his land being mostly all drained, which enables him 
to get on with his operations so much earlier in spring. 

The principal market for the farm produce of Vancouver 
Island will necessarily be found in the colony itself, and 
chiefly in its capital, the population of which is rapidly in- 
creasing and will soon be great 

For any surplus produce China will be a good market : 
first, among the colonists, chiefly English and American, 
resident at Hong-Eong, Shanghae, and the other free ports 
along that coast ; secondly, among the more numerous float* 
ing populations which man the merchant and royal navies of 
England, France, America^ &&, on the China station. 

Butter and cheese, when manufactured, will find a ready 
sale in China, and will supplant much of that now sold there, 
which is expensive and often bad. Australia imports a large 
quantity of butter chiefly from England ; Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia are closer at hand. Potatoes, carrots, 
turnips, &c., superior to those grown in such climates as that 
of China, especially along its sultry, sub-tropical southern 
coasts will find a ready market there, like those now sent 
across from San Francisco. Cattle, sheep, &c., much superior 
both in weight and quality to the dwarfish cattle of China» 
would meet with a ready sale among the Europeans. The 
regular steam communication which must soon be opened 
between Vancouver Island and China, and a short passage 
of three weeks, will give both this colony and British Co- 
lumbia^ every fiicility for sending a regular and abundant 
supply. 

The above remarks on the agricultural and pastoral capa- 
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bilities of Vanoonver Idand are equally applicable to British 
Columbia as far as the quality of the soil and the nature and 
value of its productions are concerned, but not as to their 
quantity. 

British Columbia possesses every facility for becoming a 
great agricultural and pastoral colony. It may be roughly 
described as consisting of the coast or hilly country, which 
embraces about one-third of its surface, and the interior or 
agricultural district, comprising the inner half or two-thirds 
next the Rocky Mountaina In the former, which is com- 
paratively unkDOwn, some level arable land exists along the 
small rivers which drain it^ and also near the numerous inlets 
which penetrate this coast ; but its general features are hilly 
and mountainous. The "Lower Fraser," as far as Yale, 
(which may be said to be the only tract of British Colombia 
yet settled,) lies in this hilly country. Its climate is rainy, 
and any level land which does exist, though fertile, is densely 
wooded and difficult to clear. 

The interior or agricultural region has a different character, 
and is the country of the *' Upper Fraser,'* where the Hudson's 
Bay Company's forts have long existed, and where the Cari- 
boo mines are. Its principal characteristics are extensive 
tracts of fine woodland and of open prairie, highly fertfle, 
and well adapted for farming or pastoral purposes ; and well 
watered and drained — first by the Fraser Eiver, which tra- 
verses its entire length from north to south ; and, second, by 
an innumerable number of lakes, many of which are of con- 
siderable siise, but the majority small and unimportant^ and 
most numerous towards its northern part In the interior 
the climate is fine« mild, and dry, and superior to that along 
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the '' Lower Fraser/' which still forms the principal route 
to the agricultural country. The difficulty of access is the 
chief obstacle to settlement : trail and canoe are still the 
only modes by which it can be reached ; and waggon roads 
leading from some part of the coast will be necessary for its 
development. When more accessible and better known, the 
interior of British Columbia will become rapidly colonised 
by agricultural and pastoral settlers. The land is highly fer- 
tile, open, and dear of heavy timber, weU watered and grassy ; 
the climate fine and healthier than along the ''Lower Fraser/* 
and especially invites those desirous of farming or stock- 
keeping on an extensive scale. 

Owing to the diyness of the soil in the agricultural dis- 
tricts of British Columbia^ irrigation is necessaiy for success- 
ful farming or gardening ; otherwise the grass, &c., becomes 
parched and withered. Fortunately, rivulets and streams 
abound, and the character of the country is such that this 
task is easily accomplished. 

Li both colonies the value and tenure of land varies ari- 
cording to whether it consists of town^ots, suburban, or 
rural land, and whether it is surveyed or unsurveyed. The 
town and suburban lots in both colonies are nearly all sold, 
and can now be obtained only at high prices. Town-lots in 
Victoria vary from £200 to £500 per acre ; and, during the 
gold-diggiog excitement of 1859, much higher prices were 
obtained; in several instances reaching many thousands. 
The average price of suburban lots at Victoria is £20 per 
acre. The upset pricb of surveyed rural land in both colonies 
is 4s. 2d. (one dollar) per acre, one-fourth of which must be 
paid at once, the remainder by instalments within four years. 
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the agricultural and pastoral population of these coloniea 
The chief reason undoubtedly is that neither the colonics 
themselves nor their capabilities are yet suflSciently known 
to induce emigration to the extent that will sooner or later 
prevail A second is, the great distance of the colony from 
England^ and the expense of the voyage. This obstacle, how- 
ever, is decreasing as the colony advances, and much of it 
ndght be removed by the aid of "Emigrant Societies/* — 
similar to those which contributed so much some years ago 
to the development of Australia, New Zealand, Canada, &c., 
by providing good accommodation in comfortable, safe> and 
speedy vessels, — the passage money to be paid partly after 
settlement, as the success of the colonist enables him. The 
gold-diggings of British Columbia also undoubtedly allure 
many from this and other less exciting pursuits, and dimin- 
ishes the available labour of the colony. 

THE TOrBKR-PBODUCE OF VANCOUVBB ISLAND AND 
BBinSH COLUMBIA. 

The timber-produce of Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia will soon be of great value in the colonies them- 
selves — especially in the former, likely to possess a large 
mercantile navy. In addition to this, the increasing scarcity, 
in many countries, of timber adapted for mast and spar- 
making, and for ship-building purposes g^erally, makes the 
produce of these colonies of peculiar value, especially to 
extensive ship-building countries like Great Britain^ 

Both colonies are, for the most part, forest-clad, and much 
fine timber exists. The pine, or cone-bearing family, pre- 
dominates throughout, and forms a marked feature in the 
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scenery. The following list comprises the most useful and 
important trees : — 

1. ConiferrB (Cone-bearing family,) 



Pinna Dougl&uii, 


••• ... 


DougUapine. 


f, Balsameft, ... 


... ••• 




„ Strobua, ... 


••■ ... 


White, or Weymouth pine. 


,, CanAdenBiB, 


•.. 


Hemlock pine. 


,, Mitii. 






„ Nigra, ... 


... ••■ 


Blaekapraoe. 


„ NobUia, ... 


... 


Noble fir. 


,, QrandlB. 






„ MonticoU. 






Thiga Occidentalia, 


... ... 


Red cedar. 


Cupresaua Thuoidea, 


... ... 


Common cypreai cedar. 


TaxuB Bacchata, 





Western yew. 


2. AmentacecB (Catkin-bearing family.) 


Platanua Acerifolia, 




Plane. 


Populua Tremula, 


... 


Aapen. 


,, Balaamea, 


••• 


Cotton-wood« 


Qucrcua Nigra, ... 


••• ... 


Black oak. 


„ Alba, ... 





White oak. 




S. Ericacew, 


Arbutoa Laurifolia, 


».. •«• 


Arbutua. 



The Douglas pine preponderates at the southern end of 
Vancouver Island, and along its east and west coasts, with 
occasional patches of oak, and a few maple, cypress, arbutus, 
yew, and other varieties. Maple is said to abound towards 
its north end. Many of the trees on the hilly ground are 
of stunted growth; but in the valleys and low ground, 
especially along the west coast, heavy timber is plentiful— 
especially the lofty Douglas pine, admirably adapted for 
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mast and spar iraJdng. Messrs Stamp & Co., at Barclay 
Sonndy are actively poshing the timber trade, and are ex- 
porting cut timber to Australia, &c. ; and are abo under 
contract to supply the English Qovemment with spars. 
Much of the oak of this colony is of good size and quality, 
and well adapted for knee-timber and general ship-building 
purposes. 

Their wood has been of incalculable utility to these 
young colonies, where it still forms the principal fuel, and 
the most generally employed material for house-buildiug, 
land-fencing, &c., &c. Saw-mills are much required at the 
southern end of Vancouver Island to supply the colony with 
sawn timber ; much of that now in use is imported from the 
neighbouring American territory- The principal difficulty 
in this colony is the scarcity of labour. 

The timber-produce of British Columbia is both varied 
and valuable ; the country, along the lower Fraser especially, 
is densely wooded. The forests of this colony may be said 
to be inexhaustible, and will long yield timber in abundance 
when the timber-produce of Vancouver Island has been 
consumed. British Columbia has superior facilities for the 
development of an export trade in timber. By its large and 
rapid rivers, especially the Eraser and its tributaries, and 
the Hlarrison and other lakes, which usually communicate 
with them, the timber of the north-east, east, and southern 
parts of the interior, and of the whole of the extensive tract 
of wooded coimtry which the Fraser Biver drains, may be 
floated down to New Westminster or Victoria for shipment ; 
while that of the hilly region which lies between the western 
coast and the Cascade and Harrison Lake ranges may be 
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similarly iaransported by the sxnailer streams and those 
numeroufl arms of the sea which are fooBd in that direction 
— e.g,, Bentinck Arm, Howe Sound, Bate*s Inlet, &c., where 
saw-mills may easily be established for the manufacture of 
spars and timber, similar to that now in operation at Barclay 
Sound. The timber found in British Columbia^ though 
more varied than that of Vancouver Island, is even less used, 
except for fuel and house-building. 

Several markets may be found for the manufactured tim- 
ber of Vancouver Island and British Columbia* In England, 
spars, oak, and other woods are much, required for ship- 
building ; in Australia and South America timber is scarce ; 
and in China, especially in the south, whose teeming popu- 
lation are compelled to sacrifice everything to agriculture, 
and where wood is therefore scarce, valuable, and in great 
demand for house, junk, and boat-building. In China, the 
soft woods of Vancouver Island will find a ready sale ; and 
also charcoal, the principal fuel used by the Chinese for 
culinary and general domestic purposes. 

The collection of turpentine, an exudation from various 
species of pine, might be profitable in these colonie& The 
Douglas pine yields it in considerable quantities, though 
probably not so abundantly as the Carolina pine, the ordi- 
nary source of the turpentine of English commerce. The 
manufacture of tar, invaluable to Vancouver Island as a com- 
mercial and fishing colony with a numerous shipping, has 
not yet been attempted in either colony. In the Southern 
States of America, it is made from the heart- wood of dead 
pines, which become charged with resinous juice long after 
the tree has died; from which it is extracted by an easy 
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process usually carried ou iu the forest From tar thus ob- 
tained, pitch may be procured by distillation. 

The manufacture of potash or pearl-ash, (the black-salts of 
commerce,) now extensively carried out in the forests of 
Canada, might be attempted in those of British Columbia and 
Vancouver Island with their surplus wood. In Canada, the 
hard woods yield it in greatest abundance, especially elm, 
ash, birch, beech, and maple, and the salt is made by dissolv- 
ing and evaporating the ashes left on burning the trees. 
This salt will be useful in the colony for the soap, candle, 
and other manufactures. 

THE FISHERIES OF VANCOUVER ISLAND AND BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Both the coast and deep-sea fishing of Vancouver Island 
will yet become of great importance to the colony, and be 
one of the most fertile sources of her wealth. This colony 
offers one of the most promising fields that could be found 
for the immediate commencement of fishing operations on a 
large scale, and holds out superior inducements both for 
energetic private and combined labour and capital, and for 
the settlement of an industrious fishing population. 

1. No attempt has yet been made to develop them, and, 
with trifling exceptions, they still remain in the hands of the 
native fish-eating Indians, who subsist almost entirely on 
salmon, cuttle-fish, shell-fish, &a, caught in the vicinity of 
the island. 

2. Vancouver Island is eminently adapted for becoming 
a fish-catching, curing, and exporting colony. Her insular 
character, indented coast, and the numerous harbours and 
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inlets which eodBt along her coasts, many of which (e,g,t Fort 
San Jnan, Albemi Canal, Barclay, CSlayoquot, and Nootka 
Sounds, Hespod^ Eoskeema, and other bays along the west 
coasts Sooke, Esquimalt, and Victoria, along the south coast, 
and Nanaimo Harbour, &c, along the east coast) are well 
adapted for convenient and sheltered fishing stations; and 
her proximity to an extensive' fishing field which exists round 
the coast and in the North Pacific, all afford extraordin&iy 
facilities for development of the colony in this direction. 

3. Fish are caught in abundance. Herrings abound all 
round the island. Several varieties of salmon are cangbt, 
and thousands die annually in the Fraser, Coivitchin, and 
other rivers of both colonies while passing up the stream to 
deposit their spawn* Sturgeon are caught in the lower 
Fraser Biver, and on the banks and shallow water near its 
mouth ; while halibut^ skate, rock-cod» smelt, whiting; bass, 
and many other varieties of fish, are caught along the coast 
Very little is yet known as to the varieties existing in the 
deep water at a short distance from the coasts but they are 
probably abundant Cod are found, and extend as far north 
as the Aleutian Islands ; and an energetic prosecution of the 
cod-fishery may yet make it as valuable as that of Newfonnd- 
land. 

4. The development of the fisheries of Vancouver Island 
is both necessary and judicioua The requirements of an 
abeady large and daily increasing colony necessitate a speedy 
development of its fisheries. Victoria, with its 3000 inhabit- 
ants, now depends for its scanty and irregular supply of 
fish on a few Italian fishermen and the native Indiani^ ad^ 
the other settlements are still worse off Moreover, salmon, 
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herrings^ sturgeon, and the other fish caught near the island, 
may be easily cured by materials which the colony itself can 
furnish, and exported in the sun-dried smoke-dried, salted, 
or preserved state. British Columbia^ when more densely 
peopled, will become a good market for Vancouver Island 
cured fish. Preserved fish may be exported to Chili, Peru, 
&c., where they are now imported from England and the 
States. The preserved salmon of this colony would soon 
supersede the too frequently inferior preserves in use among 
the Europeans along the coast of China. The Chinese, 
Japanese, &c., themselves, all great consumers of fish, would 
readily purchase dried or salted fish. An export of this kind 
will soon be practicable ; the fisheries of Vancouver Island 
canuot long remain undeveloped ; the relations between this 
colony and eastern Asia are likely soon to be intimate, and 
the intercourse frequent; for, undoubtedly, it is in these 
countries that Vancouver Island, as a manufacturing and 
commercial colony, will find the best market for her manu- 
factured goods, and the busiest field for her commerce. An- 
other market will be found in New Zealand and Australia, 
where an attempt is now being made to introduce salmon 
and several other varieties of fish, as well as grouse and other 
game, firom England and Europe — an attempt which this 
colony may possibly aid. 

5. The development of the fisheries of Vancouver Island 
will indirectly originate several useful and lucrative manu- 
factures. Various oils are obtained from the herring, 
sturgeon, &c., &c., but especially from the cod; and the 
production of cod-liver oil nwght be carried on. From the 
sound, or swimming-bladder, of the sturgeon fine isinglass is 
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made, like that largely exported from the eastern States of 
America; and a coarser kind is made from cod sounds. 
Both will be useful for fining malt liquor, likely soon to be 
abundantly made, and even now largely in demand in the 
colony, and which may also be exported to England, Austra- 
lia, &e. Caviare, a favourite article of diet in Southern Sns- 
sia, and made of sturgeons' roes, may also be manufactured 
for exportation. 

Vancouver Island will become an important depot for the 
prosecution of whale, seal, and walrus fishing. 

The "right whale" fishing ground in the North Pacific 
extends from lat 80* north. We have seen a shoal of 
whales within eighteen hours* sail of Victoria. Seals abound 
on the shores of the Aleutian Islands, and in the vicinitf of 
Behring's Straits. And the morse or walrus, valuable on 
account of its ivory, exists in greater numbers there than in 
any other part of the world. Vancouver Island is only 
2000 miles, and fourteen or fifteen days' sail, from Behring's 
Straits, which may be considered the farthest range of her 
fishing ground ; a shorter distance by 580 miles, and four 
days' sail, than England is from her fishing ground in Davis' 
Strait. The "sperm" or South Sea whale-fishing ground 
extends from lat 20^ north to lat. 20** south ; and to and 
from thence to Vancouver Island, in lat 48** north, whalers 
would have a comparatively short and safe run, with the 
trade-wiiids to aid them, and an open sea, free of danger, to 
traverse. 

San Francisco and the Sandwich Islands are the principal 
rendezvous for those whalers that prosecute their fishing in 
the Pacific. The harbours of this colony— d jr., Esquimalt 
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and Victoria, offer equal safety and superior facilities for 
refitting, provisioning, &c. ; with greater proximity to the 
whaling ground, at least to that of the North Pacific, and a 
better chance for accurately timing an early ai*rival at the 
commencement of the fishing season. Also the development 
of Vancouver Island as a manufacturing colony, and the 
introduction of those by no means complicated processes 
necessary for making the products of whaling available, — 
e,g.y the manufacture of spermaceti, ivory, whalebone, oil, 
&c., &c., — ^will make this colony of still greater importance a? 
a whaling station. Many of those trades which depend 
directly or indirectly on the supply of such products — e.g,, 
the manufacture of soap, candles, combs, umbrellas, &c. — 
may be introduced into the colony by developing its whale 
fisheries. An additional inducement to urge their develop- 
ment is found in the fact that the " right whale " is fast dis- 
appearing in the Greenland seas ; and can now be cauglit 
in numbers barely sufficient to make the whale-fishing o^ 
Great Britain and the United States a paying affair. The 
fishing ground of the North Pacific is .more extensive, little 
occupied, and that only by whalers with no fixed head- 
quarters, and who, having to carry their cargoes to a dis- 
tance for sale and manufacture, prosecute their labours 
under disadvantages which would not attend the ships hail- 
ing firom this colony. 

The fisheries of British Columbia, still undeveloped, will 
also become of importance ; and are probably equal in value 
to those of Vancouver Island, though difierent in character. 
They consist of the river, coast, and deep-sea fisheries. The 
rivers of tliis colony, especially the Fraser, and the coast o: 
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British Columbia generally^ abound with sahnon, which are 
caught by the natives all the year round, but more par- 
ticularly during the salmon season, in the months of Sep- 
tember and October, ^en they obtain their winter stock. 
The salmon caught in the rivers are said to be finer, and 
better adapted for curing than those of Vancouver Island 
and the coast The sturgeon is plentiful in the lower Fraser ; 
and both the sturgeon and the salmon fisheries of this colony 
are worth developing as the source of an export trade in 
cured fish, isinglass, caviare, &c. Carp and the " white fish" 
(Corrigonus alba) abound in the lakes and streams of the 
interior, and form an important article of food. 

British Columbia h&s a coast line of 400 miles, indented 
with numerous inlets well adapted for fishing stations; and 
herring, whiting, &c., &c., may be plentifully caught for the 
supply of this neighbourhood when it becomes settled ; while 
along the northern half of the coast, which is open to the 
Pacific, deep-sea, whale, seal, and walrus fiyshing may be 
carried on at some future day when the north-western 
regions of this colony become settled; although in this, 
Vancouver Island is evidently better fitted to take and keep 
the lead. British Columbia will ultimately excel in river 
fishing; Vancouver Island in deep-sea^ whale, and seal 
fishing; while both, besides suppljring their own popula- 
tion, and giving a mutual exchange, are capable of de- 
veloping an extensive and lucrative export trade in cured 
fish. 

An abundance of game is f oxmd all over both colonies ; 
and deer, grouse, &c., and an infinite variety of wild fowl 
are shot and sold at a cheap rate by the Indians. 
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Victoria has long been the seat of a valnable export trade 
izi bxm, and is to the country to the weet of the Bocky 
Mountains what Fort York on Hudson's Bay has been to 
the tract lying to the eastward of that range. The furs 
collected at the various stations in the interior, and trans- 
mitted to this fort for annual shipment to England, con- 
sist chiefly of beaver, otter, fox, bear, marten, lynx, and 
minx skins. This trade has hitherto been entirely in the 
hands of the Hudson's Bay Company ; and, although theii* 
charter has e:q>ired, their capital and position will long 
enable them almost to monopolise this trade — the importance 
and value of which, however, are gradually on the decline. 
Twenty or thirty years ago, the exportation of the valuable 
skins of the sea otter from California to China was most 
lucrative ; but the spread of this settlement, the colonization 
of Washington and Oregon, and lastly, of Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia, has both driven the fur trade and 
fur-bearing animals, as well as the native Indians who hunt 
them, further north, and reduced their numbers, and will 
ultimately lead to their extinction. 

Vancouver Island and British Columbia thus possess 
valuable animal and vegetable products, and good agricul- 
tural and pastoral capabilities ; valuable fisheries and eminent 
food-producing capabilities ; while good markets exist in the 
Pacific for their surplus produce, with every facility for its 
exportation. Few colonies can offer better inducements than 
thesa Their ultimate prosperity and development can only 
be a question of time. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE MINERAL PRODUCTIONS OF VANCOUVER ISLAND AND 
BKITISH COLUMBIA ; AND THEIR RESOURCES, CAPA- 
BILITIES, AND ADVANTAOES AS MINERAL-YIELDING 
COLONIES. 

Both colonies are rich in undeveloped mineral wealth. The 
mineral resources of Vancouver Island, though less attractive 
than those of British Columbia, will ultimately become of 
greater importance to both, especially to the island itself, the 
successful development of whose manufacturing and com- 
mercial capabilities they will materially aid. It is to these, 
in connexion with her manufactures and commerce, that we 
must look for much of her future prosperity : and their true 
value and importance will become apparent only when the 
island has attained the position of a commercial and manu- 
facturing colony; when her railways and steamers, her 
manufactures, her smelting operations, and the requirements 
of a largely-augmented population have increased the demand, 
more especially, for her building materials and coal. 

The geological structure of this island consists of a central 
axis of dense erupted masses of igneous origin, resting on 
the flanks of which are conglomerates, sandstones, and other 
sedimentary rocks of a carboniferous deposit. But our 
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knowledge of her mineral wealth is iitill very limited ; no 
part of the island, not even her coal-fields, having yet been 
carefully surveyed. 

Occasional mmoors have told of the discovery of gold and 
silver ; but the geological and physical features of the island, 
the probable widely sprea^ existence of the coal formation, 
(in which they are seldom found,) and various other circum- 
stances, appear to suggest that neither of them will ever be 
obtained in such abundance as to rival the mines of British 
Columbia ; if, indeed, they be found in quantities sufScient 
to remunerate the miner for his labour. 

Copper is more likely to be obtained in paying quantities ; 
and would prove of greater value. A metalliferous vein, 
containing traces of copper, crops out at Esquimalt Harbour 
— perhaps valueless in itself, but still of importance as an 
indication of the presence of this metal, and of its probable 
existence elsewhere in richer veins. Copper has more 
recently been discovered at Barclay Sound in the form of 
peacock ore, containing sulphurets, which is very favourably 
viewed. The only sample yet assayed contained 26 per cent, 
of copper. The locality has been only partially prospected 
but a company has been formed to follow up the discovery, 
and work the mines, if practicabla Fine specimens of 
peacock copper ore, containing from 20 to 68 per cent, of 
copper, and apparently equal in value to much of that now 
so profitably worked in Chili, have been brought from Queen 
Charlotte's Island — one of the same group as Vancouvei 
Island, and possessing a similar geological structure. 

The frequent occurrence of iron in connexion with coal 
in other countries, and the probable prevalence of the coa 
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f onnation (nrer » laxge part^ perhaps the greater portion of 
Vancouver Island^ appear to indicate that this» the most use- 
ful of all the metal% which is said to have been lately dis- 
covered along the west coasts will be fonnd in abundance. 
It is to her insular position, her coal-fields, and her iron iht 
England owes much of her greatnesa Two of these this 
colony possesses ; the third she may, and probably does pos- 
sess, and it ought therefore to be well searched for. With 
iron for machinery, coal to work it^ and eminent commercial 
capabilities, Vancouver Island might become second only to 
England in manufacturing and commercial prosperity. 

Coal, unquestionably the most important of the known 
minerals of this colony, crops out at various parts, — e.jf.> at 
Cape Bonilla, near Port San Juan ; at Nespod, to the north 
of Nootka Sound, both on the west coast; at Fort Bupert, 
and at Nanaimo, on its north-east and east coasts ; and these 
indications of its presence near the north and south extremi- 
ties of the island, and on her east and west coasts, render it 
probable that this fossil is very generally distributed, especi- 
ally along its east coast, where the seams are apparently ex- 
tensive and valuable, although Nanaimo is the only place 
where it has been ascertained, as yet, that mines can be 
readily, profitably, and extensively worked 

The coal of Vancouver Island is of fair quality, decidedly 
superior to some of the Scotch coal, but cannot be compared 
with that of the North of England, or more especially with 
the Wdsh. The following is an analysis and comparison of 
it with other varieties : — 
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Table 19. 
Analifsia of Vancouver Island and other varieties of Coal 



Ywietj. 



WdahCOndgolA) 

NeweasUe (Oan's \ 
HartlftyX f 

Sootch (Fordel 8pliat>. 

Borneo (Labaan) ...«..., 

Chili (Oooceptloii Biy) 

Sydn^^ •••> •••••••••• ••< 

Ymatocmwvt Iilaad... 



1*80 
1*S6 

1*28 



84-87 
7»itt 

79-S8 

70*55 
88-8» 



8-84 

511 

5-50 
5-74 
5'78 
6*88 
5-82 



0*41 

1-17 

1*18 
0-80 
0-85 
1-28 
1^ 



i 



0-45 

0-88 

IM 
1-45 
1-86 
O'TO 
2-20 



718 

7-88 

8*88 
28-75 
U'24 
8-82 
8*70 



8-24 

6-21 

4-00 
7-74 
762 
2'0« 
15-88 



85-5 
80-88 
52H» 

48-88 



It is a bitaminoQS coal, Hghter than Welsh coal by about 
10 per cent^ consumes rapidly, and answers well for steam- 
ing purposes, especially with fires and boilers made to suit 
it. Although a good gas coal, it is apt to form dinker, leave 
a large ash» and does not coke well for smelting purposes or 
foundries. The large proportion of sulphur it contains is a 
disadvantage ; that of Fort Bupert^ where the coal was first 
discovered, is said to contain less. All hitherto raised, how- 
ever, of which the above is an analysis, is little else than 
surface coal, and cannot be fairly taken as a criterion of the 
Nanaimo coal, which is perceptibly improving as the mines 
deepen* An extensive seam has lately been discovered of 
superior quality. Unfortunately no general survey of the 
coal formations of the island has yet been made. 

For developing the manufactures, commerce, and mines of 
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the colony, the importance of an unlimited supply of cheap 
coal must be obvious. Machinery may be generally intro- 
duced, and many manufactures and processes in the arts 
originated which would otherwise be impossible. Instead of 
tedious sailing craft, the colony may have steamers, railways, 
and greatly facilitated land and water carriage, machinery 
for cotton-spinning, saw and flour mills, and many manufac- 
tures. Her minerals, both native and imported, may be 
smelted and made available on the spot, instead of being 
sent in the rough state to a foreign market, and sold at a 
great disadvantage; while by these means her commerce 
will receive an impulse, and the traffic of her merchant 
steamers will be greatly increased. 

The exportation of Vancouver IsUnd coal is increasing, 
and will soon be valuable in itself, besides aiding the de- 
velopment of commerce and shipping by its carriage. Na- 
naimo fortunately possesses a commodious, safe, and easily 
accessible harbour, in which vessels of 1500 tons can lie 
close to the mines, and load with facility, and will soon 
become an important coal-exporting depot, the Newcastle of 
the colony. Energetic measures are now in progress to de- 
velop the resources of its mines. 

The export of coals from Nanaimo will be immensely in- 
creased when a supply cau be furnished conmaensurate with 
the demand, and the price be somewhat reduced. The fol- 
lowing statement of the imports of coal into San Francisco 
will shew that the quantity of Nanaimo coal imported dur- 
ing the first three months of 1862 nearly equalled that for 
the whole of the previous year : — 
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Table 20. 
Statement of Coals Imported into San Francisco. 



Vuiety. 



Jan. 1 to Dee. 10^ 



Jan. 1 to Bfar. 15, 
1862. 



Engliflh, 

Cumberland^ , 

Chili, 

Sydney, 

Japan, 

CooB and BolUngham Bay, (im 
ported freeof daty,) 

Anthracite, (New Yoik,) 

Yanconver Island, (Nanaimo,). 



Tona. 
24,895 

2,662 

12,254 

12,304 

25 

16,18S 

26,291 
5,204 



Tona. 
5,036 

2,876 



8,942 
125 

2,535 

5,176 
4,235 



The following table will shew the advantage, as to price, 
which the coal of Nanaimo will have in the San Francisco 
and other markets in the Pacific, when its first cost at the 
mines, which is now so very high, can be reduced : — 

TABLB21. 

Prices of Different Varieties of Goal a* Vancouver Island, 
San Francisco, ike. 



Variety. 


Price at the 
Mlnea. 


Price at 
Victoria. 


Price at San 
Frandsoo. 


Price la 
China. 


Nanaimo Coal, 
Chilian 
English „ 


DoUara. 
6to7 


Dollan. 
9 to 10 

••• 


DoUari. 
12 to 15 

12 to 15 

15 to 20 


Dollars. 
15 to 20 



Her proximity to the markets of the Pacific^ and the ulti- 
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mate chcApness of her coal, will enable Vancouver Island to 
compete successfully in supplying the greater part of that 
Ocean, in many parts of which colonies are springing. China 
and Eastern Asia generally is being opened up to commerce; 
steamers now ply frequently across its previously little- 
traversed waters, and the consumption of coal is daUy in- 
creasing. The demand has hitherto been supplied at high 
prices by the coal-fields of the Pacific itself but principally 
by England. 

The more important coal-fields of the Pacific are those of 
Panama, Chili, Australia, and New Zealand, Labuan, and 
the more recently discovered mines of Nanaima The La- 
buan coal is of inferior quality; moreover, the climate being 
unhealthy, the mines are imperfectly worked, and are not 
likely ever to rival those of this colony. The coal of Pan- 
ama, Chili, New Zealand, and Australia, is good ; but the 
many obvious advantages which this island possesses for 
exporting coal, together with its abundance, cheapness, and 
quality, will ultimately enable it in a great measure to sup- 
plant the Englisli, Chilian, and other coals now sold in the 
San Francisco and other markets, and Vancouver Island will 
thus become the chief source of supply, if not for the entire 
Pacific, at least for all but the countries in the more imme- 
diate neighbourhood of these other mines. 

The Coos Bay coal is a lignite or brown tertiary coal, 
similar to that found in a thin seam on the south bank of 
the Eraser River, near its mouth ; and the Bellingham Bay 
coal, now imported into San Francisco in considerable quan- 
tities, is inferior to that of Nanaimo ; so that neither of these 
can prevent the latter from monopolising the supply. 
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One o{ the princ^Md markets for the coa) of Nanaiino 
will be the coast of Eastern Asia^ and the large and rapidly 
increasing steam-fleets, naval and mercantile, which ply along 
that coast ; which now draw their supply principally from 
England^ at high prices.* 

In addition to coal^ Vancouver Isknd possesses several 
other minerals that will yet become of great value to the 
colony. 

Sandstone is found at Salt-spring Island, thirty miles from 
Victoria, and is said to be abundant at Fort Rupert, and, as 
one of the rocks of the coal formation, is probably widely 
di£Eused* The stone is of good quality and fine grain, hard 
and durable, and well adapted for architectural and monu- 
mental purposes, &c. 

A fine tenacious blue clay, suitable for the manufacture 
of bricks, roofing and drainage tiles, coarse pottery ware, 
&C., ia di£Ehsed over the southern end of the island, often 
close to the surface, and ready for manufacture on a large 
scale for colonial use or exportation* 

The slate or fire-day found in thick layers between the 
coal seams of some of the Nanaimo mines may be converted 
into fire-bricks, like those extensively manufactured in the 
coal-fields of the Western States of America. 

The imbedded masses of concretionary limestone often 
found in the trap rocks of the southern end of the colony 
and its adjacent islets — e*g.t San Juan — ^yield a limestone 
well adapted for mortar or cemenl^ manure, and various 

• On the 81st Xugoa^ 1861, the Biitiflh fleet ia China consisted of eleven 
gnnboats, and nineteea of larger ^se, making a total of thirty, and 6340 
hoise-power. 



Digitized 



by Google 



/■ 



92 VAHOOUYIB ISLAUD AND 

processes in the arte, — e.g^ migar-iefinixig» — ^and wUch may 
be carried on in the island at a future day. The importatice 
of so abundant a supply of sandstone, limestone, brick and 
fire clay, all well adapted for building purposes, must be 
obvious in a climate which, though not rigorous, is still such 
as to require warmer and more substantial dwellings than 
those of wood. 

British Columbia is also rich in mineral wealth, and 
alieady noted as a mineral-yielding country. To its gold- 
fields both that colony and Vancouver Island are indebted 
for much of their present prosperity ; and enough is known 
to prove that its mineral wealth will become of still greater 
value. The Eocky Mountains which form its eastern boun- 
dary, the Cascade and other minor mountain ranges that 
traverse it, usually in a north and south direction, are con- 
tinuations or spurs of the Cordilleras of South and Central 
America, part of a mountain range which runs through the 
entire length of this continent^ and in which are found the 
gold, silver, copper, and quicksilver of Chili, Peru, Mexico, 
and California ; and the mountain ranges of British Colum- 
bia will probably become equally productive of valuable 
minerals. But, although gold has been found in abundance, 
and silver has been discovered, so little is yet known of tie 
geology of this colony, that it would be fruitless to speculate 
as to the nature and value of the minerals it may yield 
Limited tracts have been prospected by private individuals, 
chiefly along the Eraser Kiver; but a small part of the 
Harrison Lake district is all that has been scientifically 
explored. Neither sandstone nor coal has been detected; 
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and if found at all, it will probably be along the coast oppo- 
site to that of Vancouver Island. 

The gold-fields of British Columbia are even now of world- 
wide celebrity. The " Fraser Biver " and " Cariboo " diggings 
are names which have already become almost as fisimiliar in 
England as were the "Sacramento Siver'' of California, and 
the ^'Ballaraf of Australia, a few years back. They are 
probably the richest in the world ; and their history goes far 
to prove, not only that the auriferous region extends over 
a wide tracts but that even richer diggings than those of 
Cariboo will be discovered closer to the Rocky Mountains. 
The fine grain gold of the lower Fraser in 1858 has given 
place to "nugget" gold at Cariboo, 300 miles higher up. 
All of it has been found in the alluvial sand and gravel of 
streams, and none in imbedded rock. Nugget gold is never 
carried far from its source ;* and if we may estimate from 
the quantities already found at Cariboo, this metal wUl be 
found in quantities to which those obtained from the mines 
of California and Australia will bear no comparison. The 
aggregate yield during the summer of 1861 of three of the 
principal creeks at Cariboo, — yiz., "Antler,'' "WiUiams," 
and " liowhee *' creeks, — ^mined by from 90 to 100 men, fell 
little short of one million dollars, (£200,000 ;) while " Light- 
ning,** '* Van Winkle," and " Last Chance " creeks, discovered 
later in the season, likewise proved remarkably rich. So 

* The largest nugget yet found waa dog in the Cariboo mines, and 
weiglied 17 ounces, ita value being about $16, (= £8, 5b. 4d) The maxi- 
mum fineness of British Columbia gold dust is 940, or $19 : 48 : 15 per 
ounce; the minimum fineness $17 : 15 : 76 : it is, therefore, sufficiently fine 
for oonyenuon into coin, wire, or jeweQery. 
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mach of the gold is canied oat of the colony in private 
hands, that it would be impossible to ascertain accurately 
the total quantity which the British Columbia mines hare 
yielded ; but the following table will give some approzima- 
tion to it : — 

TABLS22. 

Gold-dust Shipped to San Francisco from Victoria, 



Year. 


MDonakiaCa 


AiCo. 


TotftL 


1858 


DoUart. 

259,815 
849,292 
602,734 


DoUat*. 

887,765 

951,489 

1,808,829 

1,889,895 


DoUan. 


1859 


I860 


1861 




Total, 


1,207,841 


8,982,978 


5,140,819* 



The greater part of the gold of British Columbia passes 
out of the colony to San Francisco, New York, and England; 
and the vaJue of the gold-fields to the colonies arises chiefly 
From the crowds thus attracted, which contribute in many 
different ways to increase the traffic and develop the agri- 
cultural and other resources both of the colony itself and of 
the a4jacent island, from which it is chiefly supplied. 

Silver has been discovered near Fort Hope, and also f (in 
1860) along the base of a mountain range which skirts the 
jastem shore of the Harrison Lake, where seven veins of 
argentiferous ore were found in a comparatively limited dis- 

* About £1^028,164 ; ezeluaiTe of that taken away in private luuid& 
+ By Dr Charles Forbes, fi.N. 
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trict A mining company is now attempting to develop the 
Harrison Lake mines. The ore contains galenain small quan- 
tities, and the silver in the form of black oxide ; and samples 
from ontcroppings have assayed at the rate of from $60 to 
$300 per ton, (£12 to £60.) The Fort Hope Silver Ore 
contains galena with traces of gold. Choice specimens have 
assayed as high as $2000 (£400) per ton, but the average re- 
sults will not exceed $100 (£20) per ton. Sliver undoubtedly 
exists, but in both localities the value of tiie mines has still 
to be proved. 

The development of the mineral wealth of these colonies, 
though proceeding but slowly, is creating a constantly-in- 
creasing demand for labour ; and high wages and steady 
employment are among the inducements held out to encour- 
age an influx of miners, labourers, and artizans connected 
with the extraction, manufacture, or applications of these 
different mineral products. Both colonies are highly attrac- 
tive as a field for emigrants of this as well as other classes , 
and miners and labourers generally can find few in which to 
settle equal to Vancouver Island and British Columbia, where 
wages generally average from $3 to $5 (12s. 4d to 20s. 5d.) 
per day. 
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CHAPTER VL 

VANCOUVER ISLAND AND BRITISH COLUMBLA AS BiANOTAO- 
TURING COLONIES ; THEIR RESOTTRCES, CAPABILITIES, 
AND ADVANTAGES. 

The manofactares of VaDcouver Island, likely to be of great 
importance at a future period, are still few and rudimentary ; 
while those which may become of the greatest value have not 
yet been introduced. 

The capabilities which this island possesses for development 
as a manufacturing colony go far to compensate for her defi- 
ciencies as an agricultural and pastoral settlement There is 
but little hope for tlie future of a colony which owns neither 
mineral wealth nor coal, nor is it likely to excel in manufac- 
tures or commerce. 

Vancouver Island fortunately does not labour under any 
of these disadvantages, and therefore has most of the require- 
ments for development It has valuable mineral wealth, 
especially coal ; a favourable maritime position, and other 
advantages for shipping and commerce. 

While the prospects for the introduction and successful 
prosecution of many valuable manufactures, and for the 
general development of Vancouver Island as a manufactur- 
ing colony, are highly encouraging, British Columbia^ on the 
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other hand^ has littk chance of ever becoming unpoi^tant iu 
this respect. British Columbia may have her local and limited 
manufactores in connexion with her farm and river produce, 
but the absence of coal, and her limited commercial facilities, 
will hinder her development. The following remarks will 
therefore apply principally to the former, as. the manufac- 
turing colony, strictly so called. 

A glance, first at the history and capabilities of Vancouver 
Island, and, secondly, at its position and probable future, will 
shew that an urgent necessity exists for developing it as a 
manufacturing colony. 

1, A necessity, already apparent in the island, for the 
development of certain manufactures, — e.g.^ food, clothing, 
and other necessaries of life, — ^usually manifests itself in the 
eariy history of every colony, and is especially to be expected 
in distant settlements like Vancouver Island, far from the 
parent coimtry and other sources of supply. 

Altogether independent of this, however, there are other 
reasons. Its distance from England, whence a large portion 
both of her population and supplies are derived ; the expense 
and irregularity of the supply ; the danger of losses, &c. ; all 
tend to discourage importation from abroad, and to create a 
necessity and desire for making the colony self-supplying — 
especially as her population is daily increasing, and is likely 
to be soon large. 

The weakness of Vancouver Island as an agricultural and 
pastoral colony, — in which she is at present surpassed by 
California, and ultimately will be far excelled by British 
Columbia, with both of which it will be diflScult for her to 
compete, — tends still more to urge her development in this 
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direction. Unable to trust to her agricnltnral and pastoral 
capabilities alone, the interests of the settlement imperatiyely 
demand for it an impetus to manufacturing prospecta 

Moreover, Vancouver Island cannot depend on what h&s 
been the chief source of her past^ as it is of her present 
prosperity, as a permanent element of progress and advance- 
ment Victoria was first developed, and now prospers chii 
by the commerce created by the discovery of the gold 
of British Columbia. The gold mines of the latter are prob- 
ably the most valuable in the world. They may, however, 
ultimately be exhausted ; and, with them, most of the mining 
population will disappear^ The past history of the colony 
(1858) furnishes an instance of a rush of 30,000 gold-diggers 
from California, and the speedy return of the majority as 
disappointed miners. The discovery of new gold-fields else- 
where might at any day speedily deprive these colonies of 
their mining population, and it would, therefore, be unwise 
in Vancouver Island to trust permanently to so uncertain a 
source of prosperity as the resources of a neighbouring colony. 
The present welfare of this island appears to rest on a very 
insecure basis; and her development as a manufactoring 
colony is, therefore, a matter of necessity. 

This course, too, will benefit the shipping, and thus aid 
commercial progress. For her manufactures the island will 
draw many of her supplies of raw material from the islands 
and countries in and around the Pacific; while she wiUbe 
able in turn to supply the same countries, which will thus 
furnish, not merely raw materials, but regular denaand for 
her manufactured goods. 

2. A further necessity for the development of the manu- 
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factoring capabilities of this island is found in the position 
which the colony is well fitted to hold in the Pacific. 

The market for Vancouver Island manufactured goods 
may yet become world-wide, like that of England ; but the 
principal seat of demand will long be more local, and con- 
fined chiefly to the Pacific, of which this colony should en- 
deavour to become the manufacturing centra 

The neighbouring colony of British Columbia will soon 
become one of the chief markets for the manufactured, as it 
now is for the imported goods of Vancouver Island Its 
population is already considerable; farms, villages, and 
towns are rapidly springing up along its rivers and lakes ; 
and when its agricultural and pastoral capabilities are better 
known, when cultivated fields take the place of the universal 
forest which now covers it, and agricultural and pastoral 
labours share the intei*est and importance at present attached 
to the pursuit of gold, British Columbia will become a highly 
populous colony, and, doubtless, a good market for Vancou- 
ver Island manufactured gooda 

When overland access has been facilitated by road, river, 
and railway communication, Canada will make her demands 
on adjacent colonial produce ; and these can be more easily 
met by Vancouver Island than by the United States or the 
mother country. 

In the numerous and highly populous British colonies in 
the Pacific, — e.g.y Hong-Kong, Singapore, Australia, New 
Zealand, &c., — and ako in California, Chili, Peru, and other 
densely-peopled countries which lie along the west coast of 
America, at present supplied from England, Europe, or the 
United States, the cheaply made and cheaply exported manu- 
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factored goods of YanconTcr Isttnd will yel find a ready 
market 

China, Slam, Japan, and other coontried now being gradu- 
ally opened np, will yet be among the best markets for the 
manofactures of Vanconyer Island. The events which have 
occnrred within the past few years on opposite shores of the 
North Pacific are of Tast importance* and aj^sear singularly 
significant as regards this colony. A new era seems to have 
lately dawned on that hitherto litde-traTersed ocean, now be- 
come one of the great highways for the extension of com- 
merce, civilization, and religion. On its western or Asiatic 
shore those barriers that hare so long prevented several 
numerous and highly-interesting races from holding inter* 
course wiUi their fellow-men» have been demolished, and 
countries have been more or less completely opened up to 
influences that will gradually bring them within the pale of 
civilised nations. On its eastern or American shore a new 
colony, with eminent commercial and manufacturing capa- 
bilities has been formed, and that within the same year, t^y 
a race that has bng taken the lead in conmiercial and 
manufacturing pursuits — a colony well-fitted for supply- 
ing the conunercial and manufacturing wants of the oppo- 
site shore. With the settlement of Vancouver Island, a 
field for her industry appears to have been at the same time 
discovered. 

The slower but equally certain effect of commerce and 
relifi:ion is gradually bringing about among the inhabitants 
of Polynesia what has been accomplished by other means in 
China and Japan, and is breaking up those impediments 
that have hitherto obstructed mutual confidence and re- 
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ciprocal commerce. Civilization is spreading over Poly- 
nesia, and will xdtimately bring its numerous tribes to a 
position in the social scale similar to that which the Sand- 
wich Islanders now holi We shall witness another exten- 
sive field for the manufactures as well as the commerce of 
more civilised nations ; with which Vancouver Island, close 
at hand, and well qualified in position to spread her manu- 
factures over the Pacific, is quite able to compete. 

The supply of the Pacific with manufactured goods has 
hitherto been monopolised by distant countries, especially 
England and the United States. The development of Van- 
couver Island, as a manufacturing colony with eminent 
commercial capabilities, and a favourable geographical posi- 
tion on the shores of the Pacific, would unquestionably 
divert much of this commerce to her own shores ; and might 
ultimately lead to her rivalling, as a manufacturing colony, 
the larger and longer-established countries of the East and 
West Atlantic, and thus make her the England of the West. 

Again, while many parts of the Pacific have been longer 
settled and ai^e more populous, and at present more im- 
portant than Vancouver Island, this colony is likely to 
become the principal, and perhaps the only important seat 
of manufactures in the Pacific. The United States has 
colonised California ; Spain and Portugal — South and Central 
America ; Russia — ^Kamschatka and the north-west comer of 
America; and England — Australia, New Zealand, and many 
other islands : but none of these is ever Ukely to acquire a 
manufacturing fama Apathy and revolutionary tendencies 
will prevent Chili, Peru, and Mexico from excelling in this 
direction. The Russian territories may boast of their 
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fiaheries ; but with an onf avourable position, a bad climate, 
and no coal, they need hope for little else in the way of 
prominence. California, eminent as an agricultural and 
mineral-yielding colony, is a more formidable and more 
probable rival ; but the absence of coal as one of the re- 
sources of the colony is sufficient of itself to make her ulti- 
mate manufacturing prosperity questionable. 

No country at the present day which, like California, has 
to import coal at high prices, has any fair prospect of be- 
coming a great manufSactnring centre, especially when it is 
called upon to compete with a neighbouring colony in which 
coal can be obtained at half the price. None of the other 
English settlements in the Pacific are likely to attain a 
similar success. Hong-Kong and Singapore are purely com- 
mercial ; New Zealand and Australia, principally agricultural 
and pastoral. 

Happily, this great object is as feasible as it is desirable. 
Vancouver Island has many facilities for the purpose on 
which we have been dwelling : firsts in her commercial capa- 
bilities ; and, secondly, in her resources, both internal and 
acquired. 

1. The eminent commercial capabilities of this colony 
offer many advantages which will aid the development of her 
manufactures. Her maritime positioii, her abundance of 
timber for the formation of a commercial navy, and her coal 
for steamers ; her superior harbours and favourable geo- 
graphical position in the Pacific, all combine to give ^^^ 
facilities^ on the one hand, for the carriage from foreign 
countries of those supplies of raw materials necessary for her 
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manufactures; and on the other, for the supply of her 
numerous markets scattered over the Pacific. 

2. Nor are the internal resources of the colony less cal- 
culated to promote the same great end. 

The various manufactures connected with the agricul- 
tural, pastoral, and fishing capahilities of the island we need 
not recapitulate. Its known mineral resources will render 
material aid. Over the coal formations of all well-developed 
manufacturing countries we usually find their busiest and 
most important manufacturing towns. On those of England 
are situated Newcastle, Sunderland, Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Leeds, and other great emporiums, those great centres of 
activity, the source of British wealth and power. 

The acquired resources of the island will also materially 
aid in its development as a manufacturing colony ; many of 
them indeed are indispensable for this purpose. The com- 
merce of the colony is still rudimentary and trifling ; and 
Vancouver Island as yet has little, and very often no inter- 
course with those countries and islands of the Pacific from 
which she will derive many of the raw materials for her 
manufactures. This Island, as a commercial colony with 
numerous shipping, will, like England, be able to draw her 
supplies from all parts of the world. But even were she 
limited to the Pacific as a source of supply, almost everything 
necessary to enable her to carry on extensive and valuable 
manufactures, calculated to raise her to great wealth and 
position, might be drawn from its varied climes and coun- 
tries alone. For example, from China, Japan, Siam, and 
Eastern Asia generally, sugar may be procured, to be refined 
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in the colony. China can supply silk ; and Manilla^ hemp. 
Leather, wool, &c^ may be imported from Australia ; from the 
Sandvrich Islands, cocoa-nut oil aiid fibre, pulse, &c., may be 
obtained ; from the Society Islands, arrow-root ; from Banca, 
tin and iron ; from Java, indigo, and many other articles of 
native produce ; from Sumatra, turmeric, dyewoods, sulphur, 
and many other products : all to be manufactured for the 
colony or again exported. 

It would be unnecessary, and indeed impossible, to attempt 
to point out the direction which the manufacturing energies 
of Vancouver Island is likely to take, or the particular manu- 
factures in which it will excel Its peculiar resources ; facili- 
ties for special manufactures ; a demand for particular kinds 
of manufactured goods, either in the colony itself or in its 
markets ; with many other circumstances — ^some at present 
unforeseen — ^will all tend to determine thia Curious instances 
have occasionally occurred where the discovery of resources 
and capabilities, previously unsuspected, in a colony, has origi- 
nated manufactures of which it was previously thought in- 
capable. 

Those which may hereafter be introduced are divisible into 
two classes : — 

1st, Those which are easy of introduction, and which are 
imperatively necessary for the convenience or comfort of the 
colony ; as the source of its own supply for many of the 
necessaries of life, at present imported from abroad. 

2d, Those not at present so necessary, but which ought 
to be introduced at a future day as a fertile source of wealth. 

It would be unnecessary even to enumerate the many diffe- 
rent manufactures for the successful introduction of which 
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Uiis colony appears capable, or to enter into the different pro- 
cesses connected with them. Acute practical men will more 
readily perceive than we can point out many facilities for the 
introduction of different manufactures ; or, on the coutiary, 
the diflSculties which stand in the way. We shall here merely 
take a few to serve as examples of what the colony is capable. 

Tanning might be profitably carried on in Vancouver^ 
Island until the colonies themselves can furnish a supply. 
Hides, calf, sheep, or goat skins, can be readily and cheaply 
imported from California, Chili, Australia, &c. Both colonies 
can supply buck and doe skins, and an abundance of oak 
bark. Morocco for book-binding, glove leather, wash-leather 
for gaiters, leather for saddlery, and ordinary leather for boots 
and shoes, might thus be readily made. Boots and shoes are 
in great demand, and are either imported or made in the 
colony of imported leather. They are expensive, and often 
of inferior quality ; and for boot and shoe making, and the 
allied trades, this island offers a good field both for individual 
labours and wholesale manufacture, and exportation to many 
ports in the Pacific. 

Nor is this island without facilities for brewing and dis- 
tilling. The demand for liquors is great. Some very in- 
different colonial beer is brewed in small quantities, but the 
greater part of the supply is from abiroad, chiefly from Eng- 
land and the States. A practical brewer would find every 
encouragement in this colony. The climate is sufficiently 
cool for such operations ; grain, wheat, barley, oats, rice, 
potatoes, apples, &c., — the requisite ingredients can be sup- 
plied on the spot, or may, if necessary, be imported. Cali- 
fomia can readily furnish them all, and ultimately they 
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will be procurable from the adjacent colony. Sugar for the 
manufacture of rum may be imported from the Sandwich 
Islands, China, Siam, &c. ; wine or grapes for the manufac- 
ture of brandy, from California or Australia. Coal, for dis- 
tilling, is cheap and abundant Vancouver Island beer, spirits, 
&c., raay be extensively exported to California^ Australia^ and 
India. 

Vinegar, for the manufacture of pickles and preserves, may 
be made in the colony from imported sugar, &c. 

Sugar-refining may be easily carried on in this colony, 
which possesses all the materials for its prosecution : lime 
for clarifying, charcoal for decolorizing, steam for evaporat- 
ing and re-crystallizing ; while raw sugar may be imported 
from many places in the Pacific, to be exported in the re- 
fined state. 

Salt — ^The manufacture of this necessary of life, now im- 
ported chiefly from California, might be easily and cheaply 
carried on in Vancouver Island by a simple method which 
has long prevailed in Scotland, — viz., by evaporating sear 
water with the aid of artificial heat Salt-pans may be pro- 
cured from England or America at no great cost ; and the 
coal and wood of the island will furnish a cheap and abun- 
dant fuel for evaporation. The indirect application of salt 
for various chemical manufactures, — e.g,^ soda, bleaching- 
powder, alum, the manufacture of which may with equal 
facility be introduced into Vancouver Island, will make the 
production of common salt still more important 

Soap, now imported from England or America, may be 
readily made in this colony, both for colonial use and for 
exportation to Chili, Peru, Australia, the coast of China, &c. 
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All the conveBiences and necessaries for its manufacture 
may be readily procured within the limits of the Pacific, 
most of them in the colony itself. Tallow, the island can 
partly supply. Ultimately larger quantities will be obtainable 
in British Columbia ; and till then, it may be imported from 
Oregon, Califomia, Australia^ Peru. Palm oil : since varie- 
ties of soap may be procured from many of the Polynesian 
Islands, where the cultm-e of the oil-palm might be intro- 
duced in the same manner as the olive and vine have been 
imported into California. Tims England will be able to 
procure this most important article of traffic from the islands 
of the Pacific in as great abundance, and with as much ease. 
as from the coast of Africa. Cocoa-nut oil can be had from 
the Sandwich group, Fanning, and many other of the islands 
of Polynesia ; and olive oil from California, Chili, and Pern, 
&c. Seal, whale, cod-liver, and other oils used in the manu- 
facture of soft soap, will soon be available in the colony from 
the products of its fisheries. Linseed oil, (for soft soap,) and 
various other vegetable oils, — e.g.y oil of aniseed, hempseed, 
rapeseed, &c., all employed in soap-making, — ^may be pro- 
cured in many parts of the Pacific. The potash ingredients 
the colony itself yields, and also resin for yellow and soft 
soaps. Few colonies thus have more ample facilities for the 
soap manufacture than Vancouver Island. 

Candle-making, equally simple in its details, would be as 
easy of introduction. Tallow may be procured from sources 
already indicated ; cotton for wicks, from the American cot- 
ton-growing Southern States vid Califomia, or from China 
and Bengal. The fisheries of the colony will soon supply 
spermaceti for fine candles, and Califomia can supply wax, 
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while tlie fatty matter from the seeds of the tallow-tree of 
China, (Siillingia Sebi/erd,) extensively employed in that 
country for candles, may be obtained for re-exportation to 
China in the manufactured state. The oil or wax of the fruit 
of the candleberry-tree, (Myrica Cert/era,) employed by the 
natives of Polynesia for illumination, will furnish another 
material for candlemaking — a demand for which would soon 
cause a more careful cultivation of those trees which yield 
them, and a more plentiful supply of their products. 

Starch-making may be commenced with little trouble or 
expense. Potatoes are abundant and cheap for the manu- 
facture of common starch, while, for fine starch, com and 
other cereals may be cheaply imported from California, or 
rice and sago from China, Manilla^ &c This manufacture 
will become most valuable when that of the textile fabrics— 
e.g., cotton, linen, &c. — has been introduced. 

Biscuit-baking on a large scale, by steam-power, ought to 
be attempted in Vancouver Island, especially for exportation. 
The naval and merchant fleets, and the European residents 
in China, as at Hong-Kong, Singapore, &c., procure their 
present supply from native bakers, who often furnish very 
inferior bread. 

Glass might be readily manufactured in this colony. For 
crown, plate, or bottle glass, the island possesses sand and 
sandstone in abundance. Potash may be made in the colony, 
or imported from British Columbia or Canada. Soda may 
be abundantly manufactured in the colony from common 
salt. Clay, for melting-pots, we have in abundance, and 
coal or coke for the f urna^jes. For domestic and other pur- 
poses in this rapidly-increasing colony — a colony likely to 
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develop many manufactures and ctemical processes requiring 
the use of glass bottles and other utensils — ^the importance of 
this manufacture will be obvious. Looking-glasses and mir- 
rors might thus be manufactured from glass made in the 
colony, and silvered by mercury from California, and tin 
from Banca. 

A coarse pottery and porcelain manufacture may be easily 
introduced, — e.g., that of plates, jugs, and many culinary 
and domestic utensils, — both for colonial use and exporta- 
tion, — e.g., to China, Poljoiesia, &c., whose inhabitants would 
eagerly purchase such articles. The colony possesses an 
abundance of blue clay and coal. 

Ship-building in all its branches, block-making, sail-making, 
rope-making, &c., are likely soon to become impoitant in this 
colony, whose shipping and whose capabilities as a commer- 
cial colony, and as a fishing station, are only beginning to be 
recognised and developed For rope-making, hemp may be 
imported from Manilla or India^ flax from New Zealand, &c. 
Flat ropes for mining purposes, as well as cord, twine, &c., 
may thus be made. River-steamers and sailing craft, up to 
200 tons» are now built in Victoria, and will soon be in 
greater demand, — e.g., for fishing, coasting, and the exporta- 
tion of coals. A good slip or floating dock is much required 
at Victoria or Esquimaltw 

Cabinet-making generally, and also the manufacture of 
implements of husbandry, and that of carts and other vehicles, 
are much wanted in this colony, where such articles are all 
imported, and therefore expensive. 

Gas-making is soon to be commenced. Besides the light 
it yields, it furnishes coke for locomotives and certain 
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chemical and metallargic processes; coal-tar, nsefal for 
shipping; naphtha and paraffin, for illumination; prussic 
acid, used for making Prussian-blue — a valuable dye, espe- 
cially when the cobny becomes the seat of the manofactore 
of the textile fabrics ; and ammonia, useful as a manure. 

Metallurgy. — As a mineral-yielding colony likely soon to 
yield copper, and probably iron ore and other minerals in 
abundance, and intimately associated with the neighbouring 
colony with her silver mines and other mineral wealth, the 
introduction of the metallurgic processes for the smelting 
a]id separation of metals from their ores becomes imperatively 
necessary to obviate the necessity of the ores being carried 
to California and elsewhere, and this colony thus deprived 
of all the benefit of the smelting and refining processes. 
The colony supplies coal and coke in abundance. Ores should 
be smelted on the spot when practicable. 

Assaying of gold, silver, copper, and other ores, is carried 
on in Victoria by private individuals, but the equally import- 
ant operation of reducing and refining the metals is yet to 
be tried. Commercial facilities and a good supply of coal at 
Victoria will adapt it for becoming the seat of extensive 
smelting operations, such as no other place in either colony 
or along this coast can offer. The present rapid transit of 
the metals through the colony would thus be prevented, and 
many manufactures in gold, silver, and other metals might 
be originated, as, eg., those of gold and silver wire, leaf, 
jewellery, and other articles of utility or ornament, (although, 
in the present rudimentary state of the colony, comfort and 
convenience are more looked to than elegance and ornament) 
Copper-smelting would originate several manufactures in 
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tjopper, brass, and other mixed metals — e,g.y those of bells, 
buttons, pins, wire, &c., &c. ; while iron, if yet found in 
sufScient abundance, will prove equally valuable, and may 
originate various iron and steel manufactures like those now 
carried on so extensively in the coal and iron districts of 
England — e.g., of cutlery, guns and other fire-arms, saws, 
files, wire, screws, nails, and innumerable articles of utility 
and convenience — as well as the manufacture of machinery 
for steamers, and miles of rails for railroads^ &c., ifec. Iron 
can be procured from China, Siam, or Borneo, till it is found 
in this colony, or in British Columbia. A foundry, employ- 
ing from twenty to forty men, is now in active operation at 
Victoria, and is capable of making small engines, but heavier 
work has still to be sent to San Francisco. As a commercial, 
manufacturing, and mining colony where engines, boilers, 
&c., are likely soon to be in great demand for steamers, 
railways, engines, saw-mills, &c., &c., foundry work wiU 
become an important branch of manufacture in Vancouver 
Island. The present wages of founders and fitters average 
five dollars — ^£1, Os. 5d. — ^per day. 

Among those manufactures which ought to be introduced 
when the colony becomes sufficiently developed, that of the 
textile fabrics — cotton, linen, silk, &c. — is among the most 
important If iron for machinery is found in suflScient 
abundance either in this colony or in British Columbia, this 
will be comparatively easy. Vancouver Island need not be 
without imported iron, which may be obtained from many 
places in the Pacific, and machinery may be made in the 
colony. The introduction of foreign-made machinery, how- 
ever, would form a comparatively trivial obstacle to enter- 
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prising manufacturers, especially when connterbalanced by 
corresponding advantages which are sufficiently evident 
Cotton and other fabrics are exported in incredible quantities 
to China, Australia, Peru, Chili, &c., and many other places 
in the Pacific ; and this trade, now carried on chiefly by 
England and America, — whose Manchester and Lowell find 
in the Pacific a lucrative market for their productions, — 
might be easily shared by this colony, possessing, as it does, 
the double advantage of greater proximity both to the raw 
materials and to the markets. 

For cotton-spinning, the island may procure cotton from 
Carolina^ &c., whence lines of railway will soon be opened to 
Sau Francisco, or from Siam, Manilla, Formosa^ Birraah, 
Peru and the west coast of South America generally, the 
Fiji islands, &c., &c. The colony may thus manufacture all 
those cotton fabrics, especially printed calicoes, which now 
obtain a ready sale among 8emi-ci\'ilised nations. It is sai(' 
to be inattention to the favourite width that makes the 
cottons of England have a less extensive sale in China than 
they otherwise would. 

For her woollen manufactures, Vancouver Island may 
obtain her supply of materials from British Columbia ; and 
till then, from California, Australia, New Zealand, Chili, 
or Peru. The best market for woollen goods will be found 
in British Columbia and Canada, and also the north of China 
and Japan, where cold, and often rigorous winters prevail 

Blankets and coarse woollen materials will yet find as 
ready a sale in the colonies themselves as those of England 
at present enjoy. Carpet-making may also be introduced 

Silk for the silk manufactures may be imported either 
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from Japan, China^ or Bengal, to which Vancouver Island 
is in greater proximity than England, the country which at 
present chiefly monopolises the silk trade. The introduction 
of the manufacture of costly silk fabrics, however, is likely 
to be long unnecessary in this island for the market she has 
to supply, and an attempt to introduce it therefore unad- 
visable. England, situated in the centre of the civilised 
world, which forms the chief source of demand for such 
goods, is evidently more favourably placed for their manu- 
facture and sale than this colony. 

For sailcloth, sheeting; and other flax and linen fabrics, 
supplies may be readily obtained from California^ where the 
growth of flax has been lately introduced. Hemp may be 
imported from Manilla, Formosa, Chili, or from California. 
This manufacture will become of even greater importance 
and value to this colony than that of cotton. Canvas and 
sailcloth will find a ready market, not only in the colony 
itself, but in many other maritime colonies in the Pacific, 
which are now supplied from England or America ; while 
ducks, drills, towelling, shirting, &c., will find purchasers 
among the numerous populations of our Australian colonies 
and many other places in the Pacific. Sacking, bagging, 
and the coarser linen fabrics will be of value for purposes 
connected with the commercial, manufacturing, and mining 
industry of the island. 

Although this island thus possesses within herself uo 
resources (coal excepted) with which to carry on the manu- 
facture of the textile fabrics, and yields no cotton, silk, flax, 
or hemp, it is in this respect no more conveniently placed 
than England, which imports her wool from such distant 
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parts as Australia; her silk from China and Indift; her 
cotton from India^ China, or America ; her flax from New 
Zealand, Russia, and Holland ; and her hemp from Bussia. 

Bleaching and dyeing are inseparably connected w&l the 
introduction of the preceding. We shall presently speak of 
the facilities for manufacturing bleaching-powder. 

Dye-stuffs, for dyeing calicoes, &c., to adapt them for the 
varied and often peculiar markets of the Pacific, may be 
procured from many different sources. Prussian blue may 
be made from pmssic acid obtained in gas-making, or 
imported from China. Indigo may be procured from North 
China^ Manilla, India^ Amboyna^ &c. Cochineal, tnrmeric, 
logwood, and other dyewoods, from Siam, TKmior, Borneo, 
Panama^ &c. ; and various other animal and vegetable dye- 
stufis and other chemicals employed in dyeing, from other 
sources in the Pacific. 

Several chemical manufactures, cdculated to be of great 
value to the island as a manufacturing and commercial 
colony, may be easily introduced. 

Sulphur, extensively used in the arts and in various 
chemical manufactures, and therefore of great value in a 
manufacturing colony, may be obtained by smelting the ores 
of copper or iron; It is usually abundant in the vicinity of 
volcanoes, and there are Various sources in the Pacific from 
which an abundant supply may be more easily procured 
than by smelting. England obtains her supply from Italy; 
and the volcano of Mauna Loa in the Sandwich Islands, and 
the volcanic island of Formosa, which exports sulphur in 
considerable quantities, may easily be made the source of 
the supply for this island. 
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From the combustion of solphar, vitriol is manufactured^ 
invaluable in many chemical manufactures ; but the bulki- 
ness and expense of the apparatus will probably long prevent 
the introduction of this process, and make the purchase of 
imported vitriol or sulphuric acid less costly than its manu- 
facture. 

Soda, for domestic purposes, and of great value and largely 
employed in glass and soap making, bleaching, and other 
manufactures, to be soon introduced into Vancouver Island> 
may be readily made in the colony from common salt and 
vitriol 

Chloride of lime — bleaching — a disinfecting powder, may 
also be manufactured from the same materials — ie., common 
salt and vitriol ; and as a disinfectant^ but more especially 
as a bleaching agent, it would be invaluable : for the latter, 
its full value will not be apparent until the cotton, linen, 
and other manufactures have been introduced, and an 
abundant and cheap supply, of this chemical becomes neces- 
sary to enable the manufacturer to export his fabrics in the 
more valuable bleached state. 

Many other manufactures might be given in detail, the 
introduction of which would be equally practicable and of 
corresponding value. Those already enumerated will, how- 
ever, suffice to shew, first, that Vancouver Island is capable 
of development as a manufacturing colony ; second, that it 
has superior facilities for development in this direction; 
and third, that the island may and is yet certain to become 
a great manufacturing colony, the principal and perhaps the 
only one in the Pacific. 

It is not, however, to be expected that the development 
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of Vanconver Island as a manufacturing colony is to be 
either easily or early accomplished The island unquestion- 
ably possesses valuable resources, both internal and acquired, 
and eminent capabilities for the development of her maiin- 
factures and her commerce ; but the rise of both, especially 
of her manufactures, will necessarily be a work of time, Md 
is likely to be a comparatively slow process. The colony, 
however, has the well-developed experience of the present 
age, and, above all, that of the parent country, to aid and 
guide her ; and we may therefore expect that her develop- 
ment as a manufacturing colony will not be of so tardy a 
nature as that of England, and that fifteen or twenty years 
hence Vancouver Island will probably be a populous and 
flourishing numuf acturing and commercial colony, with a by 
no means contemptible claim for notice. 

The development of this island as a manufacturing colony 
is only what the necessities of the settlement itself demand, 
what its capabilities point to, what its resources encourage, 
and what the wants of this part of the globe, of which it 
may be considered the manufacturing centre, absolutely 
require. Vancouver Island only requires manufacturing 
labour and capital, with energy and talent to wield them, to 
become developed as a great manufacturing colony. 

Two facts will be apparent after a perusal of the above : 
first, the prominent part which coal takes in the majority of 
manufactures, and its great importance to the colony; and, 
secondly, the importance of the commercial capabilities of the 
island for aiding the development of its manufactuies, and 
the benefit which the manufacturing capabilities of the 
colony will derive from her commercial eflSciency. Her 
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commerce and her manufactures must go hand in hand ; and 
whae the latter furnish a supply of manufactured goods to 
promote her commerce, the former will in turn benefit her 
manufactures by providing raw materials for their prose- 
cution. 

The manufactures likely to be first developed in this 
colony will be more the useful than the ornamental ; those 
which minister to the wants of the many rather than those 
which add to the luxury of the few, — e.g., tanning, soap, 
candle, salt, rope, and sail making, &c., all will probably be 
early introduced. Those likely to be first commenced on an 
extensive scale are such as the colony itself, or the adjacent 
colony, can abimdantly and cheaply supply with raw mate- 
rials, — e.g., the manufacture of salt, glass, coarse pottery, 
porcelain, bricks, tiles, &c., for the introduction and prosecu- 
tion of which no great outlay is required, for which raw 
material can be readily and cheaply procured, and the manu- 
factured goods cheaply sold. 

For manufactures generally, this .colony is a yet unoccu- 
pied field, but one which offers every encouragement for 
their introduction, and inducements for the immigration of 
tradesmen, artisans, and a manufacturing population, such 
as few colonies can present The scarcity of labour and the 
want of workmen prove great obstacles to the introduction 
even of such manufactures as require but few hands. Work- 
men and mechanics are in great demand, and wages are 
therefore high, usually averaging from four to five or six 
dollars per day. 

A mutual exchange of manufactured goods for native pro- 
duce ought to be encouraged, and in the majority of cases 
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this will be comparatively easy. For example : to Manilla 
and China, Vancouver I^nd can send wood, charcoal, fish, 
and manufactured goods ; and obtain in return, hemp, ricd 
sugar, cigars, from the former, and tea, silk, camphor, &a, 
from the latter. 

The introduction of useful plants into the colony of Brit- 
ish Columbia, and also into the various islands and countries 
of the Pacific, is worthy of attention, and deserves every en- 
couragement. The cotton-plant, the olive, and cocoa-Dut 
palm, the vine, flax, hemp, and many others, may yet be 
cultivated in many parts of the Pacific, to furnish a plenti- 
ful, cheap, and easily-procured supply to this colony for her 
manufactures. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

VANCOXJVKB ISLAND AND BBITISH COLUMBIA AS COBfMEBCIAL 
COLONIES; THBIB BBS0TTBCE8, CAPABILITIES, AND AD- 
VANTAGES. 

So evident are the adyantages which Vancouver Island pos- 
sesses over British Columbia for the development of com- 
merce, that we must regard the former as tfie commercial 
colony. 

The commerce of Vancouver Island necessarily has much 
in common with her manufactures, and their interests are so 
intimately connected, that a unity of aim and purpose is 
necessary for their mutual development. The countries in 
which this colony will find a market for manufactured goods 
and the source of her raw material, are those in which she 
wiU find the principal field for her commerce ; much of the 
commerce of the colony will consist in the carriage of raw 
material for the supply of her manufactures, and the expor- 
tation of her manufactured goods. In speaking of the one, 
we therefore cannot avoid alluding to the other ; so intimate, 
indeed, is the connexion, that the two might have been treated 
as one subject. 

The loccd commerce of Vancouver Island is already con- 
siderable ; small steamers and coasting craft are busily en- 
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gaged in transporting her coal, sandstone, lime, and imported 
goods, and in conveying passengers between different parts 
of both colonies, and the colony will be able to keep this 
traffic chiefly in her own hands. 

The foreign trade is by no means nnimportant for so 
young a colony. like the local commerce, it is daQy in- 
creasing with the growing population, and consists chiefly of 
an import trade for the supply of both colonies with food, 
clothing, and other necessaries of life. The following table 
will serve to shew its nature and value : — 



Table 23. 

Imports into ike Port of Victoria during the last Six 
Months of I860. 



From San FranciBco, 

„ London, 

,, Honolula (Sandwich Islands), 

„ Callao, 

„ Hong-Kong, 

;, Port Townsend (Ametiean), 

„ Portland (ditto), 

„ BriUah Columbia, 
Unfipecificd, 



DoiUan. 
824,221 
170,386 
63,209 
51,291 
21,357 
58,865 
42,482 
26,000 
10,000 



£253,562 (Roughly estimated) ^ 1,267,811 

From England and the United States, Vancouvei- Island 
draws her supplies of clothing and manufactured goods ; 
from Oregon, California, &c., agricultural produce ; from the 
Sandwich Islands and Chinas sugar, rice, &c. The growing 
trade with China and Polynesia is interesting as the fore- 
shadow of an extensive commerce to be developed at a future 
day in that direction^ 
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The export trade is trifling. That of furs, however, is 
valuable. One of the Hudson's Bay Company's vessels ar- 
rives annually for their transport to England; and a late 
cargo is said to have been valued at £50,000. The greater 
part of the gold of the neighbouring colony passes through 
Victoria on its way to the United States or to Europe ; the 
value of this export has already been mentioned. The only 
export of purely island produce is in timber and coaL 
Several cargoes of spars and timber are exported annually 
from Barclay Sound to Australia, England, and elsewhere ; 
and the timber trade will soon be valuable, although at 
present Barclay Sound is the only timber-exporting settle- 
ment in the island ; but many more might be formed. The 
coal trade will yet be extensive, though now compara> 
tively unimportant, and limited to San Prancisco. The 
Nanaimo mines may supply a great part of the Pacific, and 
will certainly be the chief source of supply for the North 
Pacific; and, as is the case with Newcastle, the carrying 
trade should be in her own hands. As the colony becomes 
developed, the coal and timber trade will increase; while 
the fisheries, and perhaps the farms of the island, its quar- 
ries, mines, and manufactures, will all yield valuable products 
for exportation in colonial shipping. 

Kegarded as a whole, the commerce of this young colony, 
though daily increasing, is still of comparatively trifling im- 
portance and value compared with what it will one day be. 
The commerce of the island, in fact^ must be considered 
more as an event of the future than of the present For- 
tunately, Vancouver Island possesses eminent commercial 
capabilities, and may yet become Hie most important com- 
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mercial colony in the Pacific, every encouragement beiDg 
given for her development as such. 

A more extended development of Vancouver Island as a 
commercial colony is not, however, a matter of choice, hut 
of expediency ; and it must be obvious that a double neces- 
lity exists for its development in this direction. 

1. The wants, weaknesses, and requirements of the colony 
itself urge its development thus; and an increase of its 
shipping. A few small schooners, engaged chiefly in coast- 
ing, may be said to constitute its present fleet Its foreign 
commerce is chiefly in the hands of strangers ; and the 
rapidly-increasing trade with California, the Sandwich 
Islands, England, &a, whence these colonies draw their 
principal supplies of food and other necessaries, is carried 
on in British or American, and not in colonial vessels. 

The surplus produce of the island, still too trifling for ex- 
portation, is likely to become more abundant, and the traffic 
connected with its exportation, great. The coal and timber 
now exported is carried in foreign vessels; and with the 
development of the timber and coal trade, the increasing 
exportation of the products of her mines and her fisheries, 
and the expansion of her. commerce, the necessity for de- 
veloping shipping will necessarily increase.. 

A successful development of the manufactures of the 
colony will stimulate the development both of its shipping 
and commerce. The raw materials for her manufactured 
goods are in distant parts of the Pacific ; the carrying trade 
of both ought to be in the shipping of the colony itself. Its 
remoteness from England, the United States, and other civl- 
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Used countries, whose yessek might be so employed, will 
farther necessitate the formation of colonial shipping. 

2. An additional necessity for the development of Van- 
couver Island as a commercial colony exists in the com- 
mercial requirements of the Pacific, and the countries and 
islands in and around it The trade of the Pacific, already 
considerable, and dally increasing, consists chiefly in the 
transport of native produce to Europe and the United 
States, and the return carriage and dispersion of the manu- 
factured goods of these countries. In this, Vancouver Island 
need not attempt to share in competition with these well* 
developed maritime nations. 

An inconsiderable, but daily-increasing traffic, limited to 
the Pacific, is also carried on, chiefly by California^ ChiU, 
Peru, &C. This commerce will soon be both valuable and 
extensive. China, Japan, Slam, &c., have lately been opened 
up to commerce; Polynesia is slowly becoming civilised; 
new colonies are springing up, and steam and sailing vessels 
now traverse parts of the Pacific formerly unknown ; while, 
lastly, Vjancouver Island and British Colambia have been 
settled, and are rapidly risiog in importance, and likely, as 
manufacturing and productive colonies, to increase this com- 
merce materially. Bjr developing her shipping, Vancouver 
Island may almost monopolise this. The colony itself will 
have much to import and much to export, and shipping 
must be developed to enable her to accomplish this. By still 
further increasing her shipping, this island might be made 
to achieve both. Few places exist in the Pacific likely to 
compete in commerce with Vancouver Island. The com- 
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merce of Hong-Ecmg and Singapore ia a mere tranait traffic, 
as entrepAU throagh which the trade of Eorope on the one 
hand, and of Eastern Asia and China on the other, passes. 
They possess an insignificant commercial navy of their own. 
The ships which crowd their harbours^ and the cargoes 
they contain, belong, not to themadvea, but to Europe and 
America ; nor are they likely ever to devdop a local shipping 
or a local commerce in the Pacific. Oalifomia is a more 
formidable rival That state has a growing commerce, and 
the amount of her shipping is already considerable ; but the 
possession of coal for steam purposes will evidently enable 
Vancouver Island soon to rival, and ulUmately eclipse Cali- 
fornia as » coounerdal cdony« 

Should the formation of a railway across British Columbia 
and Canada^ connecting the Atlantie and Pacific, result; as 
it probably may, in diverting the commerce between China 
and Europe from the westward route by Suea and the Cape 
of Good Hope, by which it is now carried on, to this over- 
land route, the development of the shipping and commerce 
of this colony will receive an additional and moat important 
stimulus. Vancouver Islwd herself is evidently the colony 
best fitted and modt conveniently situated of any in the 
Pacific for carrying on a traffic between her own shores and 
the opposite coast of Eastern Asia^ 

Vancouver Island will become the manufacturing depot of 
the Pacific at a future day ; and her commerce and shipping 
must be developed both to commence and carry this on. At 
present^ however, the Pacific is,* and probably long will be, 
supplied with manufactured goods which are carried to it 
from Europe and the States by Panama^ Cape Hon^ and 
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the Cape of Good Hope ; and for this there is no convenient 
depot. This colony is admirably adapted for becoming a 
commercial centre of this kind, and ought to be made a mart 
for the dispersion of imported manafactnred goods to all 
parts of the Pacific. A company possessing capital, ship- 
ping, and influence, like the Hudson's Bay Company, miglu 
thus develop in the Pacific a trade to which that of the fur 
countries in the days of their monopoly would bear no com- 
parison. The shipping of the colony would afford every 
facility for this, and would itself become augmented and 
greatly benefited It will thus be evident that the prospect 
of a valuable colonial export and import trade, and of an 
extensive commerce in the Pacific, renders the development 
of a commercial navy in this colony absolutely necessary ; 
while the chance of competition, with California at least, 
renders its early development prudent 

While many reasons thus urge the development of Van- 
couver Island as a commercial colony, the island fortunately 
possesses eminent facilities for development as such, and for 
an indefinite extension of her mercantile navy : few colonies 
possess better. The principal commercial advantages which 
this colony claims are the following : — 

First, The internal resources of the island favour its de- 
velopment as a mercantile colony. It is endowed with 
superior facilities for ship-building and for the formation 
and equipment of a commercial navy, an abundance of oak 
and other timber, and the forests of British Columbia to fall 
back upon when her own become exhausted. Her coal will 
render the introduction of steamers and railways compara- 
tively easy ;— celerity in commercial pursuits and the speedy 
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transmisaion of goods is necesstiy tfe the ptesent dsj for 
successful competitiosi in oommerce; — yAnle the stimuliis 
which coal will give to the deyelopment of this island as a 
manofactnring colony, will enconrage its shipping and com- 
merce by giving them employment 

Secondly, The maritime character of the island will facili- 
tate the development and proeecation of an extensive com- 
merce. Her insnlar natore permits free access to all parts 
of her coasts and thns facilitates her trada The harbours 
of the island are well adapted for commercial purposes— e.^., 
Esqoimalt^ Victoria^ Nanaimo, Barclay Sonnd, all capable of 
admitting large ships, possessing good facilities for loadrng, 
easy and safe access, and situated close to the Padfia Vic- 
toria and Esquimalt^ the two chief commercial harbours, are 
both admirably adapted for oommerdal pnrpoaes, and are 
not more than sixty miles and eight or ten hours' saQ from 
the ocean ; and no other harbours in either colony are better 
fitted for becoming the commercial depot for the prosecution 
and concentration of their mutual commerce. It is to bar 
insnlar nature that England is principally indebted for her 
position as the first commercial nation in the world; and 
Vancouver Island fortunately has this, as well as many other 
advantages, in common. 

Thirdly, The geographical position of Vancouver Island is 
favourable for her development as a commercial colony. Th^ 
position which this island holds in the Pacific very much 
resembles that which Oreat Britain holds in the Atlantic^ 
and both have a wide field for their commerce ; but while 
the shipping of the latter only shares in the traffic of the 
Atlantic^ that of Vancouver Island may, and probably wH, 
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almost monopolise that of the Pacific, which at a future day 
will probably rival that of the former, and this colony ^vill 
thus hold a place in the commerce of the west superior to 
that which England now holds in that of the east 

The position of the colony, at a part of the Pacific which 
is comparatively free from islands, and therefore of safe navi- 
gation, will facilitate its trafiic and favour the development 
of its commerce; while the configuration of the North 
American continent, and a bend its coast takes towards the 
south-west, gives Vancouver Island both a more central 
position in the Pacific and a greater proximity to the trade- 
winds, and thus increases her facilities for commerce : while, 
again, the comparative proximity of the colony to China and 
to Eastern Asia„ and to that part of the Pacific where the 
busiest and most lucrative trafiic over the whole extent of 
that ocean will yet be carried on, will enable her to share 
largely in it^ — a result that will be rendered both more 
certain and more speedy by the traffic between Eastern Asia 
and Europe being diverted in this direction by the formation 
of a trans-Canadian railway to connect the Pacific and 
Atlantic, and to bring Eastern Asia in direct communication 
with Europe* 

Vancouver Island has a threefold aim as a commercial 
colony : — 

First, This island must carry on the traffic of both colonies. 
Of the two, this colony alone is adapted for development as 
a commercial colony ; and Victoria and Esquimalt will con- 
tinue, as they now are, the commercial depots for both, the 
mercantile centres of the entire coast, and the markets for 
supplying the population of both colonies, including 214,000 
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sqiuire miles ih&t will ultimatdy be as densely peopled as 
Canada and many of ihe United Stateai 

Secondly, Possessing eminent capabilities, its aim should 
be to become the principal commercial colony of the Pacific, 
and to make its shipping cany on» at leasts the local 
traffic. 

Thirdly, Her purpose should be to become the depot for 
concentrating the commerce of the Atlantic and Pacific ; the 
entrepot in which the traffic from Polynesia, Australia, 
Eastern Asia^ and the Pacific generally, meets with th?^ 
from Europe and the United States ; where the produce of 
the one is collected for transmission to Europe the goods of 
the other for dispersion over the Pacific 

Vancouver Island thus evidently possesses many oi tiie 
elements of, and will unquestionably become, a great com' 
mercial colony, unrivalled in the Pacific The future histoiy 
of the colony, like its past^ will in great part be that of a 
commercial settlement The establishment and rise of this 
island marks a new era in the history of the commerce of 
the Pacific. From it, as a centre, civilisation and commerce 
will now more rapidly spread in that hitherto little travelled 
ocean, and in countries which are now scarcdiy known, and 
which have hitherto been debarred by prejudice and ignorance 
from intercourse with ndore civilised nationa Few coontries 
can be named, and certainly none exist in the Pacific^ that 
possess more numerous and happily combined advantages to 
facilitate their development as commercial colonies, than Van- 
couver Island Her internal resources, geographical position, 
and her manufacturing and commercial facilities, all urge 
her development in this direction ; and especially as a com* 
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bined manufactoring and commercial colony : her manufac- 
tures to aid her commerce; her commerce to foster and 
encourage her manufacturea Fewer difficulties stand in the 
way for the development of her commerce than of her 
manufactures, and the former will be more speedily accom- 
plished. The development of tlfe latter is for a future day ; 
that of the former is already begun, is steadily increasing, 
and will soon be extensive. Vancouver Ishind can never 
expect to equal, but yet she may emulate England, both in 
commerce and in manufactures. The development of the 
latter is far advanced, that of the former is scarcely begun ; 
the one' labours in a civilised field, the other in a semi> 
barbarous one, in which, however, this colony has one 
advantage — ^the field is even more extensive than that which 
Enghmd occupies, and there are fewer in it to oppose her. 

As a commercial colony, Vancouver Island offers a fine 
field for men of capital and enterprise; new and almost 
unoccupied, with the entire Pacific for its range, in which 
an extensive and lucrative trade may be developed in many 
different directions ; a field for commercial investment such 
as probably no other colony belonging to Great Britain 
can offer, and one still less likely to be met with in any of 
the commercial places either of Europe or America, where 
every avenue to wealth, and every field for commercial 
enterprise is already occupied, and where competition is 
therefore difficult For seamen, carpenters, and others con- 
nected with shipping, content with steady employment and 
high wages, and not likely to be allured by the gold-diggings 
of the neighbouring colony, Vancouver Island will be a good 
field. Carpenters and seamen are scarce ; the shipping of 
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the colony is often imperfeetlj mftimed by Indiims ; tnd the 
rapid increase of the colonial ahipping hokLs oat to ateidy 
men a bar prospect of advancement 

The development of the commerce of this colony, and the 
interests of the colony generally, may be materially aided in 
many w&y& Tlieae cdaniea mnch require and well deserve 
government help. Their mails are carried from Panama in 
American steamers, and from San Francisco to Victorta by 
a line subsidised by the colonies themselves. Both this in- 
convenience and expense could be saved by a government 
subsidy. It is evidently the interest of the parent coimtiy, 
as well as that of the colonies, to connect Vancouver Islsnd 
with Panama, and ihus with England by a regular line of 
English packets, and to form a complete communication be- 
tween England and Esquimalt, which will not be interrupted 
during war. 

The local government can aid the commercial development 
of this colony in many ways, e.g, : — 

1. By encouraging cdonial industry, and the formation of 
companies to develop her fisheries, mines, and manufso- 
tures ; direct importation ; reciprocal commerce, &-t, 

2. By facilitating intercourse and internal traffic in the 
colonies themselves, and also that with adjacent territories. 
Eoads are especially necessary to open up both colonies and 
develop their resources. Nanaimo, Barclay Sound, and the 
north end of the island should be thus connected with Vic- 
toria. The introduction of steamers, railways, and other 
means for more rapid, easy, and cheap intercommunication 
than now prevails should be encouraged. To promote com- 
merce it will be necessary to connect Esquimalt with Victoris 
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foy raUway ; and the latter with Nanaimo^ with a view to 
^noonrage manufacturea. 

3. By facilitating intercourse with foreign countries, espe- 
cially those in the Pacific, the commerce of this colony will 
be materially aided. We anticipate the day when the means 
of intercommunication and the commerce of the Pacific will 
rival those of the Atlantic at the present day. The relations 
between Vancouver Island and Eastern Asia, especially China, 
will soon be most intimate ; and a regular telegraphic and 
steam communication will soon be imperatively necessary to 
connect Victoria or Esquimalt with Hong-Kong and Shanghae, 
the centres of the commerce of the south and north of China. 
The chain of the Aleutian Islands, the Kurile Islands, and 
Japan, will favour telegraphic intercommunication. When 
the eastern and western shores of the Pacific become con- 
nected thus, the mails, passengers, and goods of this colony 
may be transmitted to China, India, and Eastern Asia gene- 
rally, instead of by the tedious route through England. The 
probable diversion of the Anglo-Chinese trade to a trans- 
American route will still further necessitate a double com- 
munication of this kind Steam communication now con- 
nects England with Eastern America and Vancouver Island on 
the one hand, and with China on the other, and the electric 
telegraph soon will ; and it will evidently be in the interests 
of this colony to connect them in Victoria. It has been pro- 
posed to make San Francisco the connecting link ; but the 
political, social, and commercial inconvenience both to^ this 
colony and the parent country of having a British telegraph 
to pass through foreign territory must be obvioua 

The formation of a trans-American railway and telegraph 
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in connexion with tbe conversion of Esqmmalt into the 
principal naval station of the Pacific That ocean, and 
British interests along its varied shores, wocdd thus be 
brought more under the notice of the home government 
News of the revolt of tbe natives of her colonies, should 
such a calamity occur, would thus be speedily transmitted 
to Britain, and aid or advice returned ; or the Pacific fleets 
or troops from Canada distributed where required. Tbe 
communications between different parts of the Pacific will 
soon be more frequent and rapid than they now arc, and will 
probably equal those of the Atlantic. 

The conversion of Esquimalt into a sanatoriuQi for the 
Pacific, — ^a depot for the invalids both of the Pacific and 
China fleets, — and its requirements as such, form an addi- 
tional motive. Invalids are now sent home from China by 
the tedious Cape of Qood Hope route ; those of this station 
by Cape* Horn. The invalids on both stations have long to 
wait for passage, the voyage is tedious^ and the tropics, in 
which many die, and all are weakened, have to be crossed 
twice. A trans-American railway with steam communica- 
tion with the opposite shores of the Pacific would obviate all 
of these disadvantages, and afford a safe, speedy, and comfort- 
able passage both from China ^d Vancouver Island. 

The commercial reasons are equally weighty. The tea, 
silk, and other valuable products of China and Eastern Asia, 
find their way to Europe by various channels: overland, 
through Siberia ; by sea, roimd the Cape of Gtood Hope, or 
by the Isthmus of Suez. A Euphrates valley route is also 
proposed. All of them have their disadvantages and their 
dangers. The Cape route is tedious, and the cargoes are 
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liable to suffer, especially by the double passage throtigh the 
tropics. The Saea route is quicker, and will be facilitated 
by the Lesseps canal now in progress ; but a considerable 
part of the voyage is intertropical, and therefore unfavour- 
able. The Siberian route is shut to all but Bussia. Some 
safer, more rapid, and cheaper route is therefore much re- 
quired, and this, steam communication between China and 
Vancouver Island, in connexion with a trans- American rail- 
way, would supply. The following table will shew the dis- 
tance and time by this route, and the same in contrast with 
the others : — 

DiBtAnce from Halifax to Southampton, 2682 miles, s 9 days steam. 
Totals, 11,121 milM, » 86 days. 



The principal advantages of this route would 1 

1st, The passage through the tropics would be avoided, 
and part of the confinement on shipboard. 

2d, The time would be shortened, and the route probably 
cheaper. 

The commerce of the greater part of the Pacific with 
England may thus be conducted at a future day. Steam com- 
munication to connect Vancouver Island and New Zealand, 
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Attstauliit, &c., in coimexion with a trans-American railway, 
would probably divert much of the traffic of the Pacific, 
now carried on by the Cape of Good Hope, Suer, Cape Horn, 
and Panama, to this island, — for its onward transmission to 
Europe and England ; e.g. : — 



Sydney to Southsmpton by Cape of Good Hope route. 

Ditto ditto Suez, . 

Ditto ditto Capo Honi| 

Ditto ditto Panama, 

Ditto ditto Taneonver Island, 



11,880 milefi. 
11,219 „ 
12,746 „ 
11.115 „ 
11,794 ,. 



A trans-Canadian railway would further benefit both 
colonies by affording quicker and cheaper communication 
with Canada^ the United States, and England, whence they 
draw their principal suppli&, t^ Panama or Cape Horn. 
For the supply of Vancouver Island, as a depot for the sale 
of European goods in the Pacific, a trans- American railway 
would be invaluable ; while it would also enable her, as a 
commercial colony, to watch the markets of European and 
American goods, in which this island may ultimately compete 
— at least, in those of the Pacific 

Many social reasons urge the formation of a trans-Canadian 
railway. The principal cause of the slow coloniisation of 
these islands is their isolation. The Eocky Mountains and 
an imperfectly-explored country separate British Columbia 
from Canada and the United States, and a tedious passage 
by Cape Horn, and an expensive one vid Panama, from 
England; while widi China and other countries in the 
Pacific, from which immigration might come, the communi- 
cations are even less frequent. 

A railway across Canada would permit more frequent 
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interconne. Mid matemDy encounge emigimdon firom that 
cokmy, the United States, and England, and wonld increase 
mutual traffic; and would, moreover, aid in opening up 
those parte of the interior of BritiBh Odhimbia and Western 
Canada through which it would paeei 

The interestf of both these colonies as well as British 
interests generally would be benefited in many respeets by 
the completion of a railway of this Und. Their commerce 
and political importance would be inereased, and tbeir de- 
velopment aided in various ways. The project is practi- 
cable as far as engineering difficulties are concerned; and 
there are many evident reasons why the ccnnmunication 
^ould be across British soU. The political and conuntfciai 
reasons have already been alluded to. The possessian of 
coal at different places along the route — a.^., at the Bed- 
Biver settlement and at Vancouver Ishmd — affords every 
facility, both for the railway and the steamers which ply 
across the Pacific ; and a field for British and colonial c$fM 
and labour would thus be afforded. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

VANCOTJVEB ISLAND AND BBITISH COLUMBIA AS UNITED 
COLONIES ; THEIB CAPABILITIES AND RESOURCES. 

We have hitherto confined our attention to Vancouver 
Island as a colony distinct from the large and, in some 
respects^ not less important sister colony of British Colum- 
bia. We have pointed out the political importance of the 
former, — ^the many advantages which both ofifer to intend- 
ing emigrants; we have shewn what their resources are, 
and what their capabilities for successful competition with 
neighbouring colonies in agriculture, in manufactures, in 
commerce, and as mineral-yielding colonies, — and have in- 
dicated the encouraging prospect which their flourishing, 
though still comparatively undeveloped present condition 
holds out of a still more prosperous future, and the direction 
which their industry and efforts are likely to take. 

Although we have every confidence in their future pros- 
perity, and a firm belief in their being capable of ranking, 
each by itself, among the most important, wealthy, and in- 
fluential of England's settlements, still it is in Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia united that we place our chief 
hope. We allude, not so much to a union of their govern- 
ments, — the prudence of which is a question which does not 
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and Victoria^ which aflTord easy and safe access at all times, 
and are situated within a few hours' sail of the Pacific, com- 
bines advantages which no harbour along the whole extent 
of the western seaboard of North and South America can 
offer, and may become not only the centre of supply for 
British Columbia^ and the adjacent Eussian and American 
territories, and Western Canada, but also the commercial 
depot of the Pacific. Moreover, we may yet see here a great 
commercial colony which neither British Columbia, with it^ 
capital. New Westminster, nor any of the numerous inlets 
and harbours along its coast, can ever expect to rival New 
Westminster, situated on a narrow river, diflScult and even 
dangerous of access, and distant from the sea, may become 
a local depot for the supply of a limited extent of territory ; 
but its capabilities as a commercial centre for the entire 
coast can never equal those of Victoria, while the latter may 
command a much wider range. 

The possession of coal gives to Vancouver Island another 
source of pre-eminence over British Columbia. In her coal- 
fields the former colony possesses an element of wealth and 
power that will aid immensely in developing her manufac- 
tures, in making her mineral wealth available, in developing 
a steam navy, and in expanding her commercial capabilities. 

British Columbia, on the other hand, possesses, in her 
mineral wealth, in her gold-fields, — probably second to none 
that have yet been discovered, — in her silver-mines, in her 
stores of plumbago, &c., elements of wealth such as prob- 
ably do not exist in Vancouver Island, and that fit her for 
becoming, under judicious management, a most important 
mineral-yielding colony. 
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It iB obvious that Vsncoayer Island possesses some it- 
sources and capabilities unattainable by British Columbia ; 
while, again, the latter has others of which the former can- 
not boast. Very few of the characteristics of these colonies 
are alike in nature or value. Those which they own in 
coranion (lifter so much in relative importance, as to place 
that colony in which any advantage is particularly promi- 
nent beyond the fear of rivalry in that respect from the 
other. 

Both have certain leading distinctive resources, and cer- 
tain marked capabilities, which point out the direction in 
which they will ultimately excel. It is evident that Van- 
couver Island and British Columbia are fitted for develop- 
ment in totally different directions ; and that whQe the re- 
sources of both are such as to lead to the belief that they will 
yet become of great importance and attain to great wealth, 
they are such also as jjromise eminence in very different 
fields of industry. For example, both colonies possess valu- 
able mineral wealth ; but while Vancouver Island has her 
coal, her copper, her sandstone, limestone, &a, all of ines- 
timable value to a manufacturing and commercial colony, 
British Columbia, on the other hand, has her valuable gold 
fields, her silver mines, her plumbago, &c., all valuable and 
more direct sources of wealth. Vancouver Island has good 
agricultural and pastoral capabilities as far as they go, but 
these are far surpassed, in extent at least, by those of British 
Columbia. The former has every prospect of development 
as an eminent commercial colony, both for local traffic and 
for foreign trade ; but British Columbia may also expect to 
possess an extensive, though more local, commerce in supply- 
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ing the requiretuenta of her own and neighbouring popula- 
tions. While the political importance of British Columbia 
is very apparent, it can never equal that of Vancouver Island, 
whose insular position and maritime character render in- 
vasion unlikely or difficult, with her fine harbours to shelter 
her naval fleet, and her favourable geographical position, 
which commands the whole of the Pacific And again, while 
British Columbia may have her local manufactures in com- 
mon with Vancouver Island, it will be readily perceived that 
the favourable position and advantages which the latter pos- 
sesses as a commercial colony, and the peculiar facilities 
which the nature of her resources, especially her coal, con- 
fers upon her for development as a manufacturtnff colony, 
secure to her a great advantage over British Columbia, and 
impart manufacturing capabilities such as the latter can 
never possess. 

A disinterested survey of the respective resources and 
capabilities of both colonies, like that now taken, cannot fail 
to lead to the conclusion, that while these are so different, 
their aims as colonies are, from one point of view, equally 
distinct Though separate, however, their interests agree in 
another point of view ; and both colonies should be united 
in one great purpose, — ^viz., mutual advancement and the 
common good, — ^and with this object each may greatly aid 
and advance the other. While Vancouver Island by her 
commerce may attract emigrants, goods, wealth, &c.^ to 
spread over both colonies ; the sister colony, on the other 
hand, by her agricultural and pastoral produce, her gold and 
silver, her timber, and other valuable resources, may benefit 
the commerce and manufactures of Vancouver Island ; and 
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while the latter, as a manufacturing colony; may render 
eminent service by famishing a supply of nseful manufac- 
tures at cheaper rates than they can be imported from other 
countries ; British Columbia will be useful in her turn by 
the demand which a numerous and widely-scattered popu- 
lation will create for supplies and manufactured goods, as 
well as by the supplies of raw materials which that colony 
will soon be able to furnish. 

A friendly emulation between the two may do good, may 
have a healthy stimulus, and benefit both ; but carried too 
far it must have a contrary effect, and, notwitbstauding the 
eminent capabilities and ample resources of both, a deplor- 
able mediocrity may follow. Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia combined have within themselves many of those 
elements which are to be reckoned among the chief sources 
of England's greatness, and which made her conspicuous for 
commerce, manufactures, agriculture, and mining operations. 
They are endowed with a climate equal, and in some respects 
superior, to that of England ; an abundance of the more pre- 
cious metals, — ^gold, silver, &c., — ^and of the baser, but not 
less useful— copper and plumbago, with others as yet undis- 
covered. They possess coal to make these available on the 
spot ; an abundance of fine arable land, capable of rendering 
them not only independent for supplies of agricultural and 
pastoral produce, but sujfficient to furnish an important source 
of wealth by eicportation ; an extensive seaboard and pro- 
ductive fisheries ; an insular and maritime position on the 
part of Vancouver Island, and excellent harbours on the part 
of both for their merchant navy ; and a fine geographical 
position, giving them not only a most important political 
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influence, but affording facilities for commerce such as could 
not without difficulty be found in any part of the Pacific. 

Many other reasons might be adduced in support of a 
um'on of the two colonies ; and we are strongly in favour of 
a union under one govemment, one talented energetic head, 
of these two colonies, evidently intended by their mutual and 
relative position, by the nature of their resources and eminent, 
yet distinct capabilities for such a unioiL Until this can be 
effected, however, we believe that the best policy of these 
colonies, though politically separate, is to be one in their 
social and secular aims, the efforts and actions of each tend- 
ing rather to strengthen than to weaken its neighbour; 
and that they should endeavour to develop the commercial, 
mineral, agricultural, and manufacturing capabilities of this 
highly-favoured portion of North America^ not as separate 
colonies, working singly, and opposed in aim and object, but 
as the united colonies of Vancouver Island and British Co- 
lumbia. Politically separate, but still one in aim and 
purpose, let each colony, therefore, strive to encourage, aid, 
and strengthen the other, and materially work for the com- 
mon good 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE POUnCAL BfPOSTANCE OF VAKOOUVBB ISLAND AlH) 
BEITIBH COLUMBIA : E8QXJIMALT AS A NAVAL STATION, 
AND AS A 8ANATOBIX7M FOB THE PACIFIC AND CHINA 
FLEETS. 

Whateveb future success may attend these colonies, there 
cannot be a question as to their vast importance to Oreat 
Britain in a political and strategetic point of view; more 
especially Vancouver Island, possessing a favourable geo- 
graphical position in the Pacific, and a convenient naval 
harbour — that of Esquimalt 

Until recently the English navy had really no harbour of 
their own along the whole of the lengthy western coast of 
America in which to coal, refit, provision, or concentrate, 
if necessary, during war. Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia, though known, were only occasionally visited ; and 
were heretofore so unimportant as never to require the con- 
stant presence of even a small naval force for their protection. 
H.M.S. Satellite, in 1857, was the first to make a prolonged 
stay in Esquimalt, in connexion with the Anglo-American 
Boundary Commission ; while the conversion of these terri- 
tories in 1859 into British colonies, and the subsequent San 
Juan dispute, first led to the occupation of that harbour by 
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a British fleet, and to a recognition of its capabilities au< 
importance as a convenient naval station. Esquimalt is nov 
the principal naval rendezvous on the American side of th< 
Pacific ; and, from its comparative proximity to China, i 
appears by no means improbable that it will also become i 
depot for the still larger and more important China fleet 
where ships may refit, coal, Sec, more conveniently and more 
easily than in China, which possesses no regular naval depot 
This harbour may thus become, at a future day, the principa 
naval depot of the entire Pacific. 

Esquimalt Harbour, where both fleets can rendezvous, ma} 
materially affect, not only the future success, but even th( 
possession of Vancouver Island and British Columbia then- 
selves, which lie in close proximity to the Russian anc 
American territories, — ^a rupture with either of which might 
lay those colonies, if unprotected, completely at their mercy. 

The daily increasing importance of British interest-s in t>i' 
Pacific, but more especially the varied and interesting occur 
rences of the past few years that have caused the hitherto: 
little-noticed North Pacific to assume a prominence to which 
it was formerly a stranger, render the possession of Esqui- 
malt of increased importance to Great Britain. The fatal 
disaster of Petropaulski, and the subsequent operations 
against the Russians during 1853-55 ; the second rupture 
with China in 1856, which led to hostile proceedings that 
have only recently terminated ; significant naval demonstra- 
tions, and the formation of treaties in Japan during the years 
1855-58; the foundation of these colonies in 1859 on the 
opposite side of the ocean ; and the subsequent San Juan 

diflSculty, — ^proceedings in all of which Great Britain has 
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taken the chief share, — ^have cansed an increased concen- 
tration and activity of naval force never before witnessed in 
this part of the globe, and indicate a necessity for the pos^ 
session of a naval harbonr in the position which Esquimalt 
occupies; and the importance of that harbour to Great 
Britain, in a strategetic point of view, is daily becoming 
more evident From this depot her fleets can readily pro- 
ceed to any part of the Pacific, and have a more complete 
command of that ocean than if Hong-Kong, Australia, or 
any other of her colonies were made their rendezvous. 

In addition to the direct benefit to be derived from the 
presence of a naval force, the development of these colonies 
will be greatly aided by the political importance which the 
conversion of Vancouver Island into a naval statioifwill gi^e 
them, and by the security thus afforded to their commerce. 
By combining the Pacific and China squadronsf, a fleet can 
be formed superior in force to that of any other nation ; and, 
with such protection, Vancouver Island will be able even in 
time of war to continue her commerce without fear of in- 
terruption. 

Vancouver Island may, however, become of still greater 
value to Great Britain, by its conversion into a sanatorium 
for the ships of the Pacific fleet and their crews; which, 
even in time of peace, consist of a large body of men, the 
preservation of whose health and lives becomes of the greatest 
importance, whether regarded in a Christian, or in a more 
secular point of view. 

The great salubrity of the climate of this island, and the 
hospital conveniences it can afford, add much to the valne of 
Esquimalt as a naval station. The hospital accommodation 
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on this station haa long been unsatisfactory, and Valparaiso^ 
the former head-quarters of the Pacific fleet, and Callao, 
were the only ports to which invalids might be sent for 
treatment, or sickly ships be transferred to recruit the 
health of their crews ; until 1 857, when the sick of H.M.S. 
Satdlite first occupied the hospital at Esquimalt, previously 
erected in 1853 for the Petropaulski squadron, but never 
used. The convenience of ample hospital accommodation at 
the head-quarters of the squadron and on British soil, and 
in a climate whose salubrity is unsurpassed on the entire 
station, is therefore evident. Esquimalt thus supplies a want 
long felt on this station. 

The tmhealthiness of the climate of China» and the sick- 
ness and mortality which usually prevail in the China fleet, 
when contrasted with the great salubrity of Vancouver 
Island, and the fineness of its climate, make it a question of 
great importance whether or not Esquimalt, \vith its hospital 
accommodation, its conveniences as a naval harbour, and its 
comparative proximity to China, with which communications 
both naval and mercantile will soon be more frequent than 
at present, might not become the recruiting station and 
sanatorium for the China as well as for the Pacific squadron ; 
and whether the healthy climate of the eastern coast of the 
North Pacific might not be made available to counteract the 
unhealthy influence of that of its western coast. 

The heavy sick-lists of ships stationed along the coast of 
China, the large per-centage of invalids sent home, and the 
great mortality, are often unequalled even on the once so 
sickly, and still so much dreaded, coast of Africa. The fol- 
lowing table will contrast the large sick-list of ships on that 
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gtation with those of Esqtiimalt» and will prove the iin- 
healthinesa of the one and the salubrity of ihe oAer:^- 

Table 24 

To contrast the Sickness in H.M. Ships in China with that 
at Vancouver Island, 



Ship. 


sick-list. 


Average 
Crew. 


P«r- 

centftgo 
ofSicL 


H.M.S. Nankin (50), ChinA SUtion, 1855>5d, 

H.M.S. Topaw (51), Esquimalt, Vancouver 
laland, 1860-61, 


42 

m 


443 

482 


H 

n 



The ships sent on commission to China not nnfreqnently 
return with one-half, one-third, or even fewer of their 
original crew ; and many of these with broken health, the 
remainder having succumbed to the unhealthy climate of 
the station, some of whom had to be invalided, and the 
others consigned to their last resting-place. The following 
table will shew the extent to which the ships on the China 
station are often disabled : — 

Table 25. 

To skew the extent to which H,M, Ships on the China 

Station are often disabled by Sickness. 

iProm Dysentery, ]>iArrh€e», \ 39--1 i,^\ 
and periodic fevers, 22 V 11 of the 
Prom other diseases, 17 ) ^^^' 
!For Dysentery, Diarrhoea, 
and periodic fevers, 82 
For other diseases, 82 

I For Dysentery, Diarrhoea, 
and periodic fevers, 76 
For other dlBea&es, 111 



Years, 

1855-58. 

Average 

crew, 

443 

men. 



Deaths ... 

Invalided 

Sent to 
Hospital 



I 64»1 in 
> 7 of the 
I crew. 

I 187=1 
^ in 2} of 
\ the crew. 



290,or65i 

per cent 

of the 

crew. 
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The question as to the po^ibility of saving much of this 
suffering and mortality is a subject of great importance 
every way. The principal effect of a prolonged residence on 
the coast of Eastern Asia^ especially in the humid sub- 
tropical south of China, is to weaken and enervate the 
system, to make it less and less able to resist the unhealthy 
influence of the climate of that country, and gradually to 
succumb to the diseases which prevail there. The slightest 
exposure, or error of diet, may then cause an attack oi 
diarrhoea, dysentery, or ague, which is not unlikely in t 
subject thus weakened to become serious, and perhaps ter 
minate fatally. Whatever it may be in other climates, ac 
climatization appears for the most part nugatory in China 
and a long residence fails to inure the system to the climate 
or to prevent or even modify the prevalent maladies. Th 
longer a ship remains on the station, the more susceptibl 
of disease does her crew become, the larger cceteris paribu 
are her sick-lists, and the more numerous her hospital case? 
her invalids, and her deaths. Popular experience amon 
those resident in China has arrived at the same conclusion 
and the custom, when it is practicable, is to take an occa 
sional voyage to England for change of air, or to spend 
portion of every year in some healthier climate near at ban 
— e.g., that of Macao, Manilla, or Japan. A similar practic 
is foUowed in Her Majesty's navy, and vessels are frequent! 
sent for a cruise to Japan, or the north of China, with 
view to benefit the health of their ship's company ; and t^ 
beneficial and bracing effect of such a trip on their heali 
can be credited only by those who have witnessed it Mi 
return to the station as if with a new lease of life, apparent 
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able to ^resist the debilitating and sickly influence of its 
climate^ and to ward off diseases under whicb they might 
otherwise have been speedily laid prostrate. 

The prudence of this occasional change of climate, with a 
view to prevent or lessen disease in Her Majesty's ships, is 
not more decided than its efficacy. The great aim of the 
medicine of a former age was the cure of disease ; the charac- 
teristic object of that of the present day is its prevention. 
The cruise to Japan, however, has its disadvantages, espe- 
cially those which arise from the jealousy and peculiarities 
of its people ; and to obtain hospital accommodation there 
is, and probably will long be, impossible : and in many cases, 
perhaps in all, a similar voyage to Vancouver Island might 
be advantageously substituted, ^nd a cruise to Esquimalt of 
two and a-half or three months, there and back, be con- 
veniently taken instead of that to Japan ; with the quadruple 
object of refitting, provisioning, coaling, and recruiting the 
health of the ship's company. 

The beneficial result of a cruise of this kind would be 
manifold. It would save much suffering and many deaths. 
By occasional visits to Vancouver Island as a combined 
naval station and sanatorium, — say twice or thrice during a 
commission, — the health and efficiency of the crews of ships 
on the China station would be better preserved, and much 
of the sickness and mortality which is an unfailing result of 
a prolonged stay in China prevented. A voyage of this 
kind would insure much of the benefit of a return to 
England, with little of the inconvenience, only part of 
the delay, and none of tiie danger to health from passing; 
through the tropica. It would cause a considerable pecuni- 
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ary economy ; for it must be obvious that so much sick- 
ness and mortality is attended by a corresponding expendi- 
ture for hospital expenses, transportation of invalids to 
England, &c. ; and to lessen the one would be to diminish 
the other. 

Whatever the origin of the severe and often fatal dysen- 
teries, diarrhoeas, agues, &c., of China, — whether electrical, 
meteorological, miasmatic, or animalcular, — the first indica- 
tion in their treatment, unfortunately seldom a practicable 
one, is to remove the patient from the unhealthy climate, 
and the specific morbid influence which produced his disease. 
The hospital at Hong-Kong, though an invaluable institu- 
tion, has many disadvantages ; and in addition to the con- 
finement which .necessarily attends that most inconvenient 
form of sick-quarters, a " ship " hospital, invalids remain for 
treatment in the very focus and centre of the unhealthy 
climate, which undoubtedly both retards their cure, and adds 
to the mortality. 

To remedy this it has been proposed — 

1st, To invalid more speedily and more frequently, and 
thus remove the sick, at an early stage of the disease, from 
the imhealthy climate. This, however, though judicious 
enough in itself, would rapidly and materially weaken the 
squadron when the loss caimot be readily supplied, and 
has other disadvantages as to the length and danger of the 
voyage to invalids, as will presently appear. 

2d, A better and more practicable plan would be to re- 
move the sick temporarily from the unhealthy locality, by 
sending them to some sanatorium; the principal require- 
ments of which are, a healthy climate, comparatively safe^ 
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easy« and not too distant access, and good hospital accommo- 
dation, where the patients might be either quickly restored 
to health and returned to the senrice, or whence they could 
be sent home if their disease were persistent 

Various places have been suggested as suitable for the 
formation of a sanatorium for the China station ; e,g. — 

a. The Cape of Good Hope, which has a healthy climate, 
and good hospital accommodation ; but the passage is 6S40 
miles long, and sixty days' sail ; while the transit through 
the tropics forms an additional drawback, and an occasional 
rough and tedious voyage through the China Sea against 
the monsoons. 

6. Others have proposed some part of Australia, — tf.jr., 
Sydney; which is less distant, the passage being 4440 
miles, or forty days' sail ; but the ^javigation is intricate, the 
tropics have to be crossed, and the climate of Sydney is said 
to be apt to excite or aggravate dysentery and diarrhcea^ and 
is, therefore, unsuitable. 

c. The south of Japan, — e.^r., Nangasaki, — ^which possesses 
a mild and healthy climate, fine scenery, and a latitude 
similar to that of Madeira, would be better than either; 
while its proximity to China would give it an important 
advantage over Vancouver Island. That coimtry, however, 
is now only passing through that stage in its existence in 
which China was twenty years ago, while being slowly 
opened up, and exhibits a similar jealousy of the intrusion 
of foreigners ; and the formation of a sanatorium in Japan 
will, therefore, be long impracticable. 

d. Vancouver Island is, in several respects^ superior to 
the first two. and even excels the last on the whole, and is 



Digitized 



by Google 



BBITISH COLUMBIA. 153 

admirably adapted for becoming a saBatorium for the China 
station. 

1st, It has a mild and healthy climate, similar but su- 
perior to that of England, to which the men have been 
accustomed ; one which is neither apt to cause, nor aggra- 
vate, nor retard the cure of the diarrhoeas, dysenteries, agues, 
and rheumatisms, &c., from which the great majority of the 
China invalids suffer. 

2d, It possesses good hospital acconunodation, where the 
sick are more likely to recover, and to be cured more speedily 
and more permanently than if treated at Hong-Kong. In- 
stead of fancying himself in a foreign land, the invalid might 
feel at home in Vancouver Island, the good effects of which 
upon him would be incalculable. 

3d, The distance, viz., 6053 miles, and the voyage, viz., 40 
days' sail and 21 days by steam, are comparatively short ; 
and have the advantage of being both safe and free from 
danger, as far as the navigation is concerned, and altogether 
within the temperate 2one, and therefore, as far as salubrity 
goes, more likely to be safe, comfortable, and healthy than 
the passage to the Cape or Sydney, The voyage alone, with 
its gradual transition from sub-tropical Hong-Kong to the 
mild, English-like climate of this colony, would contribute 
much to cure and recruit the invalid. Many slight cases of 
dysentery, 4&c., if at once sent to Vancouver Island, might 
thus be prevented from running into the more severe and 
more fatal forms of disease, and much permanent organic 
mischief and mortality obviated. Those slight but tedious 
chronic cases so common in China would also be benefited 
by a voyage of this kind, with its change of air and scene ; 



Digitized 



.cX 



^ 



154 VAKCOUVEB IfiLAKD AND 

and th6 men retomed to their own ship on recovery able to 
prosecute the remainder of the commission. 

4th, The communication between Vancouver Island and 
the coast of China will soon be more frequent than between 
China and either the Cape of Good Hope, Australia, or Japan. 
H.M. ships will occasionally cross the Pacific to refit, coal, 
provision, &c., in Esquimalt ; mail steamers will soon ply 
between Hong-Kong and Vancouver Island ; while an exten- 
sive trade, carried on between this colony and the opposite 
shores of the Pacific, will soon cause a more frequent passage 
of sailing vessels. 

5th, If permanent invaliding should ultimately be neces- 
sary, invalids may be sent to England as easily, cheaply, and 
speedily from Esquimalt as from Hong-Kong. From both 
places they are sent by one of two routes : from the former 
by the Cape of Good Hope or Suez, and from the latter 
either by Cape Horn or Panama ; the two short, or " over- 
land" routes being by steamer, and the two long, or Cape 
routes by sailing vessel. 

The following table will contrast the distance and time 
by these different routes. The Cape Horn is soniewhat 
longer than the Cape of Good Hope route, but the difference 
is too trifling in a voyage of this length to be worth notice. 
The Panama route, on the other hand, is considerably shorter, 
both as to distance and time, than the Suez route. The 
short are preferable to the long routes for both stations, as 
the invalids are thus saved the inconvenience, anriety, and 
danger of detention in the climate which may have first 
originated their disease, the tedium of a long voyage, and 
the (to them) dangerous double passage through the tropics ; 
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taid govemment much of the espense wMch necessarily 
attends their detention while waiting for passage : — 

Table 26. 

To contrast t/ie Distance and Time of different Routes from 

Hong-Kong and Vancouver Island to England, 



Houte. 


^^-' ^'^^l 


Hong-iCoiig to England by Cape of Good Hope, 
Vanconrer Island to England by Cape Horn, 

Hong-Kong to England by Suez, 

Hong-Kong to England by Canada and trans- 
American R4iilway, 


12,600 
18,267 

9,467 

8,447 

11,121 


Ditys. 
123 

126 

50 
42 

42 



The formation of a trans-American railway will afford 
superior facilities for the homeward transmission of invalids 
from both stations, and will probably be the route followed 
in all cases. The passage from China, though sh'ghtly longer 
as to distance^ will be shorter as to time, and probably 
cheaper ; part of the sea voyage will be saved ; and a com- 
fortable passage obtained, with a gradual transition from 
warm to cool weather. 

In a large proportion of those cases of sickness which 
occur in China, therefore, not only in severe but in slight 
cases likely to prove serious; and not only in those that 
will ultimately require invaliding, but also in those which 
may be sent back to the station, a speedy transmission to a 
sanatorium at Esquimalt would be most judicious ; and the 
combined bracing influence of the voyage and of the climate 
of the colony would unquestionably prevent much invaliding, 
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Mve much mcknesa, and perliAps many Kres. Treat such 
cases in China^ and the inyalid nndei^goes a lingering and, 
perhaps, dangerous illness, and may be either invalided or 
die. Send him forthwith to Vanconver Island, and the 
bracing influence of the yo]rage, and the climate of Esqui- 
malt, and its hospital comfort, may probably save his life ; 
may obviate the necessity for permanently invaliding him ; 
and will certainly more speedily and more effectually restore 
his health, if this be possible. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SUMMARY : THE PRESENT CONDITION OP VANCOUVER ISLAND 
AND BRITISH COLUMBIA ; THEIR RESOURCES, CAPABILI- 
TIES, ADVANTAGES, AND PROBABLE FUTURE AS COLONIES 
FOE SETTLEMENT. 

The history of Victoria, the capital of Vancouver Island, its 
rapid rise and present prosperity, may be fairly taken as a 
criterion of the future career and success of both colonies. 
Within the short space of four years it has risen from a 
small Hudson's Bay Company's trading settlement to a large 
thriving and important commercial town, with a population 
of three or four thousand souls. Few of those rapidly- 
developed cities of which the history of colonization during 
the past twenty or thirty years has given some well-marked 
instances, can boast of so great an increase within so short a 
space of time ; and those who visited this island some years 
back would now have some difficulty in recognising in its 
present capital, with its bustling streets, its busy harbour, 
and its already large and industrious population and thriving 
trade, the " Tsomus'* village of a former day, or the "Fort- 
Victoria" of 1856 or 1857, — a paltry settlement with a scanty 
white population, and a harbour disturbed only by the canoe 
of the Indian, the occasional visit of some small and adven- 
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turous trading craft, and the axmual arriyal of tlie Hudson's 
Bay Company's store-stip, with supplies, and for the home- 
Trard transport of furs. The introductioii of gas into Vic- 
toria, now in progress, is an event which of itself goes 
far to indicate the already advanced state of these young 
colonies. 

We have previously pointed out, however, that the present 
commerce and prosperity of Vancouver Island depends chiefly 
on the supply of the large hut fluctuating mining population 
of the adjacent colony; while British Columbia itself has 
been developed, and still principally depends on the trafiBc 
and supply of her mining population. New Westminster 
and the rudimentary towns along the Fraser Biver and 
Harrison Lake routes were originated chiefly by local traffic, 
and are still principally commercial places. In both colonies 
the agricultural districts are only partially settled, while the 
manufactures, foreign commerce, fisheries, and all the prin- 
cipal sources of their future wealth, are still undeveloped. 
Although the present flourishing condition of both evidently 
rests on a very uncertain footing, (to obviate which no effort 
should be spared to develop their capabilities and resources 
in other directions,) their population is steadily increasing, 
their trade gradually extending, new sources of wealth and 
new fields of industry are being rapidly discovered, the 
valuable resources of both, and the readiness and ease with 
which they can be made available, are becoming more and 
more evident, while a feeling of security and confidence in 
their capabilities, and an increasing belief that they are 
destined to enjoy a highly prosperous future, appears to 
pervade the entire community. 
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Although both colonies enjoy well-marked present pros- 
Bperity and give evidence of future greatness, equal advance 
is not fio apparent in every direction, and their resources and 
capabilities generally are capable of greatly increased de- 
velopment. Their agricultural, pastoral, and food-yielding 
capabilities, ^.^r., have not yet been fairly tested, and their 
development in this direction is proceeding very slowly; 
only limited tracts of both have yet been cleared and culti- 
vated, while the scarcity of labour has prevented the full 
development of that already settled, and they are still far 
from being able to feed their own population. Pew agri- 
culturists or farm-labourers emigrate hither ; the ini3ux has 
hitherto consisted principally of gold-diggers, tradesmen, and 
artisans. Farm-labourers being scarce, the farms are imper- 
fectly worked ; Indian labour can be had, but it is unskilful, 
fitful, and not to be depended on ; and not much better suc- 
cess has attended those who have brought farm-labourers from 
England with them, the facilities for settlement and farming 
on their own account being too great to keep them. The 
circumstances of the agricultural population, however, evince 
an amount of comfort and plenty which is rarely seen in the 
agricultural districts of most jmrts of the old country ; and 
a farm-labourer or small farmer, with qrdinary intelligence 
and industry, has a better chance in colonies like these of 
ultimately becoming his own master than he can ever have 
in densely-peopled countries like England, where land is 
valuable, and usually out of reach of all but wealthy indi- 
viduals, and farms therefore unattainable to the majority. 

Their mineral wealth is equally undeveloped. A large 
amount of gold has been taken from the Fraser River 
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diggings in British Columbia ; but, with this exception, the 
mines and mineral wealth of both colonies are very imper^ 
fectly developed. Their coal-fields and quarries have been 
worked only to a trifling extent^ while their copper aad 
silver mines are only being explored, and their value is not 
yet known. Neither colony has yet been thoroughly geo- 
logically explored, and both may possibly be rich in still 
undiscovered minerals. 

Their manufactures, strictly so called, are still limited and 
rudimentary. Several useful trades are, however, actively 
carried on, (e.^., brewing, cabinet-miJcing, bread-baking, &c.,) 
both by private individuals and companies, who maintain a 
more or less successful competition with their neighbours. 
Many trades and tradesmen give evidence of great pros- 
perity. Their profits are large; raw materials are readily 
procured in the colony or imported from California^ while 
the expense of freight on articles imported from Europe goes 
on the side of profit to the colonial manufacturer. Trade 
and manufactures generally are likely to be equally success- 
ful in this extensive and rapidly increasing field, where the 
demand for manufactured goods will be long much in advance 
of the supply which the colonies can furnish and occasionally 
even import There is ample room in both for the introduc- 
tion of many new trades and manufactures. 

Their commerce is limited in comparison to what it will 
ultimately be, although that of Vancouver Island is wonde^ 
fully advanced for so young a settlement. Its active com- 
merce is, indeed, the principal feature of this colony. la 
addition to its local traffic, vessels frequently arrive with 
passengers and cargoes from England, California^ the Sand- 
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wich Islands, China, &c.; and the amonnt of shipping con- 
nected either directly or indirectly with the colony is already 
surprising. Victoria Harbour usually contains one or two 
ships of considerable size, with numerous coasting craft and 
river steamers ; while shipbuilding of small craft is pretty 
actively carried on to supply a steadily-increasing demand 
for shipping, and the busy scene which this port frequently 
presents is such as many a longer established colony and 
maritime town in any country would be pleased to witness 
in their own case. The means of intercommunication 
between Victoria and different parts of both colonies, as 
well as with the south-west coast of America, the United 
States, and Europe, are already ample. With the commerce 
the shipping is rapidly increasing, and promises to become 
one of the most important sources of their wealth: the 
commerce and shipping of British Columbia, however, is 
likely to be unimportant 

Such is, briefly, the present state of development of Van- 
couver Island and British Columbia. Their probable future, 
a subject of equal importance to the intending emigrant, is 
promising in the extreme. Few colonies could have better 
prospects ; and few can offer a better field for labour, or a 
more certain prospect of success — an impression which the 
following summary of what has been treated more at length 
in the former pages, will go far to strengthen : — 

1. We have shewn that their climate is good, much 
superior to that of Canada, and equal, perhaps superior, to 
that of the south of England ; that its salubrity is equally 
marked, and probably surpasses that of England and the 
majority of England's colonies, and is not only favourable 
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for health, but well adapted for agricultural and pastoral 
purposes, as evinced by the quantity and superior quality of 
their animal and vegetable productions, and also admirably 
adapted by its temperature for many manufEtcturing processes 
— eg,, brewing, soap and candle making, &c. — which could 
not be so readily carried on either in a warmer climate or in 
a colder one. 

2. While British Columbia has eminent agricultural and 
pastoral resources, and is emphatically the agricultural and 
pastoral colony, Vancouver Island, on the other hand, has 
no prospect of excelling in this respect, but its principal 
strength and importance as a colony will lie in a totally 
diflferent direction. The hilly nature of the island and its 
scanty soil preclude the possibility of extensive farming ; its 
available land is limited, and only adapted for farming on a 
small scale. The soil of both is highly fertile, and much of 
it superior to that of England, while the crops are fair both 
in quantity and quality. Both have eminent capabilities as 
food-yielding colonies. Their jSsheries will become of great 
value, and also their timber produce. 

3. Their known mineral wealth is most valuable. Van- 
couver Island has an abundance of useful and readily avail- 
able building material admirably adapted for the climate. 
In her coal-fields she possesses a valuable resource calculated 
to promote the welfare and prosperity of both colonies, and 
of especial importance to the island itself, to aid and stimulate 
the development of her manufactures and commerce. British 
Columbia, on the other hand, has her gold and silver mines, 
the former probably the most valuable in the world. 

4. Vancouver Island is capable of, and veill probably 
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become an eminent manufacturing colony. Her climate 
is suitable for it ; her internal resources are equally favour- 
able ; her coal will be of inestimable value for many manu- 
factures and processes in the arts which could not be 
developed without it ; the Pacific alone offers a well-stored 
field in which to procure such raw materials as she is most 
likely to require ; while in the same wide sphere, as well as 
in the future dense population that will cover the 214,000 
square miles of the united colonies, and also the interior of 
Canada, she will find an ample market for her manufactured 
goods. If properly developed in this direction, this colony 
may be almost without a rival in the Pacific; while her 
proximity to the markets will give her an advantage over 
move distant countries, which furnish the present supply, that 
will ultimately enable her to supplant them. 

5. The prospects for the development of Vancouver Island 
as a commercial colony are also of a superior character. 
She has abundant resources for the equipment and safety of 
a merchant navy, and her shipping will yet be one of the 
most fertile sources of her wealth ; her maritime position, 
insular nature, fine harbours, and favourable geographical 
position, all admirably adapt this island for the development 
of an extensive commerce. The colony ia perfectly com- 
petent to carry on its own import and export trade, and to 
take the principal share in that of the Pacific Her prox- 
imity to Polynesia, Eastern Asia, &c., will enable Vancouver 
Island better than any other country or colony in the Pacific 
to develop an extensive commerce with China and many 
other fields now gradually springing up for commercial 
energy and competition. The colony is favourably situated 
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for becoming mi emporinm in which tiie mntnal commerce 
of Asia, America, and Europe, may be concentrated; by 
which this valuable traffic may be diverted to her own 
shores and capital as the medinm for its onward transmission 
across Canada. When Western North America becomes as 
popolons as the Eastern States now are, when Polynesia be- 
comes civilised, and China, Japan, and Eastern Asia generally 
are fully opened up, Vancouver Island, as the principal 
commercial and manufacturing colony of the Pacific, will 
probably assume an importance and position second to none 
of the British colonies, and to be compared only with that of 
countries like England. 

6. Vancouver Island, of great political importance, and 
valuable to England in a strategetic point of view, is ad- 
mirably adapted for a naval station and sanatorium for the 
Pacific generally. Its character as such will benefit both 
colonies, both directly and indirectly, and will especially 
give great security to their commerce. 

7. While Vancouver Island and British Columbia are in- 
dividually valuable and important, their resources, on taking 
a general survey, are evidently widely different, and their 
capabilities adapted for development in totally different 
directions. While Vancouver Island is fitted for becoming 
a commercial and manufacturing colony ; British Columbia, 
on the other hand, is adapted principally for agricultural, 
pastoral, and mining operations. Although the great aim of 
l)oth — Yiz,, mutual advancement and prosperity — is therefore 
identical, their individual interests cannot be antagonistic, 
because widely dissimilar, and their soundest policy will be 
as united colonies to mutually aid the common progress, the 
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chief aim of both being to enooiirage and strengthen rather 
than to rival and weaken its neighbour. 

8. As united colonics, they possess valoable internal 
resources and eminent capabilities for development, not in 
one, but in many diflferent directions, — in agriculture, in 
mining, manufactures, and commerce, — such as probably no 
other colony belonging to Great Britain can ever possess. 
The Australian settlements, Cape Colony, and Canada, are 
eminent agricultural and pastoral colonies, but it is doubtful 
if they will rival British Columbia when fully developed. 
Singapore, Hong-Kong, &c, are eminent commercial colonies, 
but they will probably soon be surpassed in importance by 
Vancouver Island. Few of England's colonies have, or are 
likely ever to have, many claims to be styled manufacturing 
colonies, and therefore will never equal Vancouver Island as 
such. Many possess valuable minerals: gold is abundant 
in Australia, and copper in Cape Colony, &c. ; but none pos- 
sess a similar amount of varied and valuable mineral wealth 
as united Vancouver Island and British Columbia, with 
their coal-fields, gold, silver, copper, plumbago, &c., &c. ; and 
certainly no other colony belonging to Great Britain pos- 
sesses so many valuable combined advantages for develop- 
ment in many different directions as these colonies united. 

9. Vancouver Island and British Columbia^ regarded as 
rapidly-increasing settlements in which labour is scarce, and 
as colonies whose fisheries, mines, commerce, manufactures, 
&C., will soon become impoi:tant, and furnish an ample fitki 
both for labour and capital^ evidently offer advantages for 
settlement such as few colonies can offer. Both are new an:^ 
extensive fields for industry ; and the colonist who emigrates 
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while these aefeUementa are still yonng and scantily peopled 
is more likely to find the field in which he labours unopposed 
No tradesman or working man can err by emigrating to 
either. On the contrary, the labourer has a sure prospect 
of high and steady wages, a comfortable home, and, with 
steadiness and perseverance, may ultimately possess a com- 
fortable independence, with the additional advantage of 
being able to make an equally good provision for his family. 
While Vancouver Island and British Columbia possess 
many of the elements of future greatness and wealth, they 
do not enjoy aU the natural advantages, and therefore can 
never equal England either in manufactures or in commerce ; 
although, united, they may surpass her in agricultural and 
pastoral pursuits. Their mineral productions, gold and 
silver perhaps excepted, are less numerous, less abundant, 
and less valuable ; whilo their commercial and manufactur- 
ing capabilities can never either equal or resemble those of 
the parent country, as they will probably never have an 
equally civilised and wealthy, though possibly more exten- 
sive, market to supply. Their capabilities for development^ 
however, are such -that they will yet hold a high position 
among the wealthiest, most populous, and most important 
of her dependencies. In one respect these highly-favoured 
colonies have an advantage over England : their starting- 
points differ; and while inexperienced England rose from 
a small beginning, by long and tedious steps, with little aid 
and much opposition, to the place she now occupies in the 
commercial, minings and manufacturing world, Vancouver 
Island and British Oolumbia, with the same energetic race 
to develop them, have the accumulated experience of the 
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parent country to guide them, the sympathy and aid, if 
necessary, of the most wealthy and influential nation that 
ever existed, and a new and almost unoccupied field in 
which to labour. 

While evidences of present success and future prosperity 
combine to invite working men generally to these colonies, 
they offer other manifest advantages. The moral and reli- 
gious tone which pervades the community, the state of 
society, and the amount of social and domestic comfort 
which the colonies are likely to afford, are subjects obviously 
of importance to emigrants generally, especially to married 
men with families. 

Wages are high, and vary from three to as much as five 
dollars (12s. 3d. to 20s. 5d.) per day; while the price of 
provisions and other sources of unavoidable expenditure are 
sufficiently moderate to enable the colonist, if he chooses, to 
save money. Comfortable boarding or lodging-houses, and 
French and English restaurants abound both in Victoi'ia and 
New Westminster, and are such as would not disgrace 
London or Paris for cleanliness, comfort, and variety. The 
following table will shew the usual charges in Victoria for 
comfortable board and lodging : — 

Table 27. 
Charges for Bed and Board in Victoria, Vancouver Island, 



Breakfast, . 


J dollar per day. 




Dinner, 


i it >» 


6 to 8 dollars per week. 


Tea, . 


4 *» j> 


I 


Bed, . 


? I> 99 




Bed and Board, 


2 ,> J* • 


8 to 11 n „ 



The dollar, 4a. Id. British eurrenoy ; the oeiit» about \A. 
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Luxuries are generally dear, but the usual simple aud un- 
ostentatious style of colonial life renders such articles less 
necessary than might be supposed. Ordinary necessaries, 
such as bread, te% ric^ sugar, &c, are on the whole cheap y 
and were it not for the supplies required by the gold mines 
of British Columbia^ provisions would be much cheaper than 
at present As the resources of the colonies, especially their 
farms and fisheries, become developed, the supply will be 
more abundant^ and living correspondingly cheaper; both 
can yield farm and garden produce similar to that of Eng- 
land, and plenty of fish and game. The following table will 
give an estimate of their average price : — 

Table 28. 



Cost of Provisions at 
Loaf, per 21b. 
Potatoes, per bofthel, ... 
Ouionft, per Ih. 
Butter, per lb. 
C^ieese, Engluh, per Ih. 

„ Ameriean, per lb. 
"Eggi, per dozen. 
Tea, per lb. 
Coffey per lb. 
Sugar, lump, per lb. 

,, coarse, per lb. 
Molasses, per gaUon, 
Candles, per lb. 
Soap, fine, per lb. 
Currants and Baisins, per lb. 
Bacon, per lb. 
Ham, per lb. 
Beef, per lb. 
Veal, per lb. 
Mutton, per lb. 
Lamb, per lb. 



Victoria. 
6d. 

la. to la. 3d. 
14d. and 2d. 
Udd. to 2s. 
la. Sd. to Is. 6d. 
dd. to la. Od. 
la. to 28. 
Is. Sd. to Ss. 
lOd. to Is. Id. 
7d. and Sd. 
4d. and 5d. 
Is. Sd. to Is. 6d. 
Is. Id. to Is. Sd. 
5d. and 9d. 
6d., 7d. and 9d. 
7d., 9d. and Is. 
6d. tola. 
4d. to Is. 
5d. to la. 3d. 
id. to Is. 
5d. to Is. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRITISH COLUMBIA. 169 



Pork, per lb. 


id, to Si 


Ale, Bass, per quart, ... ... 


is. 


Porter, per quart, 


Is. 


Whisky, per quart bottle. 


28. 


Gin, per quart bottle, ... 


2s. 


Wine, Port, per quart botUe, . . . 


8s. to 58. 


„ Sherr}', per quart bottle, 


5s. to 88. 



Up country, especially at Cariboo, where everything has 
to be carried by " trail," (packing from Yale or Douglas 
being 50 cents = 2s. per lb.,) provisions, &c., are enormously 
high. The following table will shew the price of pork, and 
beans, and bread, the usual miners' fare at the Caribo^ 
mines : — 



Table 29. 




Price of Provisions, &c., 


at Cariboo. 


Floor, 


dollars 80 cente. 


Beans, 


„ 80 „ 


Bacon, 


1 „ 25 „ 


Tea, 


8 „ „ 


Boots, 


12 to 20 dollars. 


Woollen Shirts, 


4 dollars. 



The ordinary productions of the island, and its imported 
supplies of food, <fec., very much resemble those of England. 
Eeady-made articles of clothing are expensive ; those made 
in the colony still more so. Boots, shoes, &c., are much 
dearer than in England ; often double the price. Almost 
everything can be purchased in Victoria ; and so regular 
and frequent are its communications with the Eastern States 
and Europe that no want or discomfort need long be felt ; 
and all the necessities, conveniences, luxuries, and even the 
elegances of life can be either readily procured in Victoria 
or easily imported. Many of the well-stocked shops of tliis 
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port wonid be no disgrace to any first-class commercial city 
in Europe or the States. And these colonies possess in their 
capital advantages which few settlements could offer the 
emigrant, and which those resident in distant parts of either 
colony share by being able to hold more or less frequent 
communication with it Few colonies have a centre of 
supply equal to that which these as yet comparatively thinly 
peopled settlements possess in their chief town Victoria. 

The mildness and healthiness of the climate, and the com- 
parative rareness of those diseases which are apt to decimate 
in the periods of infancy and childhood, encourage emigra- 
tion. Hither the emigrant may come without that dread 
which is occasioned by the more frequent occurrence of these 
diseases; and the married man especially, who intends to 
proceed to either colony, has the comfort of knowing that 
his family is to reside in a country with a climate at least as 
healthy as that of England, and probably more salubrious 
than that of any other colony to which he could resort 

One of the first and strongest impressions that will be 
produced on the minds of emigrants after arrival here will 
be to all, or most of them, of a very agreeable character, 
arisiiig from the remarkable regularity, quiet, and order that 
prevwls in Victoria, New Westminster, and over the colonies 
generally, and even at the mines ; and which contrast most 
strikingly with the conduct which is said to have disgraced 
the early career of several of the large and rapidly-developed 
cities in Australia and elsewhere. There is none of that 
feverish excitement said to have characterised the industry 
of many of the cities just alluded to; although, taking 
Victoria as an example its fluctuating population exhibits 
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a correspondiDg prominence of the mining element, and a 
constant passage to and fro of more or less eiTatic and un- 
settled gold-diggers ; while business is carried on with such 
energy as would do no discredit to any commercial town, 
even in England. 

The general tone of society and style of life is, with some 
not very important exceptions, thoroughly English, tinged, 
however, with occasional slight manifestations of American 
tendencies ; and a similarity of race and character, of man- 
ners and customs, of sympathies and aim, in those among 
whom the newly-arrived emigrant from England is cast, all 
combine to make him feel more at home, and less dis- 
couraged, than he otherwise would on first landing at 
Victoria. 

The religious tone which pervades the community in both 
colonies, and in Victoria their capital, is probably as healthy 
as that of most towns in England. The Sabbath is well 
observed ; shops are closed during divine service, and busi- 
ness suspended ; and the churches are fairly attended. Vic- 
toria is well supplied with places of worship. The English 
Church, the Presbyterians, the Congregationalists, Weslej^ans, 
and Soman Catholics have their churches and their repre- 
sentatives, all for the most part endeavouring to aid reforrak- 
tion, and to advance moral and religious good. Owing to 
the early and liberal endowment of a mission, by the mu- 
nificence of an English lady,* the dominant Church of the 
community is that of England. 

The moral tone of these colonies and their capital is good, 
taking all things into consideration, and especially making 
♦ Ali88 Bnrdett Coatta. 
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allowance for the presence of a very coiudderable floating 
population of miners, and of erratic fortune-hunters, who 
often infest newly-founded colonies; and of many idle In- 
dians and half-castes, who are too frequently influenced by 
bad example. Intemperance is by no means a very pro- 
minent vice ; nor is there any of that ruffianism and defiance 
of law and order once common in other colonies. Serious 
crimes are rare, and both life and property may be said to 
be almost as secure as in England. All resident here, 
whether Europeans, Americans, Chinese, or native Indians, 
are equally amenable to the colonial laws, which are based 
on, and in most cases identical with, those of England. 

The natives are quiet and inofiensive to a degree, unless 
provoked or made victims of intemperance by unscrupulous 
traffickers, who manage to evade the law which forbids the 
sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians. Murders occasion- 
ally occur, usuaUy among hostile tribes of Indians, and is 
often the direct or indirect effect of intemperance. White 
men, especially " Kling George's men,** as distinguished by 
the Indians from the '* Boston men," or Americans, run no 
danger from the native Indians, provided they treat them 
with the kindness and justice which is their due. 

* Parents need have no fear that the morals of their children 
or friends will be liable to be more corrupted here than in 
England or the colonies generally, and certainly there is less 
danger of this here than in many settlements of longer 
standing. The firmness of the Hudson Bay employes, who 
have so long lived among the native Indians, and taught 
them to fear as well as to respect "King George's men;" 
and of the present colonial authorities, who have insisted on 
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a strict regard to the lawa of the colony and of civilised life, 
and have promptly punished every transgression ; together 
with the felt superiority of the white race on the part of the 
Indians themselves, and the usually inoffensive Indian cha- 
racter, — all combine to render both life and property secure. 

The educational institutions ai^ tmquestionably in a won- 
derfully advanced condition for so recent a settlement ; and 
in Victoria a sound and even refined, though somewhat ex- 
pensive education, may be obtained for the young of either 
sex. Several well-conducted schools, both sectarian and 
non-sectarian, already exist, where the youth of the colony — 
its future tradesmen, merchants, and manufacturers — may 
obtain a suitable education; and one in particular, con- 
ducted under the auspices of the colonial bishop, where a 
superior elementary education may be had such as will fit a 
youth for entering on a college education elsewhere. The 
formation of a college at a future day is in contemplation 
The well-attended Sunday-schools connected with the various 
churches and sects prove that moral and religious educatiori 
is equally cared for. 

Victoria has two daily newspapers, and New Westminstei 
one. Eeading-rooms and a public library have already beer 
projected for the former. Weekly winter-evening lecture.^ 
on interesting and instructive subjects are delivered by tlu 
talent of the colony, and give ample opportunities for ini 
provement to all who desire it : nor need any emigmnt fear 
therefore, that his- children will not be virtuously traiue<^ 
and only imperfectly educated. In few colonies, even thos' 
of longer standing, is the moral, religious, and educationa 
welfare of youth better attended to than in Vancouver Island 
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These advantages are not confined to Victoria, but extend to 
most of the smaller settlements in both colonies ; several of 
which have now both churches and schools. Nanairao, with 
it5 150 or 200 inhabitants, has two churches and a school ; 
Craigflower, an agricultural settlement three miles from Vic- 
toi ia> has a school and church service ; and Saanich will soon 
have a clerg)rman and church. The larger towns and settle- 
ments in Biitish Golumbia are fairly supplied with clergy- 
men ; every care being taken, as far as possible, to make the 
spread of schools and churches, and of moral and religioiis 
instruction, follow close in the rear of settlement 

The superior prospect which these colonies afford the 
emigrant of obtaining not only a better position, but also 
an easier and better start in life for his children than could 
be managed in England, where every avenue to prosperity 
and wealth is crowded, presents another favourable induce- 
ment. Here a youth can usually be more readily appren- 
ticed and have a wider choice of trades than in England, 
wlicre the candidates are more numerous and the openings 
relatively fewer. On the other hand, these improving colo- 
nies offer the youth, who haa grown with their growth, a 
field for his exertions superior to any he could have in the 
mother country ; he has a better chance of succeeding and 
of attaining an independence, and, perhaps, becoming a man 
of standing and position, than in the crowd with whom he 
would have to compete in the same struggle at home. 
Speaking generally, the younger the colony the less is the 
competition, and the greater consequently are the chances of 
the conmiencing tradesman or professional man to succeed, 
always assuming, of course, that the colony of his choice 
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possesses the elements of success within it ; and hence the 
benefit of early emigration. 

It is not the design of these pages, however, to conceal the 
fact that both British Columbia and Vancouver Island have 
their disadvantages and drawbacks like other colonies, and 
especially recently-settled ones. House rent is necessarily 
high. Rapid immigration and limited capital render it diffi- 
cult to erect even wooden-built houses with sufficient rapidity 
to keep pace with the demand. Capital might be profitably 
laid out in Victoria, and the colony greatly benefited by the 
erection of suitable dwellings for the working classes. The 
scarcity of labour and of domestic servants forms another 
source of inconvenience to many, especially on their fii^st 
arrival, and until they have become inured to colonial cus- 
toms and to emigrant life. Indian labour and native or 
half-breed servants can be had, but they are often too obtuse, 
dirty, and untidy, to be of much use. English servants are 
at a very high premium ; indeed they can scarcely be had at 
all, or but for short periods ; most of them get married soon 
after arrival in the colony. Emigrants of botli sexes are 
nearly all brought to a level, and must perfonn many menial 
offices which might not be required of them in England. 
Servants' wages vary from £50 to £90 per annum, with board 
and lodging, which the majority of emigrants cannot afford ; 
washing costs 8s. to 10s. a-dozen ; a carpet bag can be carried 
a moderate distance for a dollar (4s. Id.) ; shoos brushed for 
Is., and 80 on : the economical colonist brushes his own. It 
is after arrival in the colony that the married man, especially 
if farming, finds his family of growing-up sons and daughters 
of use to him in the absence or scarcity of servants. Those 
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so situated can carry on their fanning operations, while 
others not so fortunate, though possessing wipler means and 
larger property, are compelled by the scarcity of labour, if 
not entirely to cease, at all events to limit their operations 
and work their farms imperfectly. 

The married emigrant need have no fear of the future for 
his daughters. Probably the greatest want here, as in young 
colonies generally, is that of women. The arrival of a few 
cargoes at Victoria would create a jubilee ; and good wages 
for even a moderate amount of woric, together with a cer- 
tainty of marriage, can be found for all ranks and almost all 
ages. 

The great distance of these colonies from England, espe- 
cially apt to discourage the emigration of women and children, 
is a serious disadvantage ; and is one leading cause of the tar- 
diness with which their colonization proc^eeds. A large pro- 
portion of their present population is derived from California 
and Canada — closer at hand and easier of access. The aid of 
colonial " Emigrant Societies," however, and the increasing 
competition for a share in the commerce of the colonies, are 
daily affording greater fiacilities for emigration, and safer, 
quicker, and cheaper passages ; and ultimately railway com- 
munication across Canada will bring them still closer to 
England, and by facilitating emigration, and lessening its 
expense, will more rapidly increase their population. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE ROUTES TO VANCOUVKB ISLAOT) AND BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

Emigrants may have a choice of three routes from England 
to Vancouver Island : — 

Ist, By Sailing-vesael, tid Cape Honu 

2d, By Steamer, vid the West Indies (St Thomas's) and Panama. 

8d, By Steamer, vid New Tork and Panama. 

The first route is longer and more tedious than the others 
but cheaper, and in some respects better adapted for families 
eispecially those with limited means. The distance by thie 
route is 1 2,746 miles, and the voyage lasts from four to f *' 
or six months, according to the stoppages (if any are made 
to provision or water. Opportunities for passage by thii 
route are not numerous, — seldom more than five or si> 
vessels a-year sail for these colonies, — but they are in- 
creasing gradually. The Hudson's Bay Company's shij 
Princess Royal usually makes the voyage and back withir 
the year ; affording the best accommodation, and a* safe f 
passage as can be obtained, at the following fares : — 

Cabin, £10^ 

Intermediate, ^840 [ Provisiong 

Steerage, j^SO [ included* 

Children under fourteen, half-price, j 
Goods, per ton, £6 
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For families an arrangement may possibly be made. A 
regular line of padcets is much required to facilitate emigra- 
tion to these coloniea 

The formation of " Emigrant Societies/' to supply a cheap, 
comfortable, and safe passage would aid materially in peopling 
these colonies, — a benefit they conferred some years ago on 
our Australian settlements. The passage-money in this case 
is usually paid by instalments — ^part of it before departure, 
and part after arrival in the colony. 

The term "overland," as applied to the other routes, 
lid Panama, is a misnomer,— only forty-two miles across 
the isthmus' being by land, the remainder by sea. The 
difference between the two as to distance and time is too 
trifling to be worth notice in a voyage of this length ; but 
the New York appears to be the preferable route, as the 
sickly climate of St Thomas's, the chance of yellow fever, 
the longer stay in the tropics, and a probability of detention 
at Panama, are all avoided. The passenger by either route, 
on arriving at Aspinwall, crosses the isthmus by railway, and 
from Panama on its Pacific side is conveyed by an American 
line of steamers to San Francisco, and thence to Vancouver 
Island, where he is landed at Esquimalt, three miles from 
Victoria. The following are the present rates of passage to 
England: — 

New York Route. 

Ist Cabin. SdCftbtu. Stettftge. 
England to New York, <£26 £20 £6 (without ntioitf.) 

New York to Victoria, | (^"^g^^o) (»4o75) {$15^-75) 

Total, £SS £66 £37 
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West Indies cmd Panama Route. 

latCabia, £75 10 

2d Cabin, 59 

Steerage, 45 6 

Gbvemment aid is much required to subsidise an English 
line of steamers to carry the mails and passengers between 
Panama and Vancouver Island, — transport by American 
steamers being less safe, comfortable, and regular than by 
English mail-boats. 

On arrival, the emigrant will find that both Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia already enjoy some good roads 
and fair means of conveyance. Wagon roads have been 
made from Victoria to Esquimalt, and thence onwards to 
Metchosin and Sooke ; thence from Victoria, through the 
Lake and Saanich districts, onwards to Coivitchin, 35 miles 
off. This includes the greater part of the southern end of 
the colony, which has already been surveyed and extensively 
settled. No roads are made beyond, and the further parts 
of the island are still unopened, the only access being by 
water, or by the circuitous "trails," or foot-paths of the 
Indians. A small screw-steamer affords occasional convey- 
ance to Nanaimo, 70 miles distant, the fare being $5 (£1) ; 
while to Barclay Sound — ^the only other settled part of this 
colony — less frequent access may be had by sailing craft 

There is frequent communication between Vancouver 
Island and the adjacent colony. Several steamers run 
from Victoria to New Westminster, 82 miles distant, daily 
in summer^ and thrice arweek during winter, when the river 
is navigable; and from the latter river steamers ply up 
the Fraser as far as Hope and Yale, — the latter 102 miles 
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off, — as well as along ihe Harrifion Lake to Douglas and 
Lilloet. These form the two principal rontes hitherto 
followed to the gold-diggings of the upper Fraser. The 
following will shew the usual fares : — 

Steam-hoat Fares in Vancouver Idand, 

FfiUcngcT%. Uoods. per Ton. 

Victoria to N«anAimo, 5 dollars.* 3 dollars. 

„ North WeBtminatcr, 6 „ 8 „ 

Hope, \ 

„ Yale, I 10 ,, 20 „ 

„ Douglaa, ) 

Acce.ss to the settlements beyond, and to the diggings at 
Cariboo, is less easy and more expensive, and is usually 
had, either by canoe or " trail," according to circumstances. 
Miners usually travel in company. The canoes are large, 
and well adapted for river navigation ; and, prior to the in- 
troduction of steamers on the Fraser River, they afforded 
the only mode of transport to the mines, and, even now, 
many miners prefer going from Victoria in this way. Many 
go by trail in company with " pack trains," — i.e,, mules or 
camels laden with provisions and other goods for sale at the 
mine3.+ 

The principal route to the gold-diggings since 1858, 
when these were on the lower Fraser about Hope and Yale, 
has been by the Fraser River itself. Since the discovery in 
18G1 of the Cariboo mines, 300 miles higher up, this route 
has been found tedious, difficult, and expensive, and new 

* For facility of calculation a dollar may be roughly calculated ae ss 4a. 
English currency, 
t The latter have been lately introduced from the Amoor. 
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ones have been projected. Shorter routes to these diggings 
are practicable by Bute's Canal, Bentinck Arm, and other 
inlets along the coast, which are navigable for a long dis- 
tance inland, and afford access across the coast-range by 
trails or wagon roads leading from their further end. 
Many miners have already gone by these routes, and they 
will be universally followed soon. Of the Fraser River 
routes, that by the "brigade trail" is said to be the best, 
being less mountainous, and capable of affording good 
camping ground, and plenty of grass for the pack mules. 
The expenses for an ordinary miner to and from Cariboo 
from Victoria by tiie Fraser River route amount to between 
$300 and $850 (£60 or £70.) 

Of the coast routes, that by Bute's Inlet appears the best, 
being the quickest and shortest, and, probably, the cheapest 
and easiest The following table * will go far to prove the 
superiority of this over the Fraser River and other projected 
coast routes : — 

Tahle of Routes from Victoria to Cariboo. 



Fraser River route, 

North Bentinck Arm route, 

West Boad River route, 

Bute Inlet route,^ 



Sea. 


River. 


ay 
Land. 


Total. 


Time 
employed 
in Days. 


MUm. 


Miles. 


Miles. 


MUea. 




92 


90 


859 


541 


87 


506 


54 


178 


788 


28 


50Q 


54 


155 


715 




222 


as 


158 


468 


22 



A few good roads have been made in British Columbia, 
* Extracted from Mr Waddington's dearty-written pamphlet. 
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but only for short distances. Longer ones are much re- 
quired, and ¥rill be necessary to aid in opening np and de- 
veloping the resources of botfi colonies, more especially the 
interior of the former. 

Emigrants should endeavour to time their departure from 
England so as to arrive in spring — the best season both for 
comfort and convenience. The weather is fine, the roads good, 
and travelling easy from March to September or October, 
but otherwise during the rest of the year. The winter, 
however, with its fogs, rain, snow, and muddy roads, and im- 
passable trails, is apt to discourage the newly-arrived emi- 
grant, and to give an unfavourable impression of the colony. 
Before the month of May, the miner cannot have easy or safe 
access to the diggings, where operations are usually sus- 
pended from the middle of October till the beginning of 
June ; nor can the farmer or agricultural labourer conmience 
their farming operations until early spring. 



THE END. 



BALLAVTT^fS AXD OOMTAKY, VKtVTBMM, EDlXWJBOB. 
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